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| T0 THE 


COUNTESS 
WARWICK. 


| My Dear Siſter, 


e$5ed52bs Expe&t You ſhould ſomewhat =" 
<39 wonder , that after baving 
k93 J for above Eleven years been 
carefull to keep this follow- 

ing Letter from the Publick 

| View, and that too notwithfianding the 
' Solicitation (not to ſay Importunity ) of 
' divers Illuftriow Perſons, and even Tour 
|  Commantls, to Releaſe it from its Con® 
finement ; I ſhould now at length give 
| way to its Paſſing Abroad into the World, 
| and its king Tou & Publick and Sq- 
lemn Addreſs.” Wherefore judging my 

| ſelf obligd to give Toy an account of & 
Paper, for which Ton bave been long Pige- 
A 2 fd 


Treatifes® 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
fed fo ' Highly and ſo Oiligingly to. 28 | 


cern' Tour ſelf, 1 muſt, to rem 

Wonder, inform Tou, Toat I am La nly 
to this Publication in my own nce. 
For, whiljt I was far from dreaming of 
permitting this Epiſtle to paſſe out of my 
Cloſet, it happen'd, that a broken Copy 
of it did (by know not what Mrsfortune 
for me ) fall into the hands of a Neceſ- 
fitous perſon, who . would needs perſuade 
himſelf, that by Printing it, he might re- 
lieve ſome of his preſent Wants ; and 
thereupon profſer*d to ſell the Copy for a 
ſum of Money. But my good Fortune 
leading him to a Stationer, to whom my 
name was not unknown, he, very civilly, 
ſent me forthwith notice of the Propeſi- 
tron that was mate him, and after came 
bimſelf tq'acquaint me, that the Copy, 
about *which bee k1d been treated with, | 


being but One of Two or Three that were | 


then abroad, ſome or other of them would, | 


- ates foon find the way to the Preſs. | 


pnywelcome” Accident did little leſſe | 
. Trouble than Surprize me 5 for, Beſides | 
that *'it impos*d on me the neceſſity of a | 
_—_— PubHication T had*ſo long declin'd; and | 
es of 4 | 


s that I knew, that Co 
tiffering Nature being expetted from 
eo appearing of This, inftead of Them, 


, would 


| 


— I -- ” 


kd 


_ venture mine own abroad, than to rin the 
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The Epiftle Dedideory. on 
would make this —_ to - oa 
though it had fewer 1 Gons that 
has: Beſides theſe things, (1 ſay )'\ 
fight was then, and is ftill, ſo impair 
a diſtemper in my Eyes 3; and the houry® 
could difÞoſe of were ſo pre-ingag*d"to 
Philoſophical Themes , that 1 cont not 
promiſe my ſelf ſo much as to Rewd"it 
over before its going tothe Printer. 'But 
confidering after all this, that the Copy T 
had by mee was uke to prove more* Pull; 
and leſſe Faulty, than any of thoſe that 
ſome enteavour'd to obtrude upotf*the' 
World, T thought it leſſe Inconvenient-to 


hazard of a Surreptitiou Edition of a 
Diſcourſe, that could ſo ill bear the ap- 
pearing with any other Blemiſhes than 
thoſe it brought with it -into the World 
from my Pen. And therefore, having put 
it into the hands of perſons, whoſe emi- 
nent Abilities, the more Knowing part of 
the Nation has long and juſtly admir'd, 
and begg'd their Impartial Opitifon - and. 
Caſtigations of it , (giving then efftire 
Liberty to Alter or Expunge whatever 
they dMftik'd ; ) and finding ( by . baftity 
turning over the Leaves ) tht \their" Ca 
fligations were onely enough to let\m>'Je?; 
that they bad beedful ly read it over 3 and 
A 


[ 
3 were 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
were accompanied with Enconragements, 
which care was taken to keep me. from 
booking upon as meer Complements : I let 
it go to the Prefi, without ſo muck as ba- 
ving once perus'd it, or heard it read 
over , fince the Stationer firſt gave me 
the Advertiſement I told you of. Which 
I made the leſſe ſcruple to do, becauſe a 
Critick, whoſe Judgement and Piety I 
much reverence, ſeriouſly endeavoured to 
perſuade me, that I ogde not in Conſci- 
ence to decline publiſhing, what bee was 
pleaſed te think proper to Kindle or Che- 
riſh the Flames of Divine Love in the 
Breaſts of the Readers. And my Haſte it 
ſelf did afterwards promiſe me theſe ad- 
vantages, that notwithſtanding my Books 
not coming forth ſooner, I ſhould not-loſe 
the Excuſe of Youth I had when it was 
Written: nay, and that the Faulty paſ- 
ſages which may be met with in it, will 
perhaps be charged upon thoſe that ſufſer'd 
Pp Hint Uncarrefed, when ro had 

0 db/ainte 4 power to Expunge or Reform 
them. Theſe, and the like Motives, ha- 
ving induc'd me to conſent to the Publi- 


cation of the following Letter, I needed 


an aſery long, to _ I fron if 
refſe -it, For, fince,". that Accomp fs" 
Lindamer 


, whom it ſa much Concerned, 
has 


nn Soom —— - 
os 


— m_—  ___ 
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fo due, as unto Tan, dear Sifter. It wes at 


The Epifile Dedicatory.. 
he left the World, there is no perſon in 
it to whom this Addreſſe is any thing near 


that Deliciow Leeze, where Ton are now 
the Miſtreſſe, that this Letter was written; 
and it was of Ton that I bonrow'd theſe 
hours 1 Pent in writing it. *Twas to Tout 
that I fhew'd it almoſt Sheet by Sheet, 

before Ireſolv'd to ſend it away. *Tis Tou 
that can beſt Excuſe the Imperfe&ions of 
it, as knowing not anly the more Obvious, 
but the mare Private Avecations and other 
Diſadvantages, among which it was penn'd. 
"Tis You thatWve ever fince Sollicited me 
to divulze it, Wd have given me the great- 
eft Enconragements to do ſo, not only by 
thoſe Solicitations which imply'd Towr 
Own favourable Opinion of it, but by pro- 
curing me (by Concealing or Diſguifng 
my name ) the unſufpeted Opintons of 
divers competent Fudges. In a ward, 
this Addreſſe belongs upon ſo many Scores 

to Ton, that I nas not make it any where 

elſe, without manifeſtly Wronging Tow. 1 
know, Dear Sifter, that it is not uſual to 

Dedicate Books to ſo near a Relation3 

and that it is uſual in Dedicatory Epi 
les, both to Depricete what one - 
Written, and to Extol the Perſon thet ole 


Writes to, eſpecially if it bee one of "oy 
ex 


Detheat * 


Sex and Mnality. 
that T never ſwore Alegiance' to Chflom ; 
and therefore will not, 1 ſuppoſe; wonder 
to:ſee me a4 little Sollicitow'to conform to 
it on This occafion as on Others. In an 

"Hge, whetdſo'fow Perſons have Merit e- 

:nough; to keep \that from being Flattery, 
which ſhould be but Praiſe, I am. not at 
all Ambitiow of cafting my ſelf- upon the 
unhappy Neceffity, of either Flattering, or 
—_ Rnd when by better chooſing 

be Objeds of my Addreſſes, I can, as Oc- 
cafion requires, give Praiſgs. without Un- 
fruth, or forbear them w Incivility. 
Nor dare I preſume, tha Lye ceaſes to 
be a Fault, by being put into a Dedicatory 

Epiſtle; as Antiently the Hurtfull Beafts 

forgot their \Perniciow Nature , when 


Bur Tow knob 106, 
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Iiok'" after the" Preſcriptions, and Advai-- 
tapes their Operations's' For this reaſoiiÞ . 


ſhall fay nothing to Difparage @ Diſconrſe;\.. 
- whic F4 of a Nature to "dim more at-the- 


being Prattiſel by the Reatlbrs, than the' 
being Pardon'd ; and ſhall wat at all repinte- 
to - it find from the Publith, N nh you- 
rable a. Reception, as "it bas h o met 
with in Cloſets. And now, Dear Sifter, 
though I know Tou will' riot 5 yet 1 douhty 
my other. Readers will expe@,that this Let- 


ter ſhould, according to the Mode of Epift- * 


tes Dedicatory, be Concluded with Come.  * 
mendations. of You, and Complements to. 
Tou: - It being almoſt as much out of faſhi= 
on in ſuch Addreſſes to Omit giving praifess 
a5 "tis to Believe the praiſes given on 
0. cafun.”.'But, though I can Praiſe Iv 
without either Disbelievinp my ſelf,\"09 
Fearing to be disbelieved by any that knows 
Tou ; yet, beſides that our Relation, and 
our Friendſhip, would make ſuch a Why of 
writing misbecoming me on All o:cafions; 
IT know your Piery and Your Modeſty, would 
peculiarly diſallow it upon this 3 where the 
Subje@# I am to entertain Tou with is of 
ſuch a Nature,as would*make a Flauntht 
Addreſs, but a very Unſuiteble Introdu 
on'to.it:. The Nature of im 
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fave, or of the Writer; borh\tnelines 'w\t# 


Theme,as well » 
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* The Epiſtle Dadicetory | 
an the Striflng/e of yew Virtue, and Our 

5 ety ay pf me bere to celebrate 
Ton, atberwiſe than 


letting the Forld 
ſee, that 1 dare, even in a Dedicatory Ad- 
dreſs, without fear of diBleafing Ton, for 
beor to Celebrate Tow. And if it be de- 
mended, Why then I refrain not likewiſe 
from wrizing to Ton a Dedication ? I ſhall 
Anſwer, _ = _— \ nv this 
Hl ing a P Acknowe 
yk 4 I have the Honour to be 
Tour Brather, and Tour Friend, ſo I bave 
bed oy to think it very much my Hap- 
ineſſe to be ſo: FEfecialy, fince Tow are 
Meaſed to efſſure me, That my Relation to 
Jox bes ratber been the Occaſion than the 
Ground of a Friendſbip, that does, whillt it 
ns me to Profeſs my ſelf without Com- 
. Oblige me to , with all the Sin- 
eerity that's Poffible , 


My Dear Siſter , 


Your moſt affeAionate Bro- 
cher » 4nd moſt faithfull 
bumble Servant , 


ROBERT BOTLE. 


| 
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S$$SÞÞEESSEÞES 
Advertiſements to the 


READER. 


( As they were written ſome Tears fince, 
when ſome intelligent perſons were to 
have a ficht of the following Diſcourſe.) 


O prevent thoſe Scruples which 
mighe ariſe in the perulal ofthe 
enluing Diſcourſe , the Reader 

of it is requeſted to take notice, 

I. That chough Ignorance hath been 
of late ſo much in faſhion with too ma- 
ny of our young Nobility, that ſome pal- 
ſages of the enſuing Papers may ſeem 
unfit to have been written to a young 
Gentleman, yet the Perſon they were a 
dreſs'd to, being botha Traveller, a 
Linguift , and a Scholar, it was not um- 
proper to diſcourſe with him at the rate 
of ſuppoſing him ſo qualif'd. 

I 1. That the enſuing Letter was not 
written ſingle, being but the Jaſt of Di» 
vers; wheyein Love in general was con 
fefſed, juſtifi'd, and celebrated ; whereiz 
the received = of making Love was 
explicated , , 


and ” 
> a—_— 


dibertiſements to the Reader; 


wherein Conftancy and Inconftancy in 
Love wereargued forand againſt; where- 
in Platonick Love was explicated, cele- 
brated, and derided ; wherein the cure 
of Love was propoſed and proſecuted ; 
wherein ( to diſpatch ) the contraverted 
Points coacerning love were diſcoursd 
of, ina way\\uited to the ſeveral Taemes; 
and to tae humours and principles of 
the ſuppoled Writers. But all tne For- 
mer Papers, ( written in Complement 
to a fair Lady ) though very free from 
the guilt of either Licentiouſnefſe or 
Prophaneneſſe, have been by the Au- 
thor judged too licrle ſerious, either to 
appear alone, or to accompany the enſu- 
mg Diſcourſe , wherein he has expreſ(- 
ſed his own'Opinions, as in the former 
he but deduced tnoie of imaginary 
Perſons. 

ITT. That the following Paper was to 
have been attended by another, wherein | 
the Properties &Duries of Seraphick Love 
wereto have been explicated andinfiſted | 
- _ © Am-on,butthe Author,before he had written | 
| . mmon.Div-chat Other, accidentally meeting with a | 
| fodeiM French Book,: wherein, thongh what'he | 
. tin,  Hadalready[Diſcourſed of werenor hands | 

led, he found that muctrof what he bad | 
P72, defigned ; 


m - _—_ yR_— 
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| Advertiſements to th, Reader. 


defizned to ſet down was Anticipated; 
—_ moſt pertinentConfiderations his 
intended Themes luggeſted, wereskil- 
fully diſplayed already : he fear'd ut 
might be injurious to his Reader , and 
himſelf, if he ſhould either tuin a Tran- 
ſcriber of others Notions, or decline the 
beſt thoughts belonging co his Theme, 
that the lefſe good Oaes might paſle 
withour fuſpicioa for his Own. 

IV. Thac che enſuing Trifle having 
been written in haſte , and by ſnacches, 
amongſt diſtra&ing Avocations, and far 
from literary Accommodations, is freely 
lubmitted co the Cenſure of learned and 
impartial Peruſers, eſpecially Divines : 
who are by the Author requeſted to be- 
lieve its miſtaking Paſſages, and unwary 
Expreſſions,  ( if it contain any ſuch) to 
have been altogether Unintentional, and 
ſuch as they ſhall never find ic to,be 
moce than one Labour to make him dif- 
cern and retraCt; he being reſolved, by 
Gods aſliſtance, to continue ſtill Qbſe- 
quious enough to all clearer Diſcoveries 
of Truth, tobe able toſay, Errare Poſ- 
ſum, Hereticus eſſe Nollo. And as he is. og 
his part fo refigned, and ſo willing to.be 
rectified, ſo he expeds this equity from 

chole, 


Aeveritt s to the Reader. 


thoſe, to whoſe judgements he ſubmits, 
Thac, dard, he intended not to 
write a ſfolemnand regular Treatife, but 
a private and familiar Epiſtle, they will 
paſſe by ſach Unaccurateneſſes as are 
woat to be incident to Compolures of 
this later Nature. He preſum'd he mighe 


ſometimes make bold with the vulgar 


F 
: 
; 
; 
: 


Lawes of Tenſes, treating of an Ecernity | 


that admits them not. He hop'd , that 
the freedom taken in ſome of his expre(- 
fions concerning Love, and the wonted 
Objeas of it, would be excus'd, by its 
being exated by the defign he had upen 


fo « D& Lindamor , though he had nor ( which 

af the JE he has) otherwiſe accounted for it. 
2, 0th He intends not to xdope thoſe (too of 
tien'd ler. ten erroneous ) Traditions of the Vul- 
ters 10 my par whence he ſometimes drawes come | 


ons, that he may not deny himſelf 


F-7* the liberty taken by the Generality of 


Writers, (without excepting the Lear- 
neder fort of them ) who ſcruple nor in 


r Compolures to make Similies 
ARG rounded on Popular Tra- 


dicions and Perſwaftons. As for thoſe | 
common Places , which the method of | 


oar Anchors Diſcourſe allow'd him | 


tot to Decline , he hopes the Reader 


will | 


| 
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Advertiſements to the Reader. © 


will diſcern by his way of Writing, 


that he loves to uſe them not as Tra- 
vellers, but as Hunters uſe the High- 
wayes: For the Traveller, when he once 
gets into the Road, makes it his buſi» 
neſſe to keep in it 3 whereas the Hunt- 
er, if he meets one lying in his way, is 
not fond of ſtaying in it, but nimbly 
croſſes it, or Traverſes ſo much of it, 
a$ 15 requiſite to be paſt through in the 
perſute of his Game. And laſtly, if in 
ſome tew Paſſages of the following Let- 
ter ( eſpecially about che beginning of 
it ) the Expreſſjons are lefſe grave and (o- 
lemnchan the Deſign; the Author hopes, 
that even tney will yet appear tolerably 
ſerious, for the Aerieſt parts of a Letter, 
written by one young Gentleman to 
another. 


MOTIVES 
To the Love of 


G O D. 


My Deareſt Lindamor. 
EReg3 Am very much delighted 
CO" D, # colearn,both by the Voice 


of Fame, and the Jafor- 
mation of much more 
credible Relators, that 
Hermione”s cold Ulage has 
cur'd you of the Fever her ſcorching 
eyes had given you: And that when once 


' you found your ſelf reſerved to ſhew, 


did your ſelf the right to fruſtrate che 
| B 


what wonders her Eyes were able to 
perform, you ſeaſonably refolv'd to be- 
come an laſtance of the power, rather of 
Reaſon, than of Love; and accordingly, 


vain 


Seraphick Love. 
vain hopes, your Inſulting Miſtreſs che- ' 
riſh'd co manifeſt in you, That her 
Charms were capable to make your 
Flame perſevere, when her Change had 
made it as well caufleſs as hopelels. I. 
could wiſh indeed for your fake, that 
you owed your Cure more entirely to 
your Reaſon, and lefle to your Reſent- 
ment; That the Extration of your Free- | 
dom may no wayes blemiſh it. Bur ſince 
unallay'd Sati>fations are joyes too Hea- 
venly, to fall to many mens ſhares cn 
Earth, I cannot but conclude, that your 
Recovery, even on theſe Tearms, de- 
ſerves I ſhould Congratulate it. For, 
the French (ay truly, that Les plw cours 
tes Folies ſont les meilleures. And Li» 
berty being too high a Bleſling to be di- 
veſtible of chat nature by Circumſian- 
ces ; I (that ſeldom deplore him, who 
by lofing his Miſtreſs recovers Himlelf ), 
think that Hermione has but intentional- 
ly, not 'eventually difoblig'd you; and 
hath made your flames a better return, 
by reſtoring you your own Heart, than' 
ſhe could have done by exchanging hers 
for it. Bur that which not leaſt endears 
to me your Recovery, is, That I am af 
ſur'd by Perſons, from whom 1 dare Cre- 
dit even ſo welcome News, that my en- 
deayours 


” — D__ _ 
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Seraphick Love. 
deavours prov'd ſo happy as to be con- 
duciveto it, and that the Conſliderati- 
ons 1 ventur'd to preſent you, did at 


' Jeaſt (o far contribute to your Freedom, 


as fo give you the delire and the defign 
of regaining it, For, | hope, I need not 
tell you, that 1 ſeldom uſe Endeavours, 
whole Proſperouſneſſe is more welcome 
to me, than thoſe, that aſpire to ſerve 
Lindamor. And though I cannot ever 
pay you any Great Services in relation 
to my vaſtly Greater deſires, yet I can 
ſcarce do you Little ones in relation to 
the Delight reſulting from the having 
done you any, Nor has the Joy which 
this ſucceſs of my Diſcourſes brings me, 
being ſparingly encreas'd by my having 
ventur'd them with much more Delire, 
than ExpeRation, of their Proſpering 3 
and lefſe out of any ftrong hope they 
would (ucceed, than out ofan unwilling- 
neſle to leave the means, I thought leaſt 
improbable, unaflay'd : being invited 
to excite you to greater hopes, than [ 
durſt allow my ſelf for you; by the Ex- 
ample of Generals, who, whatſoever di- 
ſtruſtful thoughts they harbour 1n their 
breaſts, ſuppoſe, that (before the Bat- 
tel ) tomake their Souldiers fight ſuc- 
ceſsfully, *cis as well conducive as requi- 

C2 rey 


Serapbick Love. 
lite, by encoursging Orations, to make * 
them chink they ſhall doſo. For, al- ' 
though 1 endeavour'd indeed to per- ' 
ſzade you, that Reaſon being born Sove- , 
raign of the Paſſions, though her Lemcy 
or Supineneſs do ſometimes both occa- 
fion and permic their Ulurpations; She 
is (eldome (op diveſted of her Native 
. Power, but that whenſoever ſhe pleaſeth 
to imploy what ſhe hath left, ſhe is able 
to reſume what ſhe hath loſt: And though 
J] was willing you ſhould believe, that 
to perfe& what your Reſentment had 
begun , was a Task ſo ealic, that the 
Victory was as much in your power, as 
the Reſolution of attempting it; Yet, 
notwichftanding all this, I fay, I was once 
half perſuaded, that to undertake the 
Curing of a Lover was the next Weak- 
neſſe to the being one. And, Lendamor, 
to deal ingenioutly with you, your Re- 
covery hath circumſtances in it, that 
make me very apprehenfive, that you are 
not yet our of the danger of a Relapſe, 
and that you have not halfſo abſolutely 
abandon'd your former Amorous Conſti- 
eution of mind, as the former Idol of it., 
I know that from a perſon, who, ſor one? | 
that hath never yet been hurt by Cxpid,] ! 
is accuſed of uſing him flightingly and} | 
leyere{ | 
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Sera$hick Lowe. 


ſeverely enough, you will expe& Endea- 
vours to preſerve you from Relapſes, by 
ſuch diſſuafions from Love, as its Vota- 
ries will ſcarce vouchſafe ſo mild a Title 
to, as Chat of InveQives againſt it. And 
I ſhall Ingenuouſly acknowledge, Linda- 
mor, that | have been ſometimes no very 
unready Satyriſt on that Theme; and 
with a Pen, reliſhing of the Liberty [ 
cheriſh'd in my heart, endeavour'd to 
diſabuſe thoſe ſervile Souls, that being 
born to Reaſon, ſo far degraded them- 
ſelves, as to boaſt ſolely an excefſe of 
Paſſion 3 and had ſuch low and narrow 
Thoughts of Felicity and Miſery, as to 
expe either from a Womans uſage. 
All which f chought 1 might the freelier 
do, becauſe having never known the in- 
felicities of Love, bur in the ſufferings 
of others, I might probably ſuppoſe, thac 
my Declamations againſt ic would pafſe 
for the produfions of my Reaſon, not 


.my Revenge. But, Lindamor , though 


the excravagancies of ſome Mens folly, 
have been ſometimes too great, to let 
me avoid laughing (omewhat Satyrically 
at it; yet lamreally too little an ene- 
my to Love, unleſle exceſſive or mil- 
ww by indiftin& and disfiguring Con- 


rations, to repreſent to you the 
B3 Nobleſt 


SeR. 1, 
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Nobleſt Paſſion of the Mind, as it is moſt 
hideous and Formidable Diſeaſe. 

To Love, even with ſome Paſlionate- 
nefſe, the Perſon you would Marry, is 
not only allowable but Expedient , be- 
ing almoſt neceſſary to the Duty of fix- 
ing your AﬀeCion, where you have once 
engaged your Faich; For, it hath been 
obſerv*d , that Love doth (eidom (uffer 
it (elf to be confin'd by other Matches 
than thoſe of its own making. And few, 
bue they,that are ſo wile as they lee cauſe 
to be almoſt in Love before hand with 
thoſe they Marry, prove (o honeſt as af- 
terwards to be in Love with none elle. 
Since therefore, the marriage of a Wiſe 
man ſuppoſes at leaſt as high a degree 
of Love, as he is capable to cheriſh 
without forfeiting that Title 3 1 can 
ſcarce diſfallow the being moderat]y in 
Love without being injurious to Mar- 
riage, which is a Relation, that though 
Ican with much leſs relu&ancy Permit 0- 
thers, than Contra my (elf; yet dare 
I not abſolutely condemn a condition of 
Life, as expedient to no Man, without 
which, even Paradiſe and Innocence were 


not ſufficient to compleat the Happinels | 


of the firſt Man. Thus you ſee, Lindamor, 
that 1 donot promiſcuouſly quarrel with 


all | 


p 
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all ſorts of Love, but endeavour only to 
poſſeſſe you wich this Truth , That as 
antiently, among the Jewes, there were 
odoriferous Unguents, which it was nei- 
therunuſual nor unlaful to anoint them- 
ſelves with,or beſtow upon their Friends; 
but there was a certain peculiar Com- 
poſition coo, of a pretious Qintment, 
which GOD having reſerv'd to be im- 
ploy'd in his own Service; with chat, 
the Perfuming of their Friends was Cri- 
minal and Sacrilegious: So there are 
regulated degrees of Love , which *tis 
not forbidden to harbor,for a Friend, a 
Miſtriſs, or a Wife ; but there is too a 
certain peculiar ſtrain , or ( if 1 may fo 
call it) Herorick Temperament of Love, 
which, where ever it is found, makes it 
belong , as unalienable, as juſtly, unto 
GOD. Avirtuous Wife may love both 
her Husbands Relations and her own. 
and yet be truly faid co Love him with 
her whole heart; becauſe there is a cer- 
tain unrivall'd degree of Kindnefle, and 
a peculiar ſort of Love which conſtitutes 
true conjugal Aﬀettion, that ſhe confines 
to him, and reſerves intirely for him, 
and would think it Criminal to harbor 
for any other perſon: So a Religious 
Soul may obey the Command, of loving 

| B 4 God 
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God entirely, though ſhe allow her Af 
ſefions other ObjeAs 3 provided, they 
be kept in a due Subordination to, and 
kept from entring into Competition 
with that Love,which ought to be appro- 
priated to Himzand which reſults ctuefly 
from, an either altogether, or almoſt, 
unincreaſable Elevation, and vaſtneſſe of 
Aﬀettion ; from an intire Refignment 
to, and an abſolute dependence on, the 
Lov'd Party; from a reftleſſe Diſquiet 
on the leaſt ſenſe or doubt of Her Diſ- 
pleaſure; from a greater Concern in Her 
Intereſts, than ones own : from an ex- 
peRation no leſs than Felicity or Wret-» , 
chednefle from her Friendſhip or Indig- 
nation; or at leaſt a perſuadedneſs that 
nothing can be a greater Happineſs than 
Her Favour, or deſerve the name of 
Happineſs without it. For, where ever 
2 Pafſion has theſe Properties, or any of 
them, conſpicuous in it; it cannot, but 
by being conſecrated to God, avoid be- 
coming injurious both eo Him and it 

ſelf. The very Nobleneſle of it entitles 
Him to it: As in ſome Kingdoms, (and 
particularly here in England _ _ 
Veins of courſer Metals may belong to 
the Owner of the Soil they grow in, yet 

2] the Mines of the more perſe&t _ 
tals ' 
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tals (as Gold and Silver ) are by che 
Law made Mines Royal, and belong to 
the King, to whom their value appro- 
priates them. By reflefing upon this 
peculiar Notion of Love , you may be 
pleas'd, Lindamor, to interpret ſuch in- 
definite Expreſſions as you may meet 
with in the following Diſcourſe. And 
this Love, I have taken the freedom to 
fiyle Seraphbick Love, ( not our of any 
affeftation of Tumid Words or Titles, 
but ) borrowing the name from (it the 
Romiſh Divines be good Marſhal» of the 
Heavenly Hoſt ) thoſe nobler Spirits of 
the Celeſtial Hierarchie , whole Name 
in the Language to 75, me Seraphim, in the He: 
which it belongs. ex- brew, ſprings from the Rovt Sa- 
prefſes them to be raph. which frignifies 10 burn or 


; . flame : Whence, Numbt. 21. 6. 
of a Flaming 0 thiſe pernicinus creatures , that 


and whoſe imploy- our Tranſlators Engliſh, Fiery 
ment (mentioned in Serpents, are filed in the Origi- 
the * Evangelical nel, Hanacchatim has-ſeraphim. 
Prophet's Myſterious Viſion ) ſufficient» * Iſa. 6. 
ly points at the divine Ovje&, to which 2+ 3: 
the flames, that warm them, aſpire and 

tend. And me thinks, Lindamor , that 

you ſhould find it no faint Invitation 

to embrace Serephick Love, that you 

may have the Advantage, by making 

your ſelf a Rival to theſe glorious Spi- 

rits- 
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rits, to make them your Friends, and 
the honour to be ingaged ina Service, 
where you are ſure of ſuch Illuſtrious 

Concurrents. Art leaſt if you be of the ' 
mind of that generous Youth,(to whoſe 
ſucceſsful Valour the couquer'd World 
tas both Theatre and Trophie ) who 
retus?'d to run at the Oiympick Games, 
becauſe there were no Monarchs to run 
with him. Bur 1 fear, Lindemor, | have 
a little digreſs*d; fince | might have told 
you in fewer word, that 1t 1s not my de- 
fign in this Paper to declame againſt Love 
in general, or make a ſolemn Harangue 
of the Fickleneſs of Women; and that 
therefore, as when young Gallants (ſuch 
as you, Lindamor ) are ſubje& to caſt 
away their Love upon unfit Objes,their 
diſcreet Friends, ( ſenſible of the truth 
of the Italian Comick's Obſervation,that 


Oneſta contra” amore 
E troppo frale ſchermo 
In gtovinetto Cuore. 


In youthfull Hearts bare Vertues 
wont to prove 

But a weak ſhield againſt the 
darts of Love. ) 


without 


bh 
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without taking any more than neceſſary 
notice of their former tond and ftragling 
Paſſions, reclaim them by either match- 
ing them, or at leaſt (in order thereun- 
to) engaging their Addrefles toPerſon:, 
whoſe Beauty or Prerogatives may both 
legitimate and confine their affe&ions : 
So I ſhall now endeavour to prevent riie 
future Gaddings of your Love to Ob- 
je&s, that canuot deſerve fo tranicen- 
denr and Jiſintereſt a one, as | have ob- 
ſerv*'d yours to have been; by preterring 
and engaging it co the True Objeft thac 
Paſſion was born to, the Nobleſt it can 
aſpire to, and the moſt Satisfying 1t can 
enjoy. Yes, Lindamor, as 1t has hither- 
to been my nut-unproſperous Task to 
Un-hood your Scul, | ſhall now make 
it my buſinel(s to ſhew her Game to fly 
at, I ſee that Love in Lindamor is too 
Noble and Predominant an Aﬀe&ion, 
to be either Eaſie or Fit tobe deſtroy'd. 
Ie will therefore be my deſign, not to 
Suppreſs your flame, but to Addreſs it. 
I wiſtd it withdrawn from Hermione, 
not to Annihilate it, but to Transfigure 
it. 1 would not have a Paſſion which 
wanted nothing,but a due ObjeR, to be 
Seraphick Love; like Vulgar men, be 
(wallow'd up by Death, the common 
fate *: 


Sed. a. 


' Numb.2. 
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fate: But be ennobled by a deftiny bke 
that of Enech and Elias, who, having 
ceas'd to converſe with Mortals, Dy'd ' 
net. but were Tranſlated into Heaven. 
What has been ſaid already, Linda- 
mor, hath, it ſeems, ſiffic'd to reife 
your Love ; by Diſabuling ic, and ſhew- 
jag you, how unficly it was plac'd on its 
former Obje&s. Your proficiency in 
Thar, invites me to proceed with you to 
a new Leſſon, and (mindfull of that true 
Saying of an Eminence Father, Nemo ali- 
quem amat, quem non vult eſſe meliorem ) 
co endeavour to exalt your paſſion by 
DireCing and Setling ic upon an Ob- 
zjeR, the due Contemplation of whoſe 
Lovelineſs may cure as perfealy all 
hurts received from any Mortal Beauty, 
as anticatly the Sight of the Myfterious 
Serpear oa Che Pole did cure the hurts 
the fiery Serpents gave. For, fince to 
g27e ſly. on an outward Beauty, 
where all yoar looking will but diſcover 
the ſame face, is found (o effetual to 
repel ” _ Blow the fire of Love, 
ich the Greeks preteily enough ex- 
prefle by their «+5 592 «ax 70 6pay ) 
how mach muſt a due Contemplation 
emmour us of that Divine, and, though 
Refulgent, yet ever more and more Dif. 
coverable 
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coverable Obje&, where Attention and 
Wonder fiill mutually excite and che- 
riſh each other > Whence the zealouſeſt 
and perfe&eſt Lovers of God are the 
glorious Angels, of whom our Saviour 


. ſayes, that in Heaven they alwayes be-,, 2 
bold 'the face of his Father which is in -_ ; 


Heaven; and thoſe bleſſed Saints, whoſe 
imployment, and whole happineſs is, in 
the Revelation, _ to be, To follow 


the Lamb whitherſoever hee goes. And Rev. 14: 


thoſe unblemiſh'd Perſons are in that 9: 
place recorded to have kept themſelves 
Undefiled by mortal Beauties; to teach 
us, that the nearer and clearer Intuition, 
that Heaven affords them of the glort- 
ous Obje& of their Paſſion, was, not 
the Cauſe of it, but the Recompence 3 
and that whilſt they liv'd Exiles here on 
Farth, *cwas ſuch a ſpeculation, as 1 am 
recommending ( Lindamor ) to You, 


wherewith they liv'd ( to borrow the 4, x, 
Expreſſion uſed of Moſes ) as ſeeing him 27. 


who is inviſible 3 a Sight, whoſe Glory 
made them look on fading Beauties, 
with as undaz\'d and untroubPd Eyes,as 
Eagles can be ſuppos'd to caſt on Glo- 
worms when they have been newly gaz- 
ing on the Sun. 


To engage your Loye, Lindamor, 'to Se#. 3. 


this 


Serdpbick Love. 


that all chat | have laid co divert your 
former Flames, and all that | may ſay to 
depiciate and diſcredit thule degrading 
and dilquieting Amours, that are wont 
to inveagle Mortals, may be look'd upon 
as meznt, rather by way of Preparative, 
than of Motive, aiming but to Dilabuſe 
and Reftihe your mind, that with Com- 
pos'd and Unprepoſſels'd choughts you 
may judge of the O.jeRt | propole to 
you. Which to qualifie you to be bur 
impartial to, this Method ſeem'd expe- 
dient ; being bur imploy'd upon ſuch a 
Score, as that on which the Platoniſts 
us'd to premiſe certain Virtues, which 
they(lignificantly enough) call'd Purga- 
tive, todilpole and fit the Mind for the 
Reception of ſublimer truths. As Phy- 
ficians to clear the Sight are wont to 


purge the Head, that the Eye freed from 


all darkning and diſguiſing TinC&ures, 


may the more perfteGtly diſcern the Ob- | 


jeas preſented to it, And cettainly, the 
Love I would perſuade, is of a nature, 
that makes nothing more conducive to 
it, than the greateſt Llncloudedneſs of 
the Eye, and the perfeteſt Iluftration 


ehis ſublimeſt of Obje&s, 1 ſhall deſire, 


— 


of the Obje&t: which is ſuch, that the | 


cleareſt Reaſon is the moſt advantageous 
Lighr 
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Serapbick Love. 
Light it, can defire to be ſeen by. You 
know the Story of that witty Wench, 
who us'd merrily to wiſh her Lover all 
good Qualities, but a good Underftan- 
ding; for That, faid ſhe, would make 
them out of Love with me. The Di- 
vine Obje& to which I would Prefer 
you, Lindamor, 1s lo far from being ob« 
noxious to a Danger of that Nature, 
that 1 need not Diſparage any other to 
Enamour you of this. For, the Creator 
1s £00 full of Excellencies to 'need to be 
recommended or ſet oft by the Crea- 
ture's Defefts. He was (overainly Love- 
ly in Himſelf, before they had a Being ; 
nor has his giving us that Paſſion, call'd 
Love, made him the unfitter Obje@ for 
it. To love God, but becauſe your Mi- 
ſtriſs has perſonall faults, is a greater, 
than any of thoſe for which you have 
declin'd her; an\ is ſuch a Solaeciſm in 
Seraphick Love, as it were in the Perfi- 
an Religion, (for that has yet embracers 
in the Faſt, as thoſe, that have there 
convers*d with them,afſure me) to make 
the Spots that blemiſh the Moon the 
Motives of their worſhipping the Sun. 
Hermione 1s a Lady, to whole noble Re- 
lations | am too much a Servant, not to 
have a Reſpe& for Her; and IJ cannot, 
without 


Serapbick Love. 
withoue concluding her an Extraordi- | 
nary perſon , remember how lately ſhe 
enjoy'd the honour of Captivating Lin* 
damor 3 and though ſhe has fince by un» 
juriouſly Declining, juily Forfeited the 
olorious Ticle of his Miſtriſs ; yet the 
Qualities, that gave it her, made me, a- 
mong divers others, like het lo well, that 
*cis now my Quarrel to her, that ſhe Is 
not what ſhe Was. And therefore, what 
ever may fall from my Pen to her dilad- 
vantage, retates to Her but as ſhe was, 
or may againbe, an Obſtacle co your de- 
votedneſs to Seraphick Love. To ingage 
you to which, (all chis notwithſtanding, 
Lindamor ) | muſt do you the right to 
tell you, that God deſerves the higheſt 
Elevation of your Love, though Her- 
mione had not rejeted it, Were ſhe 
not only as Handſome as you fancyd ' 
her, but as Conſtant as you wilh'd her, 
her Beauty, and her Friendſhip too con- 
curring, could not have made her other 
than, as Difadvantagious as Injurious, 
a Rival unto God; and, in the very 
Fruition of as obliging Returns as her 
Kindneſs could have made your Paſſion, 
ſhe would have deſerv'd but a more 
moderare Degree of it. Angels, to 
whom Women were never falfe or wa 
Cl, | 


Seraphick ' Love. 


el.love their Maker abovedll things, and he 


to whom''St *Fohn preſents his Adoration, Rev. 22. 
refuſed it for himſelf todiredt it unto God. 4% 19-1 


Woild' not your ſelf, Lindamor , have 
chought your Hermione ablolutely Hand- 
ſome, though Moors had not worn the De- 
vil's Livery ; and the thing call'd Deformij- 
ty,/had been as mich a ſtranger, as it is un- 
welcome to her Sex? *Tis crue, fuch is our 
fraifty,that, As the Tſraelites needed a cru- 
el and oppreſſive Bondage in Xyypr,to make 
them retolve on returning to the Bleſſed 
Land of Canaan;(o oftentimes,the amorousg 
Soul needs the harſh Ulage of a difdaintull 
Miſtreſs, to diſguſt it wich its Thraldom, 
and make- it aſpire to its more gemiine 


and Gtisfying Obje&. I may therefore al- 


tow Aermione's Defets to have given you 
Freedom and Occafion to conſider the Pre- 
rogatives of Seraphick Love : but I muſt 
not allow them to be the chief Motives 
of your embracing it. For, it were too in- 
Jurious to its glorious Obje,to make that 
but the Refuge ofa Defeated Paſſion, whoie 
Tranſcendency entitles it to more than che 
moſt Elevated and Entire one. Alas, God 
needs not theſe beggerly Paiallels with any 
fading Qbje&s, to become that of our dif- 
abus*d Devotion, and He were Lovely with- 


. out cohipariſon, as well as He is ſo Above 
it,” And'chough I benot ſo unjuſt to deny, 


3 $7 that 
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that there are Ladies ( iome of which 1 
have the happinels .not to be unknown to | 
my (elt ) whoſe Excellencies are capable to | 
ennoble their whole Sex: Yet their greateſt ' 
accompliſhments compar'd to His PerteQi- 
ons, whoie gitts they ace, are in that E- 
ciipling company, as inconſpicuous as the 
faiar Qualicies ot more Ocdinary perſons. 
As when in a clear Morning, the Rihting-Sun ' 
vouchlafes to viſit us, as well thale Bright 
Stars that did Adoin our Hemiſphere, as 
thoſe Dark ſhades that did Benight it, va- 
viſh Conſonantly whereunto,give me leave 
to obſerve to you, Lindamor, that though 
divers of God's Attributes are through 
his Goodneſs participated by his Crea- 
tures , yet the Scripture makes ſo vaſt a 
diſparity betwixt the Excellencies tbat it 
aſcribes to Men, and the ſame Perfe&ions 
conſider'd as they exiſt inGod,that it (ſeems | 
abſolutely to exclude Created Beings from 
anyTitle co thoſe Attributes; becauſe they | 
poſſeſs them but in a way (o Inferior to that 
tranſcendent , peculiar , and Divine man- 
ner, in which they belong to God. Thus 
our Saviour 'fays to him that '( taking 
him but for a Man) call'd him. good, 
Why calleft thou me good ? There is none good, 
but, One,(that is.) God. Thus St..Pay/.calls 
.God ( or Chriſt.) . the only Potentate, 
«aG- 1v2755, though the Earth he ſhaved br 


ley 
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ſeveral Potentates 3 and even the devour | 
Eunuch in che A&s, and the depoſed AR. 8.19 
Grandees mentioned by the Bleſſed Virgin MuK-1-52 
in her Canticle,are, ih the Original, ſtyled 
Potentates. ' Tnus, thongh there be Wiſe mar. 24. 
Virgins as well as Fooliſh; and though our 5. 
Saviour tells us, That the Chil.lren of this -0k-15.8 
World are in their generations wiſer than 
the Children of Light : Yet St. Paulſcruples 
not to tearm his Maker, The only Wiſe 1 Tim.1; 
God; and thus he elſe-where Paraphrales 17. 
him, He that only hath immortality,though * Tim.6s 
Angels and humane Souls be Deathleſs. In ?** 
(o Incommunicable a manner does the Su- 
periority of God's Nature make him poſ- 
ſes thoſe very Excellencies, which the dif- 
faſivene(s of his Goodneſs makes him plea- 
ſed coCommunicate. I am the more zea- 
lous, Lindamor, to transfigure your Love 
into Devotion, (which I muſt defire you to 
look upon but as a vary'd name for Sera- 
phick. Love ) becauſe I have obſerv'd your 

aſſion to have been extream|y impatient 
of Confinement, and to have cfieem?'d what 
ever may be tearm*d Limits to be Priſons. 
Few therefore can Need more, or Deſerve 
better, an obje& for their Love, for which 
too immenſe a vaſinels were impoſſible. 
And ſuch a one is God, whoſe Soveraign 
Perſe&ions render him ſo nncapable of be- 
ing loy'd Tog Much, that che moſt aſpiring 
| C2 Paſſion 
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Paſſion can ſcarce arrive (ſo much, as) to 
Lefſen its Diſproportioa co the Qbje&. 
Other Paſſions, like other Rivers, are moſt 
lik'd, when they calmly flow within their 
wonted Banks : But of Seraphick Love, as 
of Nilus, the very Inundations might be de- 
firable, and his Over-flowing make him the 
more welcome. For mortal Beauties, our 
paſſions are like our (elves : If our Stature 
chance to exceed a certain ſize or Standart, 
it makes us Monſtrous; but Devotion is 
like a flawleſs Diamond, where the Bignels 
taxes the Value, and the unuſual Bulk both 
rates and inhances the Luſtre and the Price. 
To give GOD All our Love is the greateſt 
Command both of the Law and Gotpel (in - 
its capacious and teeming Womb , both 
Compriſing and Cheriſhing all the other - 
Services God requires ) and that there is 
not more exacted of us, 15 not, that an Ad- 
dition were Culpable, but becauſe it is 
Impoſſible. So noble is the nature of De- 
votion, that it admits of failings but by 
one of the Extremes, which is that of De- 
fe&. For, Mediocrity, (whoſe Office *cis 
to reſtrain us from approaching the utmoſt 
Limits) which in other Paſſions is an Ex- 
cellence, is here an ImperfeCtion. Or, at \ 
leaſt, if Mediocrity be that which creates 
Paſſions Virtues, the Mediocrity of this | 
Love muſt conſiſt in the Boundleſneſs + it, 

% -— ce | 


Ws we 


SO 0. OO WW &@ y UW 35» I 505 9 © 5 ay ov FL-- 


Seraphick Love. 21 
fince that is it which makes it moſt a Vir- 2 
tue, The manaſter God's own heait is Pſal. 42. 
not afear'd to own even to his Maker '- ©*7v#* 
an ardency of Love for Him, which muſt hiee f wy : 
be expreſt by the ſignificant Metaphor of 7c, © * 
Thirſt 3 and that ſuch a Thirſt too , as $Sennrerr. 
makes the panting Hart ( by Naturaliſts I»#i. De 
obſerved to bea very Dry Creature ) bray __ 
C as Iremember the Hebrew hath it ) for ——_— - 
thoſe refreſhing ſtreams , whoſe want di- jp, pare 
ſtreſſes and reduces her to an almoſt gaſping i. cap. ,, 
condition : My very Soxl (faith he) thirſt- veil. . 
eth for God. And we know, that Thirſt is 

not anly ſo violent an appetite, that it 

leſſens the Wonder of that Monarch's Bar- 


| gain, whom Hiſtory records to have parted 


with his Kingdom fora Cup of water : But 
thirſt doth ſo confine our Longings to what 
It craves,that nothing elſe can tatisfie them. 
The wealth of both the Indies would not 
excuſe the want ofa needed Cup, ſuppohng 
their Poſſeſſor tormented with anAppetite, 
which cannot be quench'd but by Drink. To 
which 1 muſt add,that the uneaſine(s of unre- 
liev'd thirſt,is not, like that of other inconve 


 niences,leſſen'd by Continuance, but grows 
; by Laſting the more Unſupportable. The 


ſame inſpir'd Poet ſcruples not alſo to pro- 


| feſs (oſenfible and ſo ative a Concern for 


God's Intereſts,that the zeal of God's Houſe 


| hadeaten him up; and hugely troubled be is, 


C3 cha 


33 Sera)bick Love. | 
that others are not a:icted with the fame | 
Plal. 119. Zeal. 1 beheld (lays he) the Tranſgreſſors, | 
39. andwasgrieved, becaute they kept not thy | 
| —_— Word. Nay, Rivers of waters, lays he, run 
% 13% down mine Eyes , becauſe they kept not thy 
Law ; and to manifeſt how nutrch the ten- 
derneſs & un' eterv*Jnels of his Love, made + 
him think thoſe his triends or enemies, that ' 
| 04 were lo to God, Mine eves (lays he) ſpall . 
7 be upon the faithful of the Land, that they 
may dwell with me: He that walketh perfed 
in the way, be ſhall lerve me. Do not Thate 
Pſal. 139. them, O Lord, that hate Thee ? and am not 
*1y22- Tgrieved with thoſe , that riſe up anainft 
Thee ? I hate them with 4 perfe@ hatred, I 
count them mine enemies. At this Rate 
did pious David love his Maker; but he 
was ſo far from thinking this Rate Exceſſive, 
that , cranſported by the ſenſe of his Per- 
ſonal Difability to pay that Divine Obje& 
all the Love that his PerfeCtions merited ; 
Prat 12 be is not content to rouſe up all his own * 
ny 3* faculties to praiſe God, ( Bleſs the Lord , 
O my Soul, and all that is within me bleſs 
bis holy N:me ) but he invites all the God- 
Pati 1 ly to aſhſt him in the Payment of fo vaſt a, 
2, 7' Debt. ( Love the Lord all ye Saints, for, 
| Oc. ) Andagain, ( Praiſe the Lord, all 
Pal. 138. ye Nations, preife him all ye People. ) And 
_ not content neither frequently to do this, 


as may appear by very many paſlages = 
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Serabick-Lov. 
his acred Poems, he extends his Iovication 
eo the Angels, and all the other' Hoſts of 
God, and concludes the Book - of Pfalms 
witha , Let every thing that hath Bre 
praiſe the Lord. Hallelijahs | 


- Nor does it invalidate what has now Se#. 4. 


been delivered, that fome Men have, even 
by Devour Perſons , been blam'd for too 
much Devotion : for, it was not anexceſs 
of Love,but a want of Diſcretion, 'that was 
ouilty of their faults; The Expreflions-of 
our Love to God ought to be regulated, 
not by our blind and wild Phancies , bur 
by his revealed Will, (as Chriſt fayes, If 
you love me, keep my Commandments ) and 
therefore it is very poflible to be Too de- 
vout, not becauſe any Expreſhon of Seras 
phick Love can be made with coo much Ar- 
dency, whilſt *cis confider*d abſtra&edly in 
it (elf, and irrelatively to che reſt'; But 
becauſe that there being ſeveral duties of 
Love, which require an Ardency of it, *ris 
injurious to exerciſe all that in one alone, 
or a few, that belongs equally to the ne- 
pleted others. We muft not ( as too 
many Profefſors are now wont to do, of 
whoſe error you may receive a fuller ac- 
count inſome other Papers) dafh in pieces 
the two Tables of > 8 Law apainſ one 
another ; But muſt fo ove GOD with «fl 
our hearts , as td love our Neighbour as out 
ſelves. | 


ſelves. You know what our Saviour ich 
co the Phariſees , that Tithed Mint, and 
Cummig,, with a negle& of Judgment, 

Mercy, and Faith, thole weightier matters 
” Mar. 23, Of che Law 3 Theſe ought you (#«) tobave | 
* 83, done,and not to leave the other undone, And 
indeed this Partialicy , Lindamor , which 
makes us diſplay ſo much of the ſtrength | 
and vigour of our Spirits in ſome favourite- | 
Ducies, that we can bur languidly and per- 
funQorily perform thoſe others,we are leſs 

fond of; begets in Devotion a Diſeaſe, not 

unlike that new one in Children we call 

the Rickets, which ſome learned Phyſici- 

ans do not improbably conceive to ariſe 

fram the Unequal Nutrition of the parts. 

For though none of them receive Ex- 

ceſſive Nouriſhment , yer ſome of them 
receiving as much as is convenient for 
them, and thereby growing up to their 
natural bigneſs, whilſt others are leſs nou- 

riſh'd than ( were the Body healthful ) 

they would be, do grow fo little, that the 
ſounder parts ſeem Over-grown,and fo the 
diſproportion betwixt Them and the Ric- 

keting ones makes the whole Body they 

| compole miſ-ſhapen and unwieldy. But, 
v Lindamor,this proves not that we can love 
| God too much, but only that we may im- 
. ploy too much of that Love, in this or 
that way of expreſſing it, Whilſt we are 
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Serapbick Love, 
of clay, there. are many Duties, which do 


as well challenge an Intenſity of our affe- 
Rions, as thoſe which relate more imme- 


diately co God. As St. Paul tells us, That ; cor. 9. 
there is difference betwixt married and 32,33,34 


ſingle Perſons,the affeftions of the one be- 
ing at liberty, to devote themſelves mote 
undiſtratedly to God, whereas thoſe of che 
other are diſtrafted ; ( as Adam's were, 
betwixt his Maker and his Rib. ) Bur 
where a dire& and immediate expreſlion 
of Love to God defrauds not any other 
Duty, there it is free from che danger of 
Exceſs. Though Praiers may calily be too 
long, and Faſts grow exotbiranc ; yet 
Chriſt could ſpend the whole night in 
Praier, and Faſt forty days without 11mo- 
derateneſs, when the other expreſſions of 
his Love to his Father,and the other exer- 

ciſes of his Mediatory Fun&tion, were not 

thereby diſturb'd , but further*'d and pro- 


moted, And fo E/yj:iþ might inculpably 1King 19 


faſt long, when that faſting did not dilable 2+ 


him co proſecute his pony co the Mount 


of God; and though juſt men here on 


> Earth muſt expreſs their Love to their 


Maſter by (that buſey diſtrating, and re- 
moter-WFay of Service) Tradeing with his 
a" truſted co them; yer when their 
e of Mortality diſpenſes them from 
_ thoſe 
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25 
(3s Job ſpeaks.) Inhabitants of theſe bouſes Job 4.19 


_ theelaborious and avocating duties to dis | 
ſreſſed Chriſtians , and their own (ecular 
Relacions, which are here requiſite to be 
perform'd ; their Glorift'd (pirics may 
now, without any Immoderate devotion, }. 
imploy, I ay not, their Time, our their | 
Eternity it ſelf, in Converfing with God, | 
and following the Lamb wtutherſoever he | 
goes. And congruoufly I obſerve, that the | 
four myſterious Beaſts, allow'd to approach | 
Rev.4-6, neareſt to the Throne of God, though ' 
: cheir many wings,and more numerous eyes, | 
intimate them of a very ative nature, are | 
repreſented to us in the Apocalyple, as 
addi&ed but to one imployment, ceaſing : 
verſ, 8, neither day nor night from Joying, Holy,Hel, 
Holy, Lord God Almighty ; and from giving 
Glory , and Honor , and Thanks unto him. 
And of thoſe that have whited their Robes ' 
in the blood of the Lamb, this account is in | 
the ſame Book given us , that they are be- | 
Rev. 7.14 fore the Throne of God,and ſerve Him day and 
IS: night in bis Temple. Sotrueis it, thar no 
Degree of Seraphick Love can be Exceſſive, 
nay, not any Expreſſion of ic Immoderate, 
unleſs it be made ſo, not by its Greatneſs, | 
but by its Ulturpatimn , whereby ic either | 
ingroffes or invades what belongs to its 
injur'd and languiſhing . Aﬀotiates. Our 
Love unto the Creatures is a Preſent, but ' 
. untoGoditis a Tribute , and —_— 
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Serapbick Love. © 
may eaſily play the Prodigals'in parting 
( vver-freely ) with our Gifts, we can 
ſcarce be (ſo in the payment of our Debts; 
for, be che Summs never (o vaſt we pay a- 
way, their being Due, in ſpite of cheir 
being Great , makes the Disburtement too 
much an AQ of Juſtice, to be one of Pro- 
fulneſs. Seraphick Love , ( whoſe Paſſio- 
natenels is its beſt Complex1on }) has then 
moſt approact'd its nobleſt meature, when 
it can leaſt be meaſur*d : nor ought its Ex- 
rent to admit any other Limits than an 
utter Diſability to exceed thoſe that cermi- 
nate it, For he alone loves God as much 
as he Ought, that loving Him-as much as 
he Can, ttrives to repair the deplor*d im- 
perfe&ion of that Love, with an extream 
Regret to find his Love no Greater. Such 
a ſublimicy of Love will beſt entitle you to 
the Conſolation accruing from that memo- 
rable paſſage of St. Fohn, where he ſays, that 


God is Love,and be that dwelleth inLove dwel- 1 Toh. 4 


teth in God,and God in bim. Which ſupphies 16- 
me with a forcible Inducement , to invite 
you to an.cager aſpiring to a Tranſcenden- 
cy in Devotion, fince it may reader Self- 
denial ſo eafie, that *cwill ( at laſt )) al- 
moſt diveſt that name. For, this fublimer 
Love being , by an intimate conjugion 


_ * With its Obje&, wholly devoted'To it, 
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and throughly refined from all bafe Drofs of 
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Seraphick Love. | 
ſelkſhneſs and intereft, nobly begets a moſt ' 
fri Union of our Wills with God's, or 
C rather ) a perfeX Submiſſion of the one | 
to the other. Andthus, when it is be- 
come Your Will to obey His, no diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence will immoderately diſ- 

uiet you, for, you poſſeſs your Wiſhes in - 
eneral, and in Bulk , though poſlibly not 
always in Retail. For, your chiefeſt Deſire 
being to ſee your Maker's Will fulfillPd, ' 
your knowledge ofhis being the Soveraign 
and uncontrol!*d Diſpoſer of the Events,al(- 
ſures you, that all Accidents that can be- 
fall you, are but exa&t Accompliſhments of 
his Will, and conſequently of Yours, ſo far 
forth as that is included and compri:'d in 
His. When you have Reſign'd, or rather 
Canfign'd your expropriated Will C If I 
may ſo call it ) to God, and thereby ( as 
at were ) entruſted him co Will for you ; 
all his Diſpoſals of, and his Diſpenſations 
towards you, are, in effe&, the Acts of your 
own Will, with the advantage of their be- 
ing Dire&ed and Specified by Him. An Ad- 
vantage that does at once aſſure you both 
of their Reficude and Succeſs. God's Wil- 
dom, Power, and Love to you conſider'd, 
how much more happy muſt you be in your 
Options of his chuling for you, than your 
immediate own ? The Patient thinks hime- - ' 
- felfobliged to gratifie his Phyſician for chu< 
fing ..: 
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Seraphick Love. 
ſing for him what ſorts of meat he is 
to feed on ; though the Door be wont 
to make ſuch a choice for him, as deprives 
him of the Diſhes he beſt Likes, and often- 
times confines him to thoſe heLoaths. Alas, 
how often might God fay of our Requeſts, 
as Chriſt did of thoſe of the two aſpiring 
Diſciples, Te know not what ye ask? | ad- 
mire, and bluſh to read inan Heathen Saty- 


\ riſt ſo Heavenly a Leflon, as, 


Permittes ipfis expendere Numinibus, quid 

Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile noſtris : 

Nam pro Fucnndis utilia queque dabunt 
Di, 

Charior eſt illis homo, quam ſibi: nos ani- 
morum 

Impulſu, & ceca pravaque cupidine dudi, 

Conqugium petimus partumque uxoris ; dt 
ws 

Notum,qui pueri,qualiſque futurd fit uxor, 


Unto the wiſer Gods the care permit, 

Of what's for us and our affairs moft Fit. 

They will for Pleaſant things the Beſt 
confer ; : 

TY whom Man is, than to himſelf, more 

ear. 

We by our Blinder Paſſions ledaftray, 

Do for a Wife perhaps or Children pray: 

Which they may chance refuſe us out 
of Love, Knowing 


4 -_ * Serapbick Love. 
Knowing what both the Wiſe and Boys 
would prove. 


The confideration of which made a Hea- ' 
chen Philoſopher ſay, That he was wont ! 
only in general tearms to beg Good things | 
of the Gods , leaving it tothem to deter- 
mine what things wer e Gool for him. And ' 
indeed, our own Wiſhes are but too com- ! 
monly as blind as Rache/['s who having (6; 
eagerly longed for Children, that ſhe impa-| 

Gen. 35. tiently cries, Grve me Chiliiren or elſe I dye, 
», 38s died in Child-bearing : And as deſtrudive' 
F to the Wilhers,as their Longings prov'd to. 
i the murmiurins T/raelites,wan loathing the ' 
Num, 11.-wholelome Mamma (that Bread of Angel, p} 
33+ God had provided for them,ate cheir own 
Bane in the Fleſh chey had lo greedily luſt- 
ed ior. Thus, Lindamor, chat ſo-affrigh- 
ting virtue of Self-denial proves to de 
litcle more than a Son's Letter of Attorney 
to his Father, of whoe paternal Kindne(s 
and conſummate Abilities in the manage-/ 
ment of affairs, his confidence amounts un-: 
toacertainty. Nay,till my ſecond Thoughts: 
check*4.the over-forward* Impetuofity of 
my firſt, | was about to add ; Since God' 
reſents an Infinite ſatisfaftion int yy 
pliſhment of his own Will, your 
ver your whole Will to God, wilt 1 
ro you thar Felicity, proporticn's 
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Seraphich Love. ' 
degree of the Religament. And, as the 
Eye, whileſt by the Optick Nerve ty'd un» 
to the Head, fo chain'd, can taſte delights, 
which it is dead to, being once (erv'd trom 
it, though ( otherwiſe ) it enjoy the beft 
Condition of which its inanimate Nature 
can be ſuppos'd to be capable : So may 
your Will by an Identity or Sameneſs ( in 
Tendency, though not it Nature ) with 
your Maker's, as *cwere Engrafted into 
God's, receivea Newandan Enlarg'd ca- 
pacity, which will enable you to contain, 
and relliſh Joys, bighly c:anſcending thole, 
which the fulleſt Fruicion of your ptivate 
wiſhes were able to Create. Thus Self-de- 
nial isa kind. of holy Aﬀociation with God, 
and (by making you his Partner) interefſes 
you in all his happineſs, and acquiſitions; 
And con(onantly we ſee that Glorifi'd Saints 
and Bleſſed Angels, whoſe Will. have the 
moſt exquitite and exa& Conformity to 
God's, enjoy a Happineſs moſt approaching 
His 3 whereas the Apoſtate Spirits , ina 
conh:m'd Repngnancy to his Will, find the 
extremity of Wretchedneſs. 


But thongh I dare not own, L*ndimor, geg_ 5 


ſo bolda Saliy, yet 1 dare without Scruple 
improve the Diſcourle that preceded ir, 
tomake out toyou an advantagious Dif- 


ff fereuce of Seraphick Love from Ordinary 


For, he that nwkes a preſent of his 
| heart 
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Sedaphick Love:"" | 
heartto any Mortal Beauty,” even by her 
welcoming it, and lodging it with her own, ' 
grows lubje& to haveit wounded in her | 
Breaſt. Thote misfortunes reach Him that ' 
would otherwiſe terminate in Het: Her af- 
flitions torment him, whilft his own re- 
prieve him ; and the Felicity of two Per- | 
{ons grows requiſite to make one Happy. 
The letting out our Love to mutable Obs» 
jects, doth bur Inlarge our hearts,and make | 
them the wider Marks tor fortune, and ca- 
pable of being wounded in more places: 
For although Love may as well make us 
participate the Joys, as relent the Intelici- 
ties of the Parties lov*d; yet even the leaſt | 
unhappy Perſons do in fo fickle and fo tem- 
peſtuous a Sea, as we all find this World, 
meet with ſo many more either croſs 
Winds, or ſtormy Guts, chan proſperous 
Gales ; and we are ſo much more ſenſible | 
of Pain, than Pleaſure, ( an Aking-Corn, : 
though leſs than a Sickneſs, unfitting us to 
rehſh the otherwiſe perfeC& health of the 

whole Body) that even Friendſhip it (elf, 
though a much Calmer affe&ion thanLove, | 
oughe to be declin'd, as injurious to our | 
Quiet, did we confider it, but as a Part-' 
ne:iſhip of Fortunes, not an Exerciſe of Vir- | 
tues. But he, whoſe wiſer Love ſettles it | 
ſelf on God, is tiot only by the Immurable | 
and even Effential happine(s of thac wr 
« rabie 


Seraphich Love. 
rable Obje&, ſecur'd from Participated in- 
ſelicities; bur finds his perſonal croffſes and 
diſtrefſes ſweerned by conſidering , that 
What he moſt loves is moſt Happy, and as 
able as willing in due time to make Him 
fo. And though Seraphick Love makes us 
partake but God's Felicities, yer his Ac- 
ceptance of it makes him reſent Our Sor- | 
- | rows: In all their afflidions be was afflid- Ela. 63+ 
e ed, ſays theProphet, of God, and of the 5: 

«| Tfraelites, And fo the Son of God, (who 


_—_ 9 -« we i 4 


. is ſo much One with thoſe that love him, 
s that both he as the Head, and they as the 
- Members, are ſometimes,as making up One 1 Cor. 12, 
| | Body, call'd by One Name, Chriſt ) chough 12+ 

- | as highas Heaven,above the reaca of perſo- 

|, nal or immediate Perſecutions, calld out 

{}. to Saul for an intention cf harming thoſe 

15 that lov'd him, Saul, Saul, Why perſecuteſt 

le: thou me? And, todemonſtrate the tender- 

n, | nelsof this Compaſſion,the Prophet ſays to 

Oo; the return'd T/rael/ites,concerning God, He Zach. 24 
1e that toucheth you, toucherh the apple of his ©: 

If, | Eye.NorisGod's Compaſſion like a Miſtre(- 

e, | fes,a Grieving only,& an uſeleſs Pity, where- 

ur | by the ſuffering Lover is oftentimes lefſe 

t- | comforted,as it proceeds from herKindneſs, 

r- | thanafflifted, becauſe it breeds her Diſ- 

it | quiet: But God's is a Compaſſon, though 

le Adtive, yet Serene, and worthy of Himſelf, 

o-| whidy without producing the Diſcompo-» 
le. WT D ſure, 


Serapbick Love. | 
ſure, produces the EffeAs of the the moſt | 
ſenlible Pity, by engaging him to a timely 
Reliefand Reſcue : As that freſhly menti- 
on'd Exprellion, In all therr affliciions he 
was afficied, 1» immediately follow'd by , 
And the Angel of his preſence ſaved them ; 
in 1s love,anain Os redeemed them, 
and he bare them and carried them all the 
days of OLl. Yes, this Pity, for its not di- 
ſturbing God's Happinels, enclines him not 
the leſs to exprels a lene of our Mileries, | 


' and make> us find (co ule a Script e phraſe 


Heb. 4. 
76, 


| AR. 1. 7+ 


Math. 7. 
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The 
Text 1e- 
 fers her 


as | would render it) x ei Wage) Bobunyy 
Grace for an opportune relief; I lay, with 
the i wine Writer, an Opportune or 
Seaſonable relief ; becauic it comes not al- , 
ways waen it 1s moſt Deſired, but when it 
13 moſt Fit ; And when that is , he that 
hath at once all preſent, paſt, and future 
things in his Proſpe&, is ficteſt to deters- | 
mine. Chriſt's words to his Diſciples, (It 
ts not for you to know the Times or the Seas | 
ſons, which the Father hath put in his own ' 
power ) are applicable ro more Caſes than | 
that which occalion'd them. The Cangani- | 
tiſ6 woman muſt puc up a Refuſal, and the | 
reproachful name of a Dog, ( which yet, | 
by the way, was a Paraphraſe commonly e- | 
nough us'd by the Jews of the Heathen,and | . 
as ſuch was underſtood by this Exxoic Gen» 
tile not Greek, ) The Iſraelites ( compre - 
0g 
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Seraphick Love. 3s 
ſing the Patriarchs cheir progenitors ) were exratti- 
reduced to wait four hundred and thirry. 99 to 57- 
years, e*r they were introduced into the IP pyrea 
promis'd Land; and during a great part of ſame Re- 
that long ſpace of time languiſh'd and 16 with 
groan'd under the heavyBurthens,and other £4144 
as heavy Prefincres, of the as cruelly as un- | _y 3. 
ſucceſsfully politick Egyptians. St. Paul g;.h.28, 
himſelf pray'd the Lord thrice for the re- 24. 
moval of that rude ©:9«4 71 owpxi, Thorn to 2 COr- 
the fleſh ( whatever that may mean. ) Nay, !*: 7* 
of the Bleſſed Virgin-Mother her ſelf, her Luk. 2, 
Divine Son would not be found till the 45. 
third Day, though ſhe fought him (orrow- 
ing. And Lazarus, to whom, even during 


: - his Sickneſs, he vouchſafed ( a Title, to 


which all Ce/ar*s were but Trifles )the ſtyle 
of Friend, ( which emboldned the pious Joh, rx, 
M :ry to Paraphraſe him by a, He whom thou 2. 


| lov'ft ) was permitted not only to Lye a- vel. 3. 
; dying, bur to Dye; his, Reſcue being de- 
! ferr'd, till ic was thoughe impoſlitle ; and, 


was {o indeed to any leſs power than Om- 
nipotence. Which manifeſts, that as no 


- degree of Diſtrefs is unrelievable by his 


3 


N- 
he 
ng 


Power, ſo no Extremity of it is conliſtent 
with his Compaſſion, no, not with his 
| Friendſhip. He whole Spiric inſpired the wal.3.3. 
| Prophets, is in the laſt of them repreſented 
| Under the notion of a Refiner : and 'cis 
| not the cuſtom of Refiners co ſnatch the 
7 belov'd 


Sed. 6. 


Seraphick Love. 


belov'd Metal out of the Fire, as ſoon as 
it feels the violence of that purifying Ele- | 
ment,nay, nor as ſoon as it is Melted by it, 
but they het it long endure the brunt of the 
active Flames, acuated by exciting Blatts, ' 
till it have ſtood its due time in the Fire, - 

and there obtain'd its full Purity and Splen- 
dor. And [ hope, you will give one that 
converles with Furnaces, though he be no 
Pretender to the Philoſophers Stone,leave 
to improve a Chymical Metaphor, and ob- 
ſerve, that, though in Aﬀii&1ons, elpecial- j 
ly National or Publick Calamities, God of- 
tentimes to make no diſtinftion betwixt 
the Obje&s of his Compaſſion, and thoſe 
of his Fury, indiſcriminately involving them 
in theſame Deſtiny; yer his Pre-icience 
and Intentions make a vaſt Difference, | 
where his Inflictions do not ſeem to make; ' 
Any; As,when on the (ameTeſt,and with the! 
ſelt-came Fire, we urge as well the Gold,as| 
the blended Lead, or Antimony; but with! 
fore-knowing and deſigning ſuch a diſpari-: 
ty inthe Events, as to Conſume the Igno- 
bler Minerals, or blow them off into Dro 
or Fumes, and make the Gold more Pure 
and full of Luſtre. | 

It 1s true, Lindamor, and not to be fi 
etted of Partiality towards a Love whid 
o little needs it, to be thought fit to be 
Preferr'd before all other Paſſions ) I 


acknon 


- 


F 


Seraphick Love. 
acknowledge it, that the Happineſs reſul- 
ting from thoſe many Prerogatives, I have 
endeavour'd to diſcover to you ina Tran- 
ſcendent degree of Seraphick Love, is mo- 
derated by ( the Effe&s of that Sublimi- 
ty ) the Eager Deſires it creates of a more 
compleat Fruicion, of its pertet and Dij- 
vine Obje&&. Suck aſpiring Sallies of the 
longing Soul made the languiſhing Spouſe 


in the Canticles 'cry out, Stay me with Canz. 2. 


Flaggons, comfort me with Apples, for Tam 5. 


fick of Love. Such made the raviſh'd Apoſtle pj, x. 
defire to return ( for ſo 1] ſhould rather 23. : 


tranſlate the word 41a)- there, and ſo | 


find it Felſewhere to fignifie ) and to be *Luk.12. 
with Chriſt : And the Inſpir'd Poet thus ex- 36: 


preſſes his longings to the Blefſed Obje& 


of them , As the Hart panteth after the pj. 42; 
' water- brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after thee, 1, 2. 


O God. My ſoul thirfteth for God, for the 
living God : When ſhall I come and appear 
before God ! But, Lindamor, it was fit, that 
to elevate our thoughts and wiſhes to Hea- 
ven, ſome peculiar and elſe-where Incom- 
municable degrees of Joy, ſhould be reſer- 
ved for us there. And *tis a good fign, and 


ſuch as worldly Obje&s cannot boaſt, when 


the Incompleatneſs of our Seraphick Lo- 
ver's happineſs in his fruitions, proceeds 
not from their want of Satisfa&orineſs, but 
tis want ofan Entir& Pofleſſion of them. 

* Dgzi And 
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Seraphick Love. 
And let metell you, Lindamor, that even | 
this unealie State of Separation, is (weet- 
ned with as much Ally as is coniſtent with | 
its being a Grief, For the Divine Evideace | 
and Teacher of God's love, pronouncing a | 
Tuirſt after Perfe&ion to be a Title to it, | 
C according to thole Scriptures, Bleſſed 


Mar.$.6, are they that bunger and thirſt after Ragh- |: 


teouſneſs : for, they ſhall be ſatisfied. And, 


Rev. 22, Let him that is a thirſt come, and whoſoever 


will, let him take the water of Life freely ) 
and io ape of Heavea being lo vaſt, that 
they diftuſe their Nature coall the groun- 
ded Hopes men have co obtain them; each 
new Aſſurance is a new Degree of them,and 
15 acceptable toour Hope , though unea- 
ſie to our Deſires. And theſe Baitings at 
compleat Felicity ſhould not be more un- 
welcome for the preſent Dilquiet they (ups 
pole, than the Contrary for the Zeal they 
argue, and the Felicity they promiſe, For 
this production of the Spirit in our hearts 
may be juſtly cearmed, as the Spirit him- 


2 Cor. 5. {elf in Scripture is, An earneſt ; which, 


though by being ſuch, ic confeſſes it ſelf 
not to be the Entire (umm, yet is not one- 
ly a Part of ic, but a Pledge : And, Lin- 
damor, how Supportable is this thus-qual- 
lid Ally of the Joys of Seraphick Love, 
in compariſon of the Diſquiets and the 
Tocrments that are wont to attend Senſual | 
Love? | 
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Love?: I ſhall not loſe time co enumerate 
how many it 1s. ſuppoled to have fent to 
their Graves 3 becaule, chough } find thoſe 
Tragicat Stories rife enough in Romances, 
yet | find them Rarities every where bur 
in choſe Fabulous Compolures; and though 
I have had the Curioſity to vitt ſome of 
thoſe warmer Regions, where the Flames 
of Love are thoughe to bwyn with more 
violence, yet ( bating the Duels and the 
Pox ) I remember noc to have obſerv'd 


. Love co have ever been the Death of any 


Man : unleſs, ſpeaking like Pniloſophers, 
who make Reaſon the Eflential Conſtituent 
Form of a Man, we will actirm, that Love, 
by dethroning Reaſon, though ic leave the 
Lover alive, doth kill the Man But,though 
I am loath to put fo bad a Complement u- 
pon Mankind, as to ſay, That Love is wont 
to Deltroy Men's lives; yet I think it would 
be no Calumny toſay, It much Diſquiets 
them. I could ask you, How long many a 
Lover muſt continue a Servant to purchaſe 
the Honour of being taken notice of to 
be ſo? And I could recruit that Queſti- 
on with pretty ſtore of others of the like 
nature, but that | ſuppoſe your Memory 
will ſave my Pen the labour of repreſenting 
to you the Torments of Love, which 
that Feel them, would little leſs juſtly chan 
they do frequently ftyle Martyrdoms,if the 
D 4 Great» 


Seraphick © Love. 
Greatneſs. only, without the Cauſe and 
Obje& of Men's ſufferings fſuffic'd co make 
them Martyrs. And though the Condition 
of Lovers bein Romances ſo dexterouſly 
and delightfully deſcrib'd,that not onlySan- 
guine Readers are tranſported, but even [ 
my ſelf have been ſurpriſed into Inclinati- 
ons, to Admire and Envy their Felicity 
yet when ſome | was concern'd for, have 
been really concern'd and engag'd in ſuch ' 
' adventures, my Envy quickly curn'd into 
Pity. For, the Repulſes, the Regrets, the , 
Jealoufies, the Fears, . the Ablences, the 
Deſpairs, and the reſt of the aftlicting Dif- 
quiers of Lovers; though in well-writ Ro- 
mances they are (oon Read over by the di- 
verted Peruſer; yet they are not fo ſoon 
Weather'd out, nor ſo ealily Supported by 
the Diſconſolate Lover, whole Infelicities, 
though they may be perhaps ſo handſomely 
deplored, as to Delight the Reader ; yet 
truſt me, Lindamor, tis a much happier 
condition<to be Free from misfortunes, 
than to be able to Complain Eloquently 
of them. And as I have with delight be- 
held a Storm excellently drawn by ſome 
rare Artiſt's Penſil ; but when I was this 
Spring toſt by the rude Winds, that blew 
me out of Holland, I found a real Storm a 
very troubleſome and uneafie thing : So 
the condition of a Loyer, though, drawn 

= by 


Serdphick Love. 
by a'(mooth Pen, ic is wont ſtrangely to 
atie& and pleaſe us; yet when Men are real- 
ly.engaged in it, they find it -full of hard- 
ſhips and diſquier. *'Tisa much better con- 
dition to be Look'd on, than Embrac'd 
and Experience gives Men ot it muci (lad- 
der and) more unwelcom Notions than 
Deſcription did. Nor phancy, Lindamor, 
that the Troubleſomnels of your (ufferings 
in Love proceeded bur from their not be- 
ing Acceptable to her for whom you en- 
dur'd them; for, had your Miſtrels crown d 
them with Myrcle, and prov*d as kind to 
you as Hymen could have made her, yet, 1 
fear, ſhe could have Recompenc'd you but 
by Dilabuſing you, and could not have freed 
you from the Need of happineſs, but on- 
ly from a Miſtake concerning it. For, me- 
thinks, Lindamor, moſt of thele Tranſito- 
ry Goods, that we are (o fond of, may not 
unfitly be reſembled co the Senlitive Plant, 
which you have admir'd at Szon Garden ; 
for, As, though weGaze on it with Attenti= 
on and Wonder , yet when we come to 
Touch it, the-Coy deluſive Plant immedi- 
ately ſhrinks in its diſplayed leaves, and 
Contradts it (elf into a Form and Dimen- 
lions, diſadvantagiouſly differing from the 
former; which it again recovers by de- 
grees, when touch'd no longer : So theſe 
ObjeRs, that charm us at a diſtance, and 
| whilſt 


Serapbick Love. | 
whilſt gayd on wich the eyes of ExpeQati« | 
on and Deſire ;3 whena more immediace | 
Poſſeſſion hath put them inco our Hands, | 
their former Luſtre vaniſhes, and they ap- 
pear quite differing things trom what be- | 
fore they ſeem'd ; thouga after Deprivati- | 
on or Abſence hath made us forget their 
Emprtinefſe, and we be reduc'd to look 
upon them again at a Diſtance, they reco- 
ver in moſt Men's eyes their former Beau- 
ey, and are as capable as before to in- 
veigle and delude us. 1 muſt add, Lenda- ' 
mor, that when | compare to the Senſitive 
Plant moſt of thele Tranfitory things, that 
are flatter'd with the title of Govuds, I do 
not out of that number except moſt Mi- 
ſtreſſes, For, though lam no ſich enemy 
co Matrimony, as lome ( for want of un- 
derftanding the Raillery, | have ſometimes 
us'd in ordinary diſcourſe ) are pleas'd to 
think me, and would not refuſe you 
my Advice ( though 1 would not fo 
readily give you my Example ) to turn 
Votary to Hymen ; yet | have oblerv'd fo 
few Happy Matches, and fo many unfortu- 
nate ones, and have ſo rarely (een Men love 
their Wives at the rate they did, whilft | 
they were their Mifſtrefſes ; that 1 wonder 
not, that Legiſlators thought it neceflary 
to make Marriages Indifſoluble, ro make 
them Lafting. And I cannot fitlier compare 
Marriage 


Seraphick Love: 
Marriage than to a Lottery ;: for in both; 
he chat Vencures may Succeed, and may 
Miſs , ,and if he draw a Prize, he hath a 
rich Return of his Venture : But in both 
Lotteries there lies pretty ſtore of Blanks 
for every Prize. And for your particular, 
Lindamor, the World is much miſtaken in 
both your Humors,it Hermione”'s and Yours 
be noc fo unlurtable, that C to make haſte 
from ſo nice a Subje& ) had ſhe juſtifn'd 
your expectation of her kindneſs, you would 
have pofle(s'd the Perſon without poſſeſling 
the Happineſs you expected : And might 
have found your ſelf as ſenſtbly diſappoins 
ted by her Grant as you were by her 
Change. 

Bur I forget, Lindamor, that I reſolv'd 
not to infiſton Parallels, and therefore, 
inſtead of proſecuting the Diſcourſe my 
Pen has {lipt into, concerning the advan- 
cages of Seraphick, compar'd with ordina- 
ry, Love; [ſhall venture to encourage you 
co the Former, by ſhewing you, that your 
paſt addiftedne(s to the Later, may prove 
ſerviceable to you init : Yes, Lindamor, 
I ſhall not (cruple to tell you , that your 
ſtrong Paſſion for Hermione may not a little 
ſacilicate your Devotion, partly by break- 
ing all the Chains, excepting one, that faſt- 
ned your Aﬀe&ion to unſatisfying Objeas, 
and reſtrain'd ic from ſoaring to the fil- 
blimeſt; 


Serapbick Love. 


blimeſt ; and partly, by exalting your Paſ- | 


\ 


fion to a Height fit for Seraphick flames. 


For, Love hath this of Noble,thac it makes 


| 


ns divift our (elves of Selfiſhnels, ſlighe | 


fortune, quiet, fafety, honour, life, and all 


our own Concernments, when their coming | 


into Competition with the Lov'd parties 


Tatereſts, may render their ſacrifice accep- |, 


table to her; and makes us think Goods or 
Ills deſerve thoſe names, bur as they come 
to us From or Through Her. You could 
ſcarce have learn'd a better Leſſon, even 


from a much better Maſter; for, Love has | 
ving thus accuſtom'd you to ( what is | 


thought moſt difficult in that Virtue ) the 
Ads of Self-denial, you need almoſt but 
Tranfer your flames from an Inferiour and 
Miſtaken, co their True and Nobleſt Ob- 
je&, and you will have exalted and refined 
your Love into Devotion; to the latter 
of which, a ſublime Elevation of che firſt 
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zs ſich a Diſpoſition, as the having former- | 


Iy by loſer Airs and ( perchance ) wanton 
Songs, learn'd to Improve and to Com» 


mand ones Voice, is, to the $kill of Singing 


thoſe devout Hymns and Heavenly An- 
thems, in which the Church-Militant ſeems 
ambitious to emulate the Triumphant, 
and Eccho- back the ſolemn Praiſes and Hal- 


lelujahs of thie Celeſtial Quire. And, as by | 


Hunting, though ( poſſibly ) we follow but 
' ome 


Serapbick. Love. 


- | ſome poor fugitive Hare, or ſome ſuch 
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Trifling Game, we gain that Vigor, that 
Sufferance, and Agiliry, that fics us for 


'the Toils and Military Hardſhips that are 


exatted in the perſute of Glory, and of 
Empire : So though in Love ( Devorion's 
Prencticeſhip ) che Cowted Creature be of- 
ten conſiderable enough, to make our Ele- 
&ions fic to be numbered among ſuch as 
thoſe that made Love be Painted Blind ; 
yet in the Progreſs and Condutt of our Pal- 
fion, we contra ſuch diFintereſfied andre- 
fign'd Habitudes,as,being preferr'd to lerve 
Ccaleſtial Obje&s, do excellently qualifie 
us for Devotion. And, in effe&, a fervent 
Love ſeems little elle, than Devotion miſ- 
addreft, where our own very Expreſſions 
may ſerve to diſabuſe us ; For, when you 
give your Miſtreſs the Style of Goddeſs,and 
talk of nothing to her, but Offering up of 
hearts, Adoring, Sacrifices, Maityrdoms 3 
does not all this imply, that though it be 
aid to her,*cis meant toa Divinity: which 
is ſo much the True and Genuine Obje& of 
Men's Love, that we cannot exalt that Paſ- 
ſton for any Other,withour inveſting it with 
the Notion and Attributes of God? As 
Children diſcloſe the inbred kindnefſe they 
have for theſe Perſons,by calling the Babies 
they moſt doat upon by their dear Mothers, 
or lov'd Nurſes Names. And, as — 
a 


procla- 
med 


rn, 


peculiar 


the true 
{ God 


In the 
Jatrer of 


| Feaſt was 


' Nameof 


Serihich, Love. 


that higheſt and peculiar ſtrain of Worſhip. 
And this Truth, Lindamor,the very Fickle- 


To Fehr. nafle of Lovers concurs to teſtifie : For, 
web, the what Men call,and think Inconltancy,is no- 


thing bur a Chate of Perfe& Beauties,which 


' Exod. 32 ad the revolting Jews, by juſtifying to | 
verſe 4.5- ehemſelves their Adoration of the Idols 
they had (et up,by attributing the Ticle of | 
which ir God to what they Ador'd, did tacitly ac- 
' expreſ* knowledge Adoration to be due onely to 
ly ſaid, the Deity: So does a Lover, by naming 
thar the 1+ he Worſhips, a Divinity, tacitly con- 
ſeſle the Deity to be the proper Obje& of 


| 


| 


' 


vur Love fruitleſly follows, and ſeeks in le- * 


veral QbjeRs, becauſe he finds it not entire 


- Inany One; for, Creatures have but (mall 


and obſcure fragments of it, which cannot 
Fre,nor Satisfie an Appetite, born For,and 
(chough unwillingly ) aſpiring Unto, God : 
Whois proclam'd the crue and proper Ob- 
je& of our Love,as well by Men's ficklenels 
ro Women,as the Angels conſtancy to Him. 
Juſt as the trembling reſtleſneſſe of the 
Needle in any but the North Point of the 
Compaſſe, proceeds from,and manifeſts its 
inclination to the Pole; its Paſſion for which, 
both its Waveting and its Reſt bear equal 
witneſſe to. That unſatisfi'dneffe with tran- 
litory Fruitions, that Men deplore as che 
Unhappineſſe of their Nature,is indeed the 
Privilege of it 3 as 'tis the Prerogative of 
men 
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' mennotto 


care for,or be capable of, being 
pleaſ'd with Whiſtles, Hobby- horſes , and 
ſuch fond Toys as Children doat upon,and 
make the ſole ObjeAs of their Delires and 
Joys. And by this you may, Lindamor, in 
(ome degree imagine the unimaginable Sua- 
vity,that the fixing of ones Love one God 
is able to blefſe the Soul with; ſince, by 
fo Indulgent a Father , and Competent s 
Judge,as God himlelt,che decree'd Uncon- 
ctentingneſſe of all other goods, is thought 
richly repaired by its being but an Aptnefle 
to prove a Rule to our Love's ſettling 
there. 

And hitherto,my deareſt Lindamor,l have 
endeavour*d to recommend unto you Serd- 
phick Love,by mentioning ſome of its Pro- 
perties, which ſeem to relate more to the 
Love ic (elf,than to the divine Obje& of ic. 
But I fear you*i think, 1 have too long en- 
tertain'd you with Confiderations, which 
beſides that chey are not altogether the 
Importanteſt that belong to this Diſcourſe; 
I have been by haſte reduc'd to Pen in the 
unaccurate. Qrder, wherein they offer*d 
themſelves ta:My thoughts, not the Me- 
thod wherein 1 ſhould have preſented them 
to Yours, 


and Supreme Motives to the Love of God 
iR.in bis own infinite PerfeRions and 


Fo Przros 


And therefore, Lindamor,ſince the Nobleſt 5*#. 10. 


Sef. 9. 


Sef. 11. 


Serapbick Lowe: 
Przrogatives j' and fince; theProperties'sf 
God's Love to ns do advantage us mech 
more, (and conſequently are likelier to en- 
dear Devotion-to us) than thoſe of ours te 
Him : The former not onely moving God 
to Kindie in us, both to. Cheriſh and *Fo- 
menc,and (if our own wilful extinCior in- 
terpole nor) to Crown the latter: For both 
thele reaſons, I lay, Lindzmor, 1 doubt not 
bue you*t think it Seaſonable for me topro- 
ceed, co cunfider that Higher fort of Mo- 
tives to Devorion, and' to evince, that the 
ſeveral things which are wont moſt to En- 


| 
| 
| 


gage and Heighten our affe&tions, do, in a| 
peculiar and tranſcendent manner, 'Shine | 
forth and Conſtellate in God. That, you| 


know,which enamom*d you of Hermione, | 
need not prove to you, to have been your 


ſuppoling her full of Lovelinefle and Excel- 


lencies 1n herſelf; and your believing, that 
the Love ſhe vonchlafed you was Great, 
Free, Conſtant, or Advantagious to you, 
And that all theſe properties do not onely 
eminently Exiſt, but illuſtriouſly Concur in 
God, and in his Love; I muſt now, Linda- 
mor, (with ſtzong defires of doing it Prof 
perouſly ) attempt to manifeſt. | 
Firſt then, our higheſt Love is made) 
God's due by the Excellency and Prerogs-! 
tive of his Nature. But, truſt me, Lind#- 
mor, when ( neceſſitated by a Method - 
a 


| 
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ated by the nature of this Diſcourſe )1 find 


my (elf engaged to ſay ſomething by way of 
cejſebration of God's Perfeftions: Iam ve- 
ry ſenſible, ] can bur detratt from what [ 
deſire to Praiſe,and muſt unevitably appear 
unable co ſpeak Worthily of a Theme, to 
which, even Seraphims themſelves cannot 
do Right. And if, as the Scripture affures 
us, thoſe things never fell under the Senſes, 


nor entred the Thoughts of men, which 1cor.2.9 


God has reſerv'd for thoſe that love him ; 
how Ineffable and Incomprehenfible muſt 
thoſe things be which he has referv'd for 
Himſelf? che infinite Superiority of his Na- 
ture above all Created Beings, placing a vaſt 
diſparity betwixt his greateſt communica- 
ted Vouchſafements, and his Boundlefle, 
and therefore to Creatures Incommuni- 
cable, Perfeftions. 

Wonder not therefore, Lindamor, that 
my weak Eyes dare not dwell long upon an 
Obje&, which they cannot ftedfaſtly gaze 
on long without being dazl'd : And do not 
marvel, that ] ſcruple not to uſe ſeeming 
Hyperboles in the mention of PerfeCtions, 
which make the higheſt Hyperboles bur 
ſeeming ones : Both God's Nature and his 


Word declaring him to be exalted above all Neh.g.5; 


bleſing and praiſe. If it were ſeaſonable,Lin- 
damor , to entertain our ſelves but with 
thoſe Attributes of IRR are Legible 

or 
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 Rom.11, oſhis providence, 0 the depth of the Riches, 
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rGoaſpicuousin the Creation; W 
there diſcern the admirable Traces 4 : 
immenſe Power,luch unſearchable WIN 


and ſuch exuberant Goodneſs as may july 
ravifh us to an Amazement at them,rather 
than.a bare Admiration of them, And [ 
muſt needs acknowledge, Lindamor, that 


* when with bold Teleſcopes I ſurvey the | 


Old andNewly diſcover'd Stars and Planets 
that adorn the upper Region of the World; 
and when with excellent Microſcopes I difs | 
cern in otherwiſe Invifible Objefts, the u- 
nimitable Subtilicy of Nature's curious 
Workmanſhip;z and when, ina word, by che 
help of Anatomical Knives, and the lighr of 
Chymical Furnaces , I ſtudy the Book of 
Nature,and conſult the Gloſles of Ariſtotle, 
Epicurns, Paracelſus, Harvey , Helmont, 
and other learn'd Expoſitors of that Inftrus | 
give Volume'z Ifind my (elf oftentimes 
reduc'd to exclame with the Plalmiſt, How 
manifold are thy works, O Lord ? in wiſdom 
baſt thou made them all | And when | have 
been loſing my ſelf in admiration of what | 
Underſtand not, . but enough to Admire, 
and nat to Comprehend; I am often obli- 
ged to interrupt or break off my Enquiries, X 
by applying to the Warks of God's Crez- 
tion the Expreflion us'd by St. Paxl,of thole 


the wiſdom aud haowledge of Gall 
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tion of any other of God'sAtributes defer- 
vedly produce. But having elſe-where trea« 


that are Conſcious to their having Virtue 
enough in themſelves, to make them prize 
it in Others, are in love with Cato, Scipto, 
and thoſe other Heroes, that did Ennoble, 
and almoft Exceed Mankind, upon the bare 
knowledge of their Virtues; although from 
them we derive no Perſonal advantage, 
( their Death having numerous Ages, pre- 
ceded'our Nativity. } Since then we pay 
ſo much difintereſt Love to ſome few Faint 
and ill-refin'd Virtues, that ne*r- did 
profit us : how much on ſuch a Score, and 
at chat Rate, fhould we Love him, - who 
ſo poſleffes all Perfe&tions, that each_of 
his PerfeQions is Infinite? Were you 
and I our own Creators, Lindamor, and 
wholly independent upon God , with- 
out either Need or Hope to cafte bis 
Bounty, his native Excellencies, and what 


he has done for Others, ſhould furely Ra- 


viſh us, and Enamor us of Him. Though 


his Benefits to us did not enticle him to 


En rats (the Cs. 


e re may the attentive Confidera-, v3 a” 
Tr ; - 
ted of this Subje&in a peculiar Diſcourſe, *  - 1 

] ſhall now, Lingemor, invite you to conſi=/-/ 7:4 
' derwith me, how much You, and thoſe/Z «5 ” 


Eſa.s. 7. 


£0. Pray, to Veil their heads and faces 5 


ly Metive of thoſe Benefics)) would give 
him a Right toit 3 and though we ow'd 
him nought for what Weare,we yet 

owe him Love for what He is. He is that 
glorious Sun, From whom ( as Beams ) all 
created Perte&ions flow, and In whom they 
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all concentre» To omic God's Soveraign ' 


Majeſty, (*hich places him (© high, that 


bur to own tor him (o, Familiar and Level- 


ling an affe&ion as Love, much more to 
expe to be Relov'd by Him, were not the 
leaſt (awcy Prelumption Man could be guil- 
ty of, did not his own Commands make it a 
Duty. ) Not co inſiſt on this, 1 ſay, Let us 
a while confider that proper and peculiar 
attration of Love, his Lovelineſs ; which 
is ſuch, thac, did we but once (ee it, all 
Creature-competiticns ( even we being 

udges ) would then be as Impoſlible as 
they are now Unjuſt. In the Fifth Evan- 
gelift*s Prophetick Viſion, the Seraphims 
themſelves ( thoſe glorious Ornaments of 
the Cceleſtial Hierarchy ) are repreſented 
as Covering their faces in God's prelence, 
either, Bluſhing at their Comparative De- 
formity, or Unable to Suſtain the unquali- 
fi'd Splendor of ſo Divine Brigheneſs ; 
whence perhaps it became of old the Jew- 
iſhfaſhion (C as ſome frequent Expreflions in 
m their Writers intimate )'when they went 


Cchough 


, 


, 


« —— — — o— 


ma aan au ere. Wn Ss CTY \# 8 NAEawWcLron 6G 


— _\ſ.. 


Seraphick Love. 

( thongh now | have in their Synagogues 
leen them onely Cover their heads, nbc 
their faces, with thoſe white Garments 
they wear at their publick Devotions. ) 
And, Lindamor, if Moſes"s tace,but by a few 
days Converſe with God, refle&ed tuch a 
Light as dazl'd mortal Eyes; and it his (wilt 
Poſts the Angels,when tent on Errands to us 
here on Eaith,even when they may be ſup- 
poſ'd (if I may ſo ſpeak) to wear their Tra- 
velling Cloaths, and ſtoop as much to our 
frailty in the Form,as the Region, they ap- 
pear to us in,do, in ſpight of that darkning 
Condeſcenſion, ſo much Tranſcend all Ob- 
jJe&s here on Earth, that the Scripture often 
mentions, That even thoſe that aſpii'd to 
imicate their Virtues, were confounded at 
their Preſence: And if,in this veiling Habit, 
they appear (o glorious,that their thus dil- 
advantag'd Beauty is made the Comple- 
ment and Hyperbole of that Quality; what 
may we, or rather, what may we not, con- 
clude of God himſelf, of whom the Scrip- 


ture ſays, He that planted the Ear ſhall he not p41, g4. 
bear? he that formed the ye ſhall be not ſee? 9. 


That is, He that Imparts a Faculty, or an 
Excellence to the Creature, ſhall not he 
himſelf much more eminently Pofleſſe it ? 
And in effe&,the moſt unblemiſh'd Created 
Beauties are but faint Shadows (or trulier, 
Foils) of His. Thoſe drops of Prettinefle, 

E 3 ſcatte- 
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ſcatteringly ſprinkled amongſt the Crea- : 


tyres, were defign'd to Defzcate and Exalc 
our Conceptions,not to Inveigle or Detain 
our Paſſions; tor,God did ne*r intend them 
to Terminate our Love, but onely by our 


Eyes to exalt our Faith above them,and by | 
the Beauties our Sight can apprehend, to |, 


- _e 


raiſe us to a Confidence, that there is in 


their Author more than we can either See 


2 King-2. or Comprehend. Like Eljjab's fiery Cha- 


 } FR 


r10ts,though they be Pure and Bright, and 
confiſt of the Nobleſt and Gloriouſeſt mate- 
rials, they are meant by God but to carry 


Geo, 24, US up to Him. And as the Patriarch's Stew- 
IO. 53, ard was furniſh'd with ſo ſumptuous an E- 


quipage to court Kebecca, not for himſelf, 
but for T/aac ; ſo all the Lovelineſſe impar- 
ted to the Creature 1s lent it,but to give 


us ſome more inlarg*d Conceptions of that ' 


vaſt Confluence and Immenſity that exube- 
rates in God. To make the righteſt uſe of 
Fading Beauties, you muſt conſider God and 
them, as you were wont to do your Miſt- 
reſs's Piure and itsCryſtal Cover: Where, 
though that native Glafſe were Pure and 


Lovely, and very richly edg'd, yet to gaze | 


on it was not.the Chiefeſt Buſinefſe of your 
Eye; nor did you in ic Terminate your 
Sight, but greedily look Through and Be- 


yond it, upon the adored Image that ſolid 


veil betraid, Me-thinks Serapbick and our 
hs ts common 


Serepbick Love. 
common Lovers behold Exterior Beauties 
with a Difference reſembling chat where- 
in; with Children and Aﬀronomers conſider 
= | Galileo's Optick Glafſes,(with one of which 
_ chat | remember I ſaw at Flo- 
Jy | rence, he merrily boafted that he had, Tro- 
oO, wpato laCorte a Giove) which the one prizes 
n| moſt for what they Appear; the other, for 
e | what they Diſcover. ForChildren content- 
- ing themlelves to wonder at the Length, 
d and fall in love with the Workmanſhip and 
þ Gildings of the Tube , do thus but Gaze 
7 upon them ; whereas Aſtronomers look 
. through them, and, ſcarce taking notice of 
' the unuſual Ornaments, or the Shape, em- 
ploy them to find out unknown Lights in 
7 the Sky , and to deſcry in Heaven bright 
Stars, unſeen before, and other Ccalettial 
Novelties and Beauties. 
| I deny not, Lindamor, that God has been Se#. 12. 
| pleaſed to adorn ſome of hisCreatures with 
Hints and Impreſſes,as well of his Lovelineſs 
as his other Excellencies but they do much 
more faintly and imperfetly reſemble 
Him, than the counterfeit Sun we ſome- 
times ſee inaCloud emulates the Trae one, 


by whoſe Refrated and Refleted Beams, 
ſome acute modern Naturaliſts ſuppoſe it 
to be produc'd. For though this Deriva- 
tive Sun ſhine with a not-inconfiderable 
Luftre, comparatively to the reſt of = 


2 Kivg. 
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| Zach. 9. 
19. 


46 Seraphick Love. 


dark Cloud it emobles, yer is it not onely | 


as:much inferiour to the trueSun in Bright= | 


neb, as in Height 3 but ic enjoys alone a 
Precarious, Dependent, and a\moſt Momen- 
tary Being, which often it loſes in a very 
Shore time, and never attains to preſerve 
2 very long one. And therefore, to negle& 


chat ſupreme Reſplendency that ſhines in 


God, for thoſe dim Repreſentations of it, 
that we ſo doat on in the Creature, 1s as 
prepoſterous, and abſur'd, as it were for a 
Perhan to offer his Sacrifice to a Patheli- 
on, ( as the Greeks call that Meteor in» 
ſtead of adoring the Sun. And certain]y, 
Lindamor, if our Dim tight, like that of 
the Prophet's Servant, who faw the Moun- 
tains near Dothan covered with Horles and 
Chariots of Fire, were privileg'd to dif- 
cern otherwiſe Inviſible Obje&s 3 our ra- 
viſh'd Eyes would behold Lovelineſs e- 
nough in God, to make us inceſlancly ex- 
clame in the Language of che Prophet, 
How great is his Goodneſs, and how preat his 
Beauty ! Agreeably whereunto we may ob- 
ſerve, That as the Load-ſtone doth attract 
moſt powerfully the brighteſ! Needles, 
made of the pureſt Steel, aud thoſe that 
moſt approach it ; ſo Angels, who, of all 
Created Beings, enjoy the unclouded'ſt 
Light, and the moſt clear Knowledge of 
their Maker, dolove him with a CO 
os) 
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fo fix'd, that in five thouſand and ſome odd 
Centuries of Years, ( efflux*d fince the 
Creation ) they could never ſee any thing, 
either In God, or Our of Him, capableto 
ſeduce them to a Change. God's Loveli- 
nels C which is ſuch, that che Eternal Frui- 
tion of himſelf Creates even His Felicity ) 
is like rare Muſick, which, though it do de- 
light all ics partakers, the Knowingeſt Ar- 
rilts ſtill do highlieſt Value, and are moſt 
raviſh'd with the Tranſportes it produs» 
ceth, being proportion'd to the degrees 
of the Skiltuinels of its admirers. The Apo- 
ſtate Spirits indeed delerted their firſt -Sta- 
tion, not frighted thence by any blemiſh 
they deſcry'd in God; but probably fell 
by a ſawcy AﬀeCation of a Parity, and ( as 
Divines tell us) a Sacrilegious aſpiring to 
Perfe&ions, which they were criminally un- 
able to behold, without wiſhing them their 
own. And for their preſent Separation 
from God, it is their Curſe and Puniſh- 
ment. And I ſhall ingeneoufly confefſe to 
you, Lindamor, that by the advantagious 
Idea's I entertain'd of God's Perte&ions, 
] have been (ſometimes inclin'd to think, 


chat the reaſon why God tells Moſes, Thou gyoq. 33 

canſt not ſee my face, for there ſhall no man 20. 

ſee me and live, might be, that, C as Tran- 

(cendent Objedts deftroy the Senſe ) fo 

Lovely and Glorious a fight (whoſe Conti- 
nuance 


54- 


1Cor.15, 


nnance ſhall make our Happineſs in Heaven) 
would let in Joys, and would create De- 
fires, coo Mighty for frail Mortality to (u- | 
ain. The raviſh'd Soul being ſhewn ſuch 
Game as Thar, would bateſo eagerly, that | 
ſhe would break thoſe Leaſhes that cie her 
tothe Body, (and thereby hinder her flight 
to that wiſh'd Union) and the, glad Heart 

too narrow a Receptacle for ſo much 
bg to make room for (uch Gueſts,would 
ſtretch unto a Rupture. Longing or Joy, 
have ſometimes {ingly reach'd Degrees, 
that have made them Fatal; And why then 
ſhould their Union in (ſuch Extremes be 
thought uncapable of producing the like 
efte& ? Noris it perchance more a Privi- 
ledge of the next Life, that we ſhall chen 
ſee God', than that we ſhall ſurvive that 
glorious Sight: which is coo dazling an Ob- 
ject for Mortal Eyes, till (to uſe St. Paul's 

xpreſſion) our mortal ſhall have put on 
immortelity. But I muſt no longer loſe my 
(elf in a Theme, on which it is ſo eafie to 
ſpeak Much,and ſo impoſlible to ſayEnough. 
If I be not very much miſtaken, they are ſo, 
who preſume to give us ſatisfaftory Defi- 
nitions of Gods Nature, which we may per- 
haps more ſafely Define by the [mpoſſibility 
of its being accurately Defined. And | muſt 
confeſs, I do the leaſt expe& the beſt De- 
(cription of the Divine Nature, from _ 
that - 
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that are moſt forward to take upon them 
to Explicate it: For our Words being 
but the Repreſentations of our Noti- 
ons, and they being neceflarily Finite, as 
our Being z few men are ( me-thinks ) 
more likely to be miſtaken in the Nature 
of what's Infinite, ( and conſequently of 
God's Attributes ) than thoſe that think 
Deſcriptions can comprize it. Nor will an 
Aſſiduity and Conſtancy of our Speculati- 
ons herein relieve us:for too fix'daContem. 
plation of Gods Eſſence does but the more 
confound us. AsI remember, St. Pay/tells 


the Jews, that he could not ſee for the Glo- 5 1x. 


ry of that hight, that ſhon from Heaven a- 
bout him at his Conver(ion. And this the fa- 
mous $imonides experimentally found, who 
being ask'd what God was, took a days time 
to conſider of it; after, being call'd up- 
on for his anſwer, he defir'd Two days long- 
er to think upon it ; and, when they were” 
expir'd, demanded Four days longer ; and 
ſo continu'd a great while, each time 

creaſing his Demands for Reſpite ; til, be- 
ing prelt to give an Account of ſuch a Di- 
latory way of proceeding, he ingenuouſly 
acknowledg'd that the longer he Conſider'd 
Gods Nature, the leſs he Comprebended 
it. And indeed, Experience teacheth us, 
that they that gaze ſtedfaſtlieſt on the noon- 
days Sun, can leaſt of all diſcern what it is, 
being 


Seraphick Love. 
being rather Dazl'd than lnftru&ted by fo 
confounding an OQojedt. Nor, 1> 1t onely, 
Lindamor, a task ot too great Difficulty for 
a meer Man, perfe&ly to Explicate that [n- 
compreheniible Nature of God, to which 
nothing but his own Infinite Underſtanding 
can be adequate : Bur, me-thinks,even to 
Celebrate 
berly attempted without a very deep ſenſe 
of a Man's own Ulnworthine(s and Incapaci- 
ty. For, the ſame Excellencies that furmiſh 
us with Praiſes, do tranſcend them. And 
the fruictulne(s of the Subje& may as well 
deterr, as invite our Pens; fince, as weare 
ſure we ſhall not want Theme, ſo we are 
certain we cannot Dignihe it. And for my 
part, Lindamor, though my Subje& exa- 
Qed of me the Praiſes | have endeavoured 
toaſcribe to God, yet | ſhould have thought 
it requiſite rather to decline the Laws of 
Mechod, than be redc*4 to Derogate from 
what I would *Extol: If the Neceflity of 
DetraQting from Gods Perte&ions were not 
equal to that of Mentioning them ; and 
if that Neceſſicy were not as Glorious to 
God, as greater Praiſe< than we are able to 
aſcribe him, could be. But, Lindamor, ha- 
ving thus done Right to my Method , 
though 1 could not to my Theme, 1 ſhal one- 
Iy invite you to imitate with me thoſe Per- 
fians, that Adored the Sun, thought the 
Lighe 


| 


ods Perfe&ions, cannot beſo» * 
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Light he lent them (erv'd but to make the 
ſource of it Admired, and noc to Pry into 
his abſtruſe Efſence with it. And chough 1 
might {ay much more concerning God's 
Peite&ions, | muſt henceforth chink Silence 
the propereſt Language | can now employ ; 
for 'cis Silence that beſt expreſſes ourWon- 
der: And ſure, Wonder is never more (ea- 
ſonable than when God is the Obje&t; A 
proſtrate Veneration being the lafeſt Ap- 
prehenli5 of Him that is Incomprehenlſible. 


Having thus conſidered, Lindamor, how $*#+ 13+ | 


fit an Ovje& God is of our higheſt Love, 
for what he is in Himſelf; let us now pro- 
ceed toderive further proofs of the ſame 
Truth, from what he is to, ( chat your 
Gratitude may concend with your Reaſon, 
which ſhall moſt heighten you Devotion) 
and we ſhall find in che Vaſtnefſe, Freeneſfle, 
Dif-intereſtnefſe, Conſtancy, and Advanta- 
giouſneſle of hi- Love co us, that more chan 
all the Love we can Pay him, were but a 
little part of that we owe him. 

But for the firſt Accribute, we have aſſig- 
ned his Love,(che Greatneſle of ir ) it be- 
ing a General Property, ditfuſed Through 
all che reft,and conſpicuous in them, it re- 


| rs he to be treated of apart. 
| af F 


We ſhall then proceed to the Freeneſle 
or unmeritednefle of God's lovez To be- 
lieve which ſtrangely Vaſt,we ne:d but con- 
ſider, 


k 
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fader,chat we fo little could at firſt Deſerve 
las Love, that he lov'd us even before we 
had a Being:: And our Felicity, in his De-' 
ees,preceded our Exiftence in this World. 
- God lov'd you numerous Ages before you 
Were; and his Goodnefle is ſo entirely its 
own Motive, that even your Creation (lince 
when alone you can pretend to merit his 
love) is the Effe& of it. This Benefit alone 
were ſufficient to render God the Objett of 
ourLove,though We were that of his Aver- 
1ton. For (as the Perſians ador'd the Sun 
even when it (corch'd chem ) we eſteem our 
ſelves oblig'd to -love and honour our Pa- 
rents in ſpight of their being wicked and 
unkind, though they be but God's Inſtru- 
ments in our Produ&ion,and made us what 
we were Born,not Arbitrarily,bue in virtue 
of his Ordination, But God, to confer on 
us, in the moſt excellent and endearing man- 
ner, the bleſling promiſd to his antient 
People,when he vouchſaſed to aſſure them, 
. Hol. 14« that he would love them freely, was pleaſed 
Su co love us, not onely when we were Not at 
a}},but when we were his Enemies: 1f when 
* Rom. 5, We were enemies ( faith St. Panl ) we were 
| 20., - reconciled to God by the death of kis Son,&c. 
Qur Inexiſtence indeed was a Condition, 
wherem nothing in us was capable of being 
a Motive of God's Love : But our Enmity 
proceeded further, and made us worthy of 


his 


[ 
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| his Deteftation; 8s if his Love were 
unlefſe it Vanquiſh'd Obſtacles, as well as 
Wanted Motives. This gave the Apoſtle z | 
juſt cauſe to ſay, that God Commendeth his Rom. 5. 
* love towards w,in that while we were yet fin- 8. 
| ners Chriſt died for us: That is, when we wan- 
ted all Motives to invite his Love, unleſſe 
our very Want of them ſhould paſs for one. 
And how did God exprefle bis Love unto 
us? Even by the Gift of the Son of his love; 
For God ſo Loved the world, (lays the divine Joh.3.16 
Token of his Love) that be gave his only be« 
gotten Son. And how did that Son Love it? 
He (lays the Apoſtle ) being in the form of phi1.2. 6 
| God, thought it no robbery to be equal with 5, 8, * 
God; but made himſelf of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was 
\ made in the likeneſs of men. . And being found 
in faſhion 4s a mane humbled bimſeff, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the Croſs. That is, That he would love at 
no leſſe Rate than Death; and from the ſu- 
pereminent heighth of Glory, ſtoop'd and 
abaſd himſelf tq the (ufferance of the ex- 
tremeſt ofIndignities, and Sunk himfelf co 
the bottom of AbjeRednefle, to exalc our 
condition to the contrary Extreme. He was 14.5.5. 
wounded for our trenſgre ffons,he was bruiſed 
for our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our 
4cama repon him,and with his ftripes we are 
'lays the Prophet. For ye know the 
grace 
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prace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,that thowh he 
was rich, yet for your ſakes he became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might be made 
rich,lays che Apoſtle. Men having di(pleaſed 
God, and conlequently forfeited all Righe 
and Natural Poflibility'to Happinefſe; even 
whilſt they compleated the Forlornnefle of 
their condition, by the.Lethargy ot not be- 
ing ſenſible of it, and were as Carelefle to 
Seek means of Recovery, as they had been 
Unable to Deviſe them ot themiſelves; Even 
then, his reſilefſle Love would never be at 
quiet, till ic had fet his Omniſcience on 
work, to contrive Expedients, and find 
out a way to reconcile his Juſtice and his 
Mercy, in.reconciling Sinners to Himſelf. 
And this merciful Deſign, by the Incarnati. 
on of his Son, he proſecuted in a way fo 


. Worthy of Himſelf, and ſo Advantagious 


co Us, that our juſt wonder at it may keep 
us from having any, to find that, as St. Pe- 
fer informs us, the very Angels ( promp- 
ted, queſtionleſs, by a Religious Curioſi- 
ty ) ardently defire to /9ok into thoſe Di- 
vine Myſteries. I find it hotly diſputed a- 
mongſt Divines, ( not onely betwixt the 
Socinians and the Orthodox, but betwixt 
Orthodox and Orthodox ) Whether or no 
God could, without violating his Juſtice, 
have deviſed any other Courle for the Ex- 
Piation of-Sin, than the Paſſion and oy 


Serepbick Love. | 
6f Chriſt. Bue, without venturing to De- 
termine, Whether or no God Could, to 
Redeem us, have choſen any Ocher way 3 
We may (afely think, that he Has choſen 
the molt Obliging and moſt Endearing way; 
| diſplaying in this Divine Manner of Reſcu- 

ing us, the ſevereſt Juſtice, and che higheſt 
| Mercy; the greateſt Hatred of Sin, and the 
| greateſt Love to Sinners: Since by thoſe 
| unequalPd and unvaluable Sufferings, to 
which he delivered up for us that Son, who 
| is ſonear unto him, chat he truly ſaid, I 
' and the Father are one, Heat once manii- Joh. 19, 
| feſfted both how much he Hated Sin, which 3® 
| he ſoheavily puniſh'd in the Perſonhe moſt 
' Lovd; ( though that Surety but Adop- 
ted it, to free Men from the Inſuppor- 
|" table vengeance of it) and How much he 
Lov'dSinners, by giving up what he ſoLov'd 
for a Ranſome of thole that were guilty of 
what he ſo Hated. And therefore our Savi- 
our, though he did ſuch great things to (a- 
tisfie the unbelieving and contumacious 
Jews of his being their promigd Meſſiah, 
would not Decline Death to convincethem; 
And, though he had not ſeldom done ſo 
{ Much to make himſelf che Objef of their 
Faith, would not be invited from the Crols, 
though the chief Prieſts and Scribes them- 
ſelves ſaid at his Crucifixion, Let him now war. 2} 
come down from the = th and we = be= 7. 
ieve 


6 
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: lieve on bim. And Chriſt, co convince the 
World of their unablenefſe to emerge and 
recover our of that deep Abyſs, wherein 
che Load of fin ( which in Sripture is call'd 
Heb, 12, 4 Weight ) bad Precipated fall'n Man, came 
I, not inco the World until well nigh 4ooo. 


years of Sickneſs had made the Diſeaſe Deſ- ' 
perate, and the Cure almoſt Hopeleſle. So | 
inveterate an obſtinacy at once widening the 
Diſtance betwixt God and Man, and pro- | 


claiming the laters Diſability co find by his 
own witdome, Expedients of Reunion, 
Mat. 9. Thus Chriſt heal'd and diſpoſſeſs'd a Dumb 
32. perſon, who wes able to make entreaties 
but by the Diſability of pronouncingthemz 
and might trulyſay to the ſecure World, Tam 
Iſa.6s. 1. found of them that ſought me not. And when 
our Saviour was come into the wretched 
World, of all the numerous Miracles re- 
corded in the Goſpel, he ſcarce did any for 
his own private Relief, And to ſhew, that 
as he endured his Sorrows for our fakes, 


I{a.$3.5. that by bis firip's we might be healed; (o | 
were the Joys he taſted in Relation to Us, | 


We read not ( which is highly obſervable ) 


in the whole Goſpel, that ever herejoyc'd | 


y 


but once, and that was, when his recurn'd 

Diſciples inform'd him, that they had Viao- 

Luk. 10. riquſly chafd Devils and Diſeaſes out of op- 

preſſed Mortals, and that by his Autharity 

men had been diſpoſſeſd of both the Tone” 
c 


| 


4 
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ter and Puniſhment of Sin. He convers'd 
among his Conctemporaries with Virtues, 
as well atteſting what he was,as Prophecies 
or Miracles could do 3 and,'to teach Man, 
how, much he valu'd Him above thoſe 
Creatures that Man makes his Idols, he 
often altered and ſuſpended the Courle of 
Nature, for Man's Inftruction, or his Re- 
hef, and revers'd the Laws eftabliſh'd in 


the Univerle, to engage Men to obey thoſe, _, 


of God,, by doing Miracles ſo numerous ,,, 
and great, that the Jews Lnbelief may be 


almoſt counted One. Yet were thoſe won- Mat.3.12 


ders wrought for aGeneration that aſcrib'd 
them to the Devil, and Return'd them 
with founexemplif'd art Ingratitude, that 
'tis not the leaſt of his wonders , that he 
would vouchſafe to work Any of them for 
ſuch blafphemous wretches : Who were 
indeed , as ſome of the Later Jews have 
too truly ſtyl'd Themſelves, in relation to 
their Fathers, Chometz ben ya-yin, Vinegar 


+ the Child of Wine, a moſt degenerate Off- 


ſpring: of holy Progenitors. He ſuffered 
ſo much for them , that made him do ſo, 
that he ſuffered the Addition of Miſery of 


being thought ro ſuffer Deſervedly 3 And Tai. 53: 


be was numbred with the Tranſpreſſors. And *** 

wh he Liv'd as much a Miracle 28 any 
HeDid, yer did his Condition ſometimes 
appear ſo-Deſpicableand Forlorn,that men 
_ could 
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could not know his Deity but by his Gaod- 
nefſe,which was too Infinite not to belong 
Incommunicably to God. And though 
'twere once a ſaying of our Saviours,Great= 
er Love hath no man than this , that a man 
lay down his life for his Friends ; yet is not, 
waat is ſaid ot the Love here mention'd,to 
be underſtood of Love Indefinitely, or ge- 
nerally confidered,but only of the fingleAQs 
or Expreſlions of a man's love to his triends 
Compar'd becwixt themſelves. And fo the 
alleg'd paſſage ſeems to mean but this, 
That among the {ingle As of kindnefle to 
a man's friends, there is not any One more 
tighly expreſlive ofa real and {incere Love, 
than to part with ones Life for their ſakes. 
This Text therefore would not be Indefi- 
nitely applied to the affe&ion of Love it 
lelf, as it it could not poſlibly be Greater 
than 1s requiſite to make a man Content or 
Willing co dye for his friends ; for he that 
{acrinces belides his Life, his Fortune alſo, 
his Children , and his Reputation , does 
thereby expreſs more love to them than 
he could do by parting with his Life only 
for them. And he that is forward to Dye 
for thoſe that Hate him, or, at leaſt, know 
him not,diſcloſes a more plentiful and exu- 
berant ſtock of Love, than he that does 
the ſame Kindnels but for thoſe that Love 
tum. And thus our Saviour would be un- 

. derſtood, 


| 


{ 
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derfiood , unlefſe we would fay , that he 
Out-praftis'd what he Taught ; for, he 
came to lay down his Life even for his Ene- 
mies, and ( like the kind Balſom-Tree, 
whoſe healing-wounds weep Soveraign 
Balm to cure thoſe that made them ) he 
refus'd not to Dye for thoſe that Killd 
him, and ſhed his Blood for ſome of them 
that Spilt ic. And (© lictle was his injur*d 
Love to the ungrateful World diſcourag'd 
or impair'd by the ſavage Entertainment 
he mec with init, that, after he had (uffer*d 
from wretched men (for whole fakes he 
left Heaven to become capable of ſuffering ) 
ſuch barbarous Indignities, as might have 
made bare Puniſhmenes appear Mercy, and 
even Cruelty it ſelf ſeem no more than 
ones when 1 ſay, to hope for ſo much as 

is Pardon were Preſumption ; he was 
pleas'd to Create Confidence of no lefſe 
than his Love, a Virtue. Nor think it, 
Lindamor , impertinent to our preſent 
Theme,that I infiſt fo much on what Chriſt 
has Done aud Suffer'd far us, ſince both he 


himſelf ipforms us, that He and his Father Joh.10 


are one: And ſome of the Texts already 30 


mention'd have taught us,that *twas an ef- S** <//o 


ſet of God's love alſo to the World, that |! 


He gave bis only begotten Son to redeem it 3 \oh. 3.15 
That God commendeth his love towards Row.s.8 


w, in that while we were yet ſinners Chriſt 
F 3 dyed 
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dyed for w. Wherefora: J ſhall without 
Scruple proceed to ablerve to you, That 
ſo free is Chriſts dile&ion , that the grand 
condition of our Felicity 15 our Belief, 
that he is dilpoſed to make us Happy ; on 
Tearms,not only ſo Honorable ta him, but 
ſo Advantagious to us,that, | was about to 
ſay, That poſlibly Faith it ſe-would ſcarce 
be exacted as requiſite to our Happinels, 
but that che Condition does encreale the 
Benefic , by vouchlafing us bold and early 
Anticipations of it : For, Faith being (as 
- Heb.11.1 theApoklle tearms it.) the ſubſtance of things 


things not ſeen, waſts our Joys to this fide 


and does us ſuch a ſervice, as the Jewiſh 

Spies, did co their Country-men, by bring- 

Numb. ing them over 'to This fide Fordan into 

13-23,27 the Wilderneſſe, ſome of the pleaſant, and 

Delicious Fruits of the bleſt Land of Pro- 

miſe. I aid, Lindamor, that Faith was the 

grand Condition required in Gads free 

grant of Exernal Life, Not that. } would 

aſcribe any thing ta a Lazy , Speculative, 

and Barren Faith , , im. oppoſition tq , that 

lively and Aﬀive ope; which is called by 
Eat 5.6. theApoſtle, Tic bi A YXANE ingin, F aith 0 

Jam 2, 74ting by Love; ſince Lam informed bySt 

” 26, Fames,that the Divorce af Faith andWorks 

L | | py 


4 4 


hoped for, and evidence (or conviction) of 


of the Grave,bows Heaven down tous,till -- 
our freed Spirits can/{oar up to Heaven,; ' 
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is. 4s Deſtruftive- to: Raligion , as that of 
Soul and Body is to-Life : But that | was 
willing ©© mind you , that thfough true 


Faith ( which cries like Rachel, Grue me Gen, 30. 


children or elſe I die) be ever the pregnant 
Mother of good Works, yer are not thoſe- 
Works the Cauſe, but the Effe&s and Signs 
of Gods firſt Love to Men , ( however af- 
terward the Children may Nurfe their Pa- 
rents. ) As, though the Needle's pointing 
at the Poles be, by being an Effet, an Ar- 
gument of-3ts having been Invigorated by 
the Loadſtone, or received Influence from 
ſome other Magnetick Body; yet is not 
that Reſpe& unto the North the Cauſe, 


_ buttheOperation of the Iron's being drawn 
' by the actraftive Mineral. Thou art good Pal. 11 


and doft good, lays the Pialnuft to his Maker. 68, 
The greatnefle of his Goodnefle is that 
which makes it Ours ; nor doth He do us 
good, becauſe that Weare good, but be- 
cauſe He is liberally fo ; as the Sun ſhines 
on Dunghils, rot out of any Invitation his 
Beams find there, bur becauſe it 1s his Na- 
ture to be diffuſive of his Light. Yer with 
this difference, that whereas the Sun's 
Bounty, by being rather an Advantage to 
us than a Favour, deſerves our Joy, and 
not our Thanks, becauſe his Viſits are 
made Deſignleſlyz and without any parti- 


' _ culae Intention of addrefſe, (by ſuch a bare 


F 4 neceſſity 
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neceſſity of Nature, as that which makes 
Springs flow out into Streams, when their 
Beds are too narrow To contain the renew- 


ed water that doth inceſſantly (wel the exu- 


berant Sources; ) God on the contrary,for 
being neceſſarily kind,is not lefſe Freely or 
Obligingly ſo, to You or Me; for, though 
ſome kind of Communicativeneſs be Efſen- 
tial to his Goodnefle, yet his Extenſion of 


| 


it without Himtelf, and his Vouchfafing it | 


to this or that particular Perſon, are purely 
Arbitrary, To omit his Love to the num- 
beflefſe Ele& Angels ; the ſtri& Relations 
betwixt the Perſons of the Blefſed Trinity, 
ſupplying God with Internal Obje&s,which 
imploy'd his Kindneſſe before theCreation, 
and Himſelf being able to allow his Good- 
neſſe the Extent of Infinity for its Diffuſion. 
Buc(having glanc'd at this onely by the By ) 
we may yet further admicingly obſerve, 
That whereas Men uſually give freelieſt 
where they have not given before,and make 
it both the Motive and the Excuſe of their 
defiſtance from giving any more, That they 
have given already : Gods bounty hath a 
very different Method; for he uſes to give, 
becauſe he Hath given, and, that he May 
ive. Conlonantly to which, when the re- 
volting T/raelites had broken theContents, 
whilſt Moſes was bringing them the Tables 


m——_ - 


of the LAW, and had thereby provok'd the 


Incen- . 


oY, > 8 OTE 
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Jncenſed Giver of it to the thoughts of a 
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ſuddain Extirpation of fo Ingratefull and 
Rebellious a People; we may oblerve, that, 
whereas God, as unwilling to remember 
his former Goodnefſe to them, [peaking to 
Moſes, calls them, Thy Peop/e which thou Exod. 32 
broughteſt out of the Land of F, 1140 Moſes, 7. 
on the other fide, to engage God to the 
New mercy of a Pardon,rep1etents to God 
his Former mercy to them, and cails them 
God's People, which He brought forth out of verſ. 11, 
the Land of Xpypt,with gredt power,and wit 
a mighty hand. And to conlpicuous in the 
Eternal Son was this property of the Merci- 
full Father, that when ſick Lazarus's Siſters 
implored his Reſcue for their exſpiring 
Brother, the Motive they employ, and 
which Profper'd their addrefſes, was , 
Lord, behold, (not, he who loveth thee, Joh. 11. 
but) he whom thou loveſt, is fick. And 5* 
as he takes the firſt Inducements of his 
Bounty from Himſelf; ſo do his for- 
mer Favours both invite and give Rates 
to his ſucceeding Blefliings, And there 
is reaſon for it: For his pure Love 
being. all the Merit, by which Man can 
pretend to the Effe&s of his Bounty ; 
It is but juſt, that the Degree of his 
Love ſhould Proportion thoſe Favors, 
which *tis our only Title to; and that 

God's 
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God's Liberality ſhould as well afford Mea- 
ſures, as Motivex to ic (elf. 


| Se. 14, Nor 1s God's love lefle Difcintereſs'd 
than Free. His grand Defign upon us is 
but to make us Inſtruments and Partakers 

of His Glory,and to bring us te everlaſting 
Happinefle,by a Way that does as well ele» 

vate and dignihe our N:itme; as the Con- 

dition reſery'd for us will. His Method of 

ſaving us,if but compli'd with, does here,as 

Col. 1.12 the Apoſtle tpeaks, Fir ws for the Inheritance 
of the Saints in Liyht ; We being made (as 

2 Pct. 1,4 SE Peter (peaks ) Partakers of the Divine 
Nature,baving eſcap'd the corruption that is 

in the world through Lujt. So that thoſe 
things, whereia $he nobleſt of the Philoſo- 
phers _ their Felicity , ſerve but ts 
Qualife and Prepare Chriſtians for that 


for thole that love him ; and cannot but be 
heightned and endear'd by the Value, which 
Graces and Virtues had given men on 
Earth, for ſuch a Noble and Rational kind 
of Happinefle, as is apportjon'd to them in 
Heaven. What ends cans have upon us, 
whole Goodnefle ani Bleſfedneffe are both 
Infinite? He was unconceivably Happy (in 
lis own Self-ſirfficiency } before the Crea- 


Higher Blefſednels that is reſerv'd by God 


tures had a Being 3 and fare that row 
| that | 


| 


| 
| 


a © & 


cite. ieute , to 


L: *h 
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| World, thereby to make 
' new Acquiſitions, but his Goodneſle, that 
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that needednotThemſelves __ > immortali- 
to be ſupreme , needs no- z,, atque beatis Gratia no« 
thing that they cando. Nor ftra queat largirier Emo. 


was it his Indigence that {umcatis, Us noftri quid- 


ford him to make the 944" cauſe gerere aggre- 
derentur? Lucret.cx Epics 


prels'd him to Manifeſt, and to Impart his 
Glory ; and the Goods which he {o over- 
flowingly abounds with, Witnefſe his 


- Suſpenſion of the World's Creation, which 


certainly had had an earlier Date, were the 


| Deity capable of Want, and the Creatures 


of Supplying it. St. Pax in his Epiſtle to 
Timothy, ſtyles God, Mex<q9-, which we 1Tim. 1. 
tranſlate, The bleſſed God, but may perbaps ?1- 
more properly. be rendred, The happy God: ; Tim.s. 
And elſewhere in the ſame Epiſtle he truly 15. 

calls him The Happy, as well as Only Poten- 

tate. God ( fays the Apoſtle) that made ag. 27. 
the World,and all Things tkerem\,ſeeing that 24, 25, 
He is Lord of Heaven and Earth, dwelleth * 25. 
not , &c. As though He needed any thing, 

ſeeing that He giveth to dll Life, and Breath, 

and all Things. And, In Him, we live, and 

mave, and have our Being. And indeed, fo 
coherent in the mind of a meer Mafi, that 

does but Conſider and Underſtand che Im- 

part of his own Notions, is the belief of 

God's hapyinefſe to that of His Beingz that L 


remember the Epicurean, Lacretiue hiw- 


ſelf, 
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ſel,even in that impious paſſage, where he 
denies Divine Providence; and in a ſeem« | 
ing , but injurious Complement, would, : 
under the pretence of Eafing God of it, De- 
'Prive Him of theGovernme-nt of theWorl$ 
does yet confeſſe, that the Divine Nature 
muſt neceſſarily enjoy a Supreme and end- 
lefſe Tranquility adding, (co bring this to | 
our preſent purpoſe) that 't1s 


Privata dolore omnt , privata pe= | 
ricliss ; 

Ipſa ſuis pollens opibus , nihil indiga n+. 
tri. 


Whereby he acknowledges, 


That from all griefs and dangers of 
them freed, 
Rich in icſelf, ic has of us no need. 


Or,if you will have him ſpeak of the gods 
in the Plural, like a Heathen Poet, that 


Far above priefs and danger , thoſe bleſt 
Powers, 


Rich in their Native Goods, need none of 
OKr'Se 


A mnch Nobler Poet tells us, That the 
; Pſal,24.1 Earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs there* 
| of, the World, and they that dwell therein: 
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Agreeably whereunto, that Great God that Prov. 26. 


formed all things, Fa in our Tranſlation 19: 


che Scripture calls him ) (ys in one of the 
Palms, If Iwere bungry,l would not tell thee, Plal. 50. 


for the World is mine, and the fulneſs there- 5? 


of, His Ubiquity excludes all wiſhes of 
Remove, by making his Eſſence uncapable 
of Excluſion; for, Whither ſhould hedeſire 
to tranſport Himſelf that 1- Every where, 


; and can with himſelf in no place where he is 
not already ? His ſ:.fh-iency is ttica, that he 


Je , 


can ſee no Gouuds, but what he Gives, or 
Hach, (or rather both beſtows and poſſeſſes) 
his Plenty being {o unexhauſted a Spring of 
Goods, that his Libera.iry does lefle impo=- 


+ veriſh God, lian the Sun's light does him 


of 


or imparted Knowledge impairs theTeach- 
er*s Stock, And theretore, though St. 7 1mes 
do very juſtly callGod,The Father of Lights, Jam.1-17 
who is the beſtower of every good and e- 

very perte& Gift ; yet the Friend of God, Jam+ 2- 
(as the Scripture calls Abraham ) and that _ 4 
Royal Prieſt, (whom the Writer co the He- yer toram., 
brews teaches us to have been ſo llluſtrious 

a Type of Him, whom he calls, The high Prieſt yeb.z. 1. 
of our Profeſſion ) do both of them in the 

lame Chapter fiyle him,The Poſſeſſor of Hea- Gen. 14. 
ven and Earth. No, no, God needs not beg 18. 22. 
From, or covet In the Creatures ſhallow 
ſtreams, thoſe goods, of which he not only 
Hath, but is the Source. Our greateſt Ser- 
VICES 


% 


16, 


foveraignTranquility is fo ſublimely "ney 
| [ 
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vices toour Creator muſt be to Diſcharge 
our ſelves, .not to Advantage him, nor ag 
thinking to add any thing to a Felicity, 
which were not Infinice,could it admit En- 


creale, Our higheſt Pertormances, though | 


they be Dues, amount not unto Tributes, 
bur are rather like thoke Pepper-corns of 
Rent which Free-holders pay , not with 
hope or with intent to Enrici their Land- 
lord, but to Acknowledge, that they hold 
all from him. When we admire the Sun,our 
Seeing of his light doth not increaſe it, it 
makes it not Greater,but onely it makes it 


Eyes,thatglorious Planet (uffers noEclipſe, 
and is not at all darkned or impaii*'d, nor 
doth He thereby loſe his lighe, but We : 
The Ealſinefſe: of the application requires, 
and excufes its Omillion. If thou finneft, 


'* (C ays Elihu in Fob ) what doſt thou againſt 


him 2 if thou be rizhteow, what giveſt thou 
him 2 or what receiveth he of thine hand ? 


Thy wickedneſs may hurt a Man, as thou art, 


and thy righteouſneſs may profit the Son of 
Man. In efte&,. the wicked's (pite againſt 


God 1s bur like a mad-man's running his 


head againſt the wall, chac leaves the Wall 
wſhaken, but daſhes his own Brains out. 


x Tim.6. God inhabits a Felicity (as well as Light) 


Znacceffible to.all inferiour attempes : His 


| 


Ours; and when we turn away, or ſhut our 


| 


\ 
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that*tis above the reach of all Diſquieting 
Impreſſions; and, like the Stars,that feel not 
the Diſeaſes their inauſpicious Influence 
produces,He doth not Relent the torments 
he lnflits. Gods Juſtice is not lefſe Efſen- 
tial to ham than his Mercy ; Witnefle that 
( the numbers of the Saints and the Re- 
probate confider'd_) thoulands fall Sacrifi- 
ces to the leverer Attribute, for one that 
proves Capable of the milder. He laid, He 
would get himſelf honour upon Pharaoh and 
all bis Hoſt, when he defign'd their ruine in 
the Red-Sea: And Moſes ſaid, He hath tri- 
unphed gloriouſly in etteting it. And in Exe» 
kiel he lays, Behold I amt againſt thee, O Si- 
don,and I will be glorift'd in the miſt of thee, 
and they foall know that T am the Lord,when 
I ſhall have executed my julgements in her, 
and ſhall be ſanSirfi'd in her. Thus, when a 
Flaſh of God's Indignation ( kindled by that 
ſtrange fire they prelum'd to offer before 
him ) had blaked the two preſumptuous 
Sons of Aaron,God is (aid to have been ſan- 
Gifi'd in them that come nith him, and to 
bave been glorift'd before all the people; ſuch 
eminent and examplary Inflances ot Severi- 
ty, manifeſting him co be fo Holy in his 
Laws,and ſo Concern'd for them,that even 
the Miniſters of his Altars ſha}l not. violate 
them with Impunity, but find Him (what 


\the Writer ta the Hebrews calls him) 4 


conſums 


Exod. 14s 
17, 18, 


Fx0d.15, 
I. 


E ck. 28 
22; 


Leve 10s 
3. 


| Heb. I Zo 
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conſuming fire ; Who will be Glorifi'd be: 
fore all his people,either by the Obedience 
of thoſe that approach Him,or by their De- 
ſtruction. So to Evidence, that God can de- 


_ rive SatisfaRtion as well from the Exerciſe 


of provoked Juſtice,as from that of his pro- 
voked Mercy; the ſacred Orator uſes this 
remarkable Antanaclaſis, And it frall come 


. to paſſe, that as the Lord rejoyced over you to 


do you good, and maitiply you; ſo will the Lord 
rejoyce over you to deſtroy you,& bring you to 
naught. Thus, though it be truly laid ofGod 


. by che Prophet Feremiah, that he doth not 


affit will:ngly,nor grieve theChildren of Men: 
(and theretore the determined Contump- 
tion of the whole Land, which our Bibles 
Engliſh,God's work , his ſtrange work, other 
Tranſlators read, Opus alienum ſuum ) Yet 
when the fins of Incorrigible offenders are 
grown to that provoking Heighth, that his 
Mercy interceeds no more to avert or ſuf- 
pend the infliftions of his Juſtice; then how 
much he can ſatisfie himſelf in Deſtroying 
thoſe that Would not be Preſerved, may be 
ghefſ'd at by that formidable Expreſſion 1n 
Ezekiel; where, having fore-told what ha- 
vock the Sword, the Famine,and the Peſti- 
lence ſhould make amongſ the intraftable 
and diſperFd Tfraelites, he adds, (as & kind 


pliſhed, and I will cauſe my fury to reft _ 
t 


j 
f\\ 


of 'Ervixur ) Thu ſhall mine anger be dccom . | 


j 
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Seraphick Love. 
them,and I will be comforted. The Howlings 
of the Damned as well ſound forth his 
Praiſes,as do the Hallelujahs of the Saints ; 
they both do fing to him an everlaſting 
Canticle of praiſe; onely in this great Con- 
ſort of his whole Intelligent Creation, the 
defignleſly conſpiring Voices are as diffe- 
ring as the Conditions of the reſpeQive 
Singers. Hell's darknefſe doth as well con- 
tribute to God's Glory, as Heaven's Eter- 
nal Splendor : As Shadows, judiciouſly 
plac'd, do no lefle praiſe the Painter, than 
do the livelier and brighter Colours. And 
as when theEarth doth ſend black,noiſome, 
and ſulphureous Exhalations up toward the 
Sky,alas,they reach not Heaven,nor diſcom- 
pole the Spheres ; but all the Storms and 
Thunders they produce fall on that Globe 
they came from,and there do all their mif- 
chief: So, the wicked may Wrong God in- 
deed, yet do they really Harm but them- 
ſelvs by all their greateſt fins, which trouble 
Him chiefly, bue becauſe they neceſſitate 
Him to puniſh them : for the tranſgreſſions 
that do moſt Provoke God do him not the 
leaſt Harm. An impious perſon may ( as 
Elihu lately inform*d us ) hurt a Man, as 
bimſelfis,not that ſupremely blefſed Deity; 
the Reſult of whoſe Infinite Perfe&ions is a 
reſembling Happinefle, which is as inſepa- 
Table from Him as = Eflence, Our offen- 
| ces 


% 
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Serapbick, Love. | 
ces may derogate from his Accefſiona] Glo» 
ry,not from his Eſſential Felicity ; or ra» 


ther, the moſt deſperate Sinners by theio . 


greateſt Crimes,can but Change the Actri- 
bute they ſhould bring honour to, and bur 
oppole the glorifying of his Goodnefle, to 
occaſion the glorifying of his Juſtice; fince 
he will be infallibly glorifi'd, ſoun or late, 
either by Men's ations, or their ſutterings; 
by their Practice of Duties, or Puniſhment 
for Sin. Thus you ſee how littleGod is be- 
holden to you for your Declining Hell: 
Nor will the ſcore be very much encrea{('d 
by your Addreſſes and Attempts for Hea- 
ven. Can a man (fays Eliphaz,) be profitable 


_ CCC LL eG —_ 


unto God,as he tht is wiſe may be profitable 
wato himfelf ? 1s it any pleaſure to the Al- 


mighty that thou art righteous? or is it gain 
unto him that thou makeſt thy ways perfell ? 


Congruouily to which ſence the Plalmiſt | 
lays, My Goodneſs extendeth not to Thee; The | 
fire that we kindle on God's Altars heats 


and enlightens Us,but warms not Heaven at 
fo diſtanta remove, nor is wanted in the 
Sun's rehidence. We have all the Redolence 
of the Perfumes and Incenſe we burn upon 
lus Aitars, the Smoak doth vaniſh e'r it can 
reach the Sky,and whilſt 'tis undaſperſi, but 
Clouds,and but Obſcures it. Alas,our Beſt 
Performancesare uſclefſe Services to God, 
«the Heir's bringing Wax to his depart- 


ing | 
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ching.to the Rich man's ſtore,and is by him 


| delir'd andaccepted, onely to Seal away a 


Fortune to his Son. Though therefore it 
be true, that God is Pleal'd with our Per« 
formances, yer is that Welcome he vouch- 
laſes to give them, (o far from enabling us 
by them to Requite his Love, that. it en« 
creaſes the Unrequitedneſle of it; Since He 
is delighted with them, as they afford him 
juft Riſes to reward them. How far from 
Mercenary is then God's Bounty ! fince he 
accepts our Acknowledgments of his for=- 
mer bleſlings, (chiefly ) to make them Op- 


| portunities of conferring freſh ones 3 as 
| good old Tſaac deli'd his Son's Veniſon, Gen. 27, 
| that from the Reliſhing of that ſayoury 4+ 


Meat he might take an Opportunity to 
bleſle him. 
And the better to diſcover how Difinte- Se#. 1 5. 


, reſſ4 God's favours are,let us further con= 
| fider, how little they are Requitable z for 


| 
| 


we can give him nothing but his own, (nor, 
Heaven knows, all that neither; ) and both 
the Will and Power to ferve Him are His, 
upon-ſo juſt and many Scores, that we are 
unable to Retribute,unleſfle we doReftorez 
and all the Duties we can pay our Maker, 
re leſfe properly Requitals than Reftituti- 
ons. When David and his Officers had of- 
ſar'd towards the Serufture of that Magni- 
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Serdpbick, Love. © 
ficent Temple, which chey ſeem'd Af 
ous to. make a Manſon inferior to Heaven 
onely; the King himſelf gave three thouſand 


Talents of Gold,and ſeven of refin'dSilver; j 


and the Heads of the People, five thouſand 
Talents (beſides ten thouſand Drachms ) 
ofGold,ten thouſand Talents of Silver, eigh« 


teenthouſand of Braſs,and a hundred thous | 


{and of Iron, (a Treaſure, of which 1 ſcarce 
remember to have read the like in any Ht- 
ſtory ) beſides a number of all manner of 
Precious Stones, capable of impoveriſhing 
the very Indies: They perfum'd this noble 
and unequall'd Offering with a ſolemn Con- 
teilion, which perhaps in God's eſteem was 


—_— 


A&biti- 


mich more precious than It: Thine,O Lord, 
(lays the Royal Prophet in the name of all ) 
is the greatneſs, and the power,and the glory, 


and the viftory,and the majeſty; for dll that is 


in heaven and in eartk is thine. Thine i the 


K:ngdom,O Lord, and thou art exalted a head 
above all. Both riches and honour come of | 


thee, and thox reioneſt over all. Andin thine 
hand is pwwer and might,and in thine hand it 
is to make great,and togive ſtrength unto dll. 
Now therefore, our God, we thank thee; and 


what is my people, that we ſhould be able to 
offer ſo willingly after this ſort? For dll things 
come of thee,and of thine own have we gen 
thee. For we are Strangers before thee, and 


— — 
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praiſe thy glorious Name. But who am 1? and | 


Sojonrs - 


i | Sou Wor 


| bave prepared to build thee an Houſe, for thy 


| firſt given to bim, and it ſhall be recompenſed 


-. home; we cannot but acknowledge, (as Da- 


- Fa VI 


for. So Unrequitable is God's Love,and ſo 
WM 


"9% SerapbitMPove. 

5,4 weje dll our Fathers. Our days 
on Eartb/are as a ſhadow, and tbere is none a= 
hiding. O Lord our God, all thy ftore that we 


holy Name, cometh of thine hand, and is qll 
thine own. Who (lays the Apoitle,in a Quz- g,m. 11. 
flion that imports 1ts own Negative ) hath 35, 36. 


tobim again ? For of him, and through him, 

and to him,are all things. Nay, even ourLove 

it ſelf (that poor Man's Surety and Exche- 
quer,that doth pay all his Debcs, by ſupply- 

ing him with the Prerogative co Coin his 

Defires and Wilkes of an Arbitrary value ) 

is here unable co diſcharge our Debts: our 

Love being too much the EffeCt, to be ca- 

pable of being the Recompence of God's. 

And ſurely,the Divine Amoriſt had cauſe to 

fay,that herein is love,not that we loved God, 1 Joh. 4+ 
but that he loved us. And,as the fame Apoſtle 10. 
elſewhere ſpeaks,We love him,becauſe be firſt * Job. 4+ 
loved ws. If, in effe&,we look upon the un- '”' 
worthy Conteſt, betwixt God's Mercies,and 
moſtMen's Ingratitnde,and but refle& upon 

the ſmall Return of Love that the greateſt 
Disburſements of His do uſually bring 


vid in the lately mention'd Scripture did ) 
that our Loving God for his Favours,is one 
of the greateſt Favours that we [ove him 


G 3 Inſol- 


Seraphich, Love. 
Inſalvent are Wezthat Ne Loye. roſy wy 
roves theBenefit,by which alone ION | 
= pretended to lome ability of Retrj | 
tion. And ſo unlimited is this Impatence | 
of ours to recompence Or repay God's Nis y 
leftion, that it exrends £0, andferters qur f 
very Wiſhes. For God enjoys an fluence 
of Felicity,ſo perfeQ and entire, that even 
our Wiſhes can aim at nothing for himWor- 
thy ofhim,unleſle inſtruſted by what he al- 
ready aRually poſſefles. And the Senſe of 
this Game very Impotence, to ſome of the | 
greateſt Proficients in Seraphick Love, ap- 
pears not the leaſt ynezfie Property oft. It | 
grieves us ſenſibly,to (ee our ſelves reduc'd | 
to be onely Paſſive, and the Receivers in | 
this Commerce. We would fain contribute 
ſotaething, and cannot always refrain from 
devoting our Wiſhes to encreaſe his Hap- 
inefle, co whom we owe all ours. And (ome 
oly Perſons (particularly St. Auſtin ) have 
by the Exuberance of their Gratitude and 
Devotion, been tranſported to make Wiſh- 
es,and uſe Expreſſions, wherein theirAﬀeRi- 
ons bad a greater ſhare than their Reaſon, 
and which argued them much better toap- : 
prehend, How much God deſerv'd of chem, 4 
than How little he needed chem. But,upon | 
ſecond Thoughts, we ſhall find, that the | 
Cauſe of ourGrief ought to turn it into.our | 
Jay,ſince the Defires we would frame, aim- 
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_ ceeded the Nativity of Time,and will ſur- 


PE. / adhic 'Love. © 


ing at God's being infinitely happy, are all 
Filled before they are — ms. —< and 
that in the moſt Advantagious and Nobleſt 
way : For, could God's happinefſe admit 
Acceſſion by our accompliſh'd Wiſhes,there 
were then a poſſibility of his Wanting ſome- 
thing to render it Compleat. And lure, *cis 
2 more Supreme felicity to be by Nature 
tranſcendently above All encreale of Bliel- 
ſednefle,than to receive the Greateſt that 
Men can Wiſh. 

To proceed now to the Conſtancy of Se2.16. 
God's Love: We cannot entertain of God 
any Apprehenfions, not altogether Unwor- 
thy of him,and criminally Injurious to him, 
without believing, That to think that. he 
can be Inconftant , is as great a Crime as 
"twere a Miſery to find him fo. His Love is 
like his Eflence, immutably Eternal, reach- 
ing from Everlaſting to Everlaſting, it pre- 


yive its utmoſt Period and Obſequies. 

Having loved bis own which were in the Joh.13.1 
World, be loved them unto the end, ſays the * * 
Evangelift: And when St. Fames had told 1,1; 
us, That every good gift, and every perfet 

gift is from above,and cometh down from the 

Father of Lights,he adds,(to complete our 
Conſolation) with whom! i no variablimeſs, 

neither ſhadow of turning. Of his own Will 

begat bew of the word of truth. And, in ef- 

G 4. fe, 


erapbick Love. © 
PCS: , fince God takes the Motives of his 
Love co Us,from Himſelf,not from us, the | 
Unchangeablenefle of His Nature ſeems 
ſtrongly co infer that of his Charity , and | 
our Happinefle in it. For,T am the Lord, T | 
Mal.3.% change not; therefore ye Sons of Facob are 
2 not conſumed , ſays God by the laſt of his 
Prophets : And in Feremiah he tells his 
people,I bave lov'd thee with an everlaſting 
love. And what God once ſaid to the ge- 
| TJoſh.1.5. nerous Foſhua, T will never leave thee nor 
forſake thee, is by the Writer to the He- | 
"IO brews appli'd to Believers in general : for 
| yeh the gifts andcalling of God (ſays the (ame 
29. Author elſewhere) ere without repentance. 
Nor do thoſe Crofles that ſeem due to his } 
Anger deſtroy the Immutability of his | 
Love, fince even that Anger is an Effect of 
it, proceeding from a Fatherly Impatience 
of {ſeeing a Spot unwip'd off in the Face he | 
loves too well to ſee a Blemiſh init 3 and 
from his Deſire to ſee his Child an Obje& 
fit fora larger Meaſure ofhis Kindnefle : As 
when we beat the Duſt out of a Suit we 
fancy,we ſtrike not out of Anger,but onely 
to-remove that which doth Sully it , and 
hinder us to take that Delight inic, which | 
our fondnefſe would be pleaſed with a juſt 
Rev.3.1y Cauſe to find. As many as I love, I rebuke 
Pſal. 119 47d chaſten , (lays our Saviour. ) And, I 
95, know, O Lord, (lays the Plalmiſt )* that thy 
. : Judgments 


dements are right, and that thow infaith= 
| fulneſs haſt afflified. me. The Furnace of 
; Aﬀiction being meant but to refine us from 
our Earthly droflinefle , and Soften us for 
' the Impreſſion of God's own Stamp and 
Image. The great and mercitul Archite& 
' of his Church, ( whom not onely the Phi. 
loſophers have Rty!'d, but the Scripture it 
ſelf calls 7ex5ir»;, an Artiſt or Artificer) em» yg, .. 1G 
ploys not on us the Hammer and the Chiz» 
zel,with an intent toWound or Mangle us, 
but only to Square and Faſhion our hard 
and ſtubborn Heares into ſuch /iving Stones, 1 Per.2.5 | 
as may both Grace and Strengthen his hea- 
 venly Structure, Nor 1s God onely thus 
' Conſtant to his Love, but to his Lovelj- 
nefſe. Our Female Beauties are uſually as 
fickle in their Faces as4hygir Minds , and 
more certainly in the'former ; becauſe, 
though Caſualities ſhould ſpare them, Age 
brings in a Neceſlity of a Change, nay,a De- 
cayz leaving our Doters upon Red and 
Whiee inceſſantly perplex'd, by the incer- 
tainty both of the Continuance of their 
MiſtreG's Kindnefſe , and of the Laſting of 
her Beauty, (both which are neceſſary to 
the Amorift's Joys and Quiet) for, ſome- 
times, when the Miſtreſi's humour dothnot 
change ſo Much, as to prove guilty of the 
fault of Inconſtancy, her Face alters enough 
to make her Lovers wiſh Inconſtancy no 
Fault ; 


Ser pb; ck Love. 
Fault z or,that ſhe had committed it, that 
ber Ficklenefſe might afford them the ex- 
cuſe of Imitation or Revenge. But, in De» 
votion , we are equally ſecure from both 
theſe Dangers, Since God doth not defilt 
from bleiling us with His Love, nor ceales 
ever from deferving the Heighth of Ours, 
Nor is he onely conſtant in making us the 


Objeas of his Love , bur allo in — 
and enclining us to make him the Obje 
of our ſtrongeſt AﬀeQions ; {o that he not 
onely perſiſts in continuing to us both the 
Offer and the Value of his Love,but perſe- 
veres to give us a receptive Difpotition to 
Welcome it to us,and reflett ic up to him. 
The want of ſuch a Diſpolition loſt Adam 
Paradiſe , and the Fall'n Angels Heaven 3 
there being to the Object that mult ſecure 
our Love fuch a Nature requiſite in refe- 
rence to our AﬀeCtions,as Philoſophers are 
pleaP'd to aſcribe tothe world's Centre in 
relation to Heavy Bodies, which, they teach 
ns, that Magnetick Point has the double 
Faculty, not onely to Draw thither, but to 
Keep there. For ſo Un-roward and Crofle- 
grain'dare We,in point of our own Good, 
and fo unfit to Procure , andready to De- 
ſert, our own Felicity, that neither its Ex- 
cellency is a firfficiene Motive to carry our 
addreſſes to it, nor its Poſſeſfiona compe- 
tent Tye to intercept in us all _ of 
e- 


| 


| 
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Revolts and Divorces : But we muſt be 
uſed. as peeviſh Children are,who, (on the 
ane fide ) when their Months are out of 
taſte,and chey refuſe to take what is necef- 
aary-tor them,muſt have it not only Offer'd 
them, but Forc'd upon them, and be (as 
jt were ) Made to receive it; and who 
(on the other (ide) muſt be reftrain'd from 
Gadding, when the Beauty of the Manſions 
they live in cannot invite their Stay ; but 
they would gladly leave the proudeft Pa- 
laces ArchiteQure can boaſt, to run into 
the Street, and Dabble in che Kennel. All 
theſe three Properties of Divine Conſtan- 
cy are not ill Shadow'd in the operations 
of the Load-fione, ( a Mineral, in which I 
have made too many Experiments, not to 
be by you allow'd to make ſome Compart- 
ſons to it. ) For, firſt, it never forlakes 1ts 
Inclinations for the Steel : next,bring vni= 
ted to it,it, retains (o conſtantly its Attra- 
QiveQualities, that it gives not the Needle 
any Motive of deſerting it ; and thirdly, it 
doth never rightly touck the amorous 
Steel, without leaving an Impreſſion, whach 
ever aſter diſpoſes it to a Converſion to 
that Magnetick Poſture, which beſt fies. ic 
$0. receive freſh: Influences. To. which, let- 
me add this other Reſemblance,, beewixc 
God's work on Us,and the Load ſtone's on 
the Iron , that the Kind Stone attrafts 2 

| Needle 


Needleto it, not to Advantage it ſelf by 
-#hac-[Inion , buc to Impart irs Virtue to 
what it draws. Belides, Ablence and Ri- 
vals , thoſe trequenr Ruiners of other Lo- 
Vers happinelſs,can threatennothing of For- 
midable to Yours. For, Abtence (which 
ſo divorces us from that which animates us, 
that Lovers do not (ſo improperly ſtyle it 
Death, if Death be but the Separation of 
Soul and Body ) by God's Ubiquity weare 
ſecured from; He is ever preſent With Us, 
or rather In Us. You that long lince fo high- 
ly valu'd the Opportunities of Converhing 
with your Miſtrefſe for ſome few Moments, 
ſhall here find your Privileges improv'd to 
2 Permiſſion,nay,an Invitation,of entertain- 
ing the Obje& of your Love at all times. 
No hour renders your viſits Unſeaſonable, 
nor no length Tedious : He 1s rather wel- 
comeſt to God that comes to him Oftneſt, 
ſtays with him Longeſt. What favours 
"were vouchſaf'd to that antient'Prophetels, 
| (who was likewiſe one of the firſt Evange- 
= lifts) who for many years departed not from 
27 Rec. the Temple , but ſerved God with Faſtings 
* and Prayers Night and Day, the beginning 
| of St. Luke's Goſpel may inform you. The 
. - gp midnight Hymns of Pay! and Silas did not” 
2%Xc- onely not” Diſturb or Offend him they 
praif'd, but procur'd the viſit of an Angel 
to bring them miraculous and unexpefted 

Liberty, 


| 


ate 


{ fuch Support and Joys,as hinder us to feel 
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Liberty, «$2 proof of the Acceptableneſſe 
of their feemingly unſeaſonable Devotions. 
When Enoch bad walked with God as many geq, , | 
years as'the year has days, God was fo far 22,23, 
from being Importun'd or Tir'd by that 24- 
laſting Afſiduity , that vouchſafing him an 
unexampled Exemption from Death, he 
was plead by a newand a nearer Cut to 
Heaven,to admit him toa yet Cloſer,more 
Immediate, and more Lndiſtrafted Com- 
munion with himſelf. And when Moſes had Exod.z4 
ſpent no leſs than forty days and forty nights 30. 
in Converſing (C it | may uſe fo Familiar a 
tearm) with God in the Mount,he broughe 
down thence , inſtead of a Penance for his 
Importunicy, fo ſignal and radiant a Tefti- 
mony of God's peculiar Favour , that his 
dazled Country-men were as much Dif- 
abled,as Invited. to gaze on an Obje&ofſo 
muchWonder. And then, How proud do we 
ſee many Lovers of their Sufferings, when 
ſhe but Knows of them for whom they are 
endured ? But in Seraphick Love, there is 
not the leaſt good Wiſh, or privateſt Suffe- 
ring, nay, not a whilpering Sigh, or cloſer 
Thought, that filently Groans or Aſpires 1n 
theamorous Soul, bur he bothſees andhears, 
that Puts his Servants tears in his Bottle, pq,1.$6.8 
| Sweetning and Recompencing the greateſt 
Misfortunes that his Love-occafions, with 


them, 
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them, Bmake them deſerveacontraryadi 


Kech amorous Soul may .fay to od. : th . 


David, Thou knoweſt my downe-ſitting, 


up-rifinggthou underftandeſft my thonght s ofur* 
off,tboucompalſeſ my pathgand my lying downy | 


and art acquainted with all my wayes. And 
Chriſt alſo himſelf has fo attentive an Eye 
upon the amorous Soul, that he is held 
forth in the Apocalypſe, as telling the Ru- 


| Rev.2-8, ler of the Church of Smyrna, I know thy 


works,and tribulation, and poverty; And (aye 
ing to the Angel of the Church of Pergds 


; ver.12,13 ww, 7 know thy works, and where thou dwel- 


deft, even where Satan's ſedt is, and thou 
boldeſt faſt my name, and haſt not denied my 


faith,even in thoſe days wherein Antipa wa 


my faithfull Martyr,who was ſlain among you, 
where Satan dwelleth. So that no endearing 
Circumſtance of ourLove (capes unobſerv'd 
by bim, who has Done and Suffer'd {o much 
to engage us toit., God remembers not 
our Endeavours to ſerve Him,the lefſe, for 
Our having forgotten them. When ſow we 
thee any way diftreſſed, and relieved thee ? 
will be the Queſtion of thoſe to whom Hea- 
Ven it (elf will be at the laſt Day awarded, 
as having Miniſtred co their Redeemer. 
Thoſe, that in Degenerate times, ſuch as 
ours, Lindamor,did,like Lot inSodomgmourn 
for Their Sins,. that mourned not for ther 
Quan, and con 


y oatt. 
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doj'd among themſelves che 
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fle of the times they * 
pagpably the | Dangers. 4 
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mect luch Privacies 
eed them from the 


ſerveth bim not. IT know, ſays Chriſt, (not Rev.z. g, 
onely to the Angel of Smyrna, but to each 10. 

s |, true Sufferer for Him) thy works,anid tribu= 

g | Uation,and poverty: Fear none of theſe things 

d | that thou ſhalt ſuffer. Be thou faithful unto 
N 


Death, and I will give thee a Crown of Life. 
God is often pleai'd to accept thole good 
r | Thoughts and Intentions of his Servants, 
e | which never arrive at a&tual Performances. 
Though David built not the Temple he de- 
- | fign'd, yet his Son, that did it, informs us, 
» | that God ſaid unto him, Foraſmuch a it wes 2 Chram, 
» {| in thine beart to build an Houſe for my$-*. 

8 | Name, Thou didfi well in that it was in thine 

n | beart, &c. And *cis the Epithet our Sayj- 

r | our gives God, Tour Fatber which ſeeth in Nats. 6, 
| ſency, &c. Nor need we fear our Rargle 
ok; v, O 


Sees, - i apts cs 44 F PE""OY 
ſhouſd Supplanc us, fined have nog 
m/Devortion, whole þ endeavourit 


is n5c,that God y ts more. 
hisLoveco Yout 

rit ) the ſtrongeſt MOR d Title unto 

;, theirs,they cannot but im well whom 
x God doth love ſo ; and cannot Wiſh him 
z -better,than by imploring for bim treſh Ad-' 
+ ditions, both of thatLove ofGod;and grate- 

_ ful Diſpoſttions to return it. Qur Saviour 
Lok. 15, afſures us, that there is Foy in the preſence 

; 97,10, of the Angels of God over one Sinner that re- 
—_—_ penteth. And the ſole Hymn (except a Vi- 
13,14, Hionary one) 1 findrecorded of the Celeſtial 
OY Quiae, was ſung for a Bleſſing to Mankind, 
wherein (for ought 1 know ) theirLove and 
c Sympathy alone concern'd them : For unto 
_— «(Men )the Child is born,and unto w theSqn 
Heb, 2.16 79 £79e-Who took not upon him the nature of 
'**  Angels,but the ſeed of Abraham. So Noble 
and fo Difintereſſ'd doth Divine Love make 
Ours,that there is nothing,beſides the Ob- 
jJe& of that Love, that we love more than 
our Concurrents in it, perchance out of a 
Gratitude to their aſſifting us,to pay aDebt 
( of Love and Praiſe) for which (alas!) we 
find our fingle ſelves but too Inſolvent. 
Sea. 17- Perhaps I need not mind yon, Lindamor, 
that divers Pafſages of the fore-going Dif- 


who aſcribe'to God, in relation to every 
Man, 


chiefeſt Me. 


courſe, ſimppbſe the Truth of theirDodrine, 
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Thoſe that are truly ous of her Party, 
are perhaps otherwiſe TooK'Fon by God 
than by one another, as Contending, which 
ofGods Artributes ſhould be moſt Reſpe&- 


| ed; the one ſeeming to Afftirm irreſpe&ive 


Decrees, to magnifie his Goodnefle; and the 
other to Deny them but to Secure the cre- 
dit of his Juſtice. And even in Honouring 
the ame Atcribute,his Goodneſfſe,theſeAd- 
verſaries ſeem Rivals, the one party ſuppo- 
ſing it beſt Celebrated by believing it (6 
Irreſiſtable, that to whom ſoever *tis inten- 
ded,he Cannot but be happy; and th' other 
thinking it moſt Extolld by being believ'd 
ſo Univerſal, that it will make Every man 
happy,if he pleaſes : The one Party eleCting 
to Honour Free-grace,by aſligning it (as to 


Men ) an unlimitedly-vaſt Extent; as the 0- 


ther does,by aſcribing it an infallibly-vi&o= 
rious Degree. But though my haſte,and the 
nature of my Theme make me decline the 
Controverfies about Praxdeſtination ; yet 
fince the Do&rine that maintains it, is not 
only by almoſt all the reft of Mankind, but 
the reſt ofthe ProteſtantChurches thein- 

—_—— ſelves, 


1.4 


eſſe than 
J ou they that judge it 
an Error, canno pred to think it 
a Dangerous one, and of very pernicious 
Conſequenceslo far forth as its Sequels are 
permitted to have Influence on Men's Pra- 
Rice) I thinkit not amitls to Advertiſe you, 
that che Do&rine of Prezdeſtination is not 
neceſſary to Juſtifie the Freeneſle and the 
Greatneſſe of God's Love. For fo conlpicu- 
ous and Refulgent aTruth is that of God's 
being the Author of Man's Felicity, that 
the Diſpute betwixt the Calviniſts and Ar- 
minians is not fo much concerning the 
Thing,as concerning the Manner of its be- 
ing Proffer*d ; the former affirming Grace 
to be lrreſiſtably preſented; the later,thogh 
they deny it to be Irreje&able, yet grant- 
ing,not only that it 1s altogether Free and 
Undeſerv'd, but alſo, that the Proffer is 
made both with a Power enabling thoſe to 
whom *cis render'd, to Accept it, and with 
ſuch engaging Invitations, that Man at his 
firſt Converſion need contribute nothing to 
his Felicity,but the not-wilfullyRefufang it, 
and may more properly be ſaid to. owe it 
unto God,than the Beggar to owe his Alms 
| to his Reliever,though - ope his hand to 


he Churc Eaglond) 
; as little | 


do 


learwd. 
not ogly 


receive jt,which he might have declin'd 89 ' 


| oY if lie would have 
' own Prejudice.Chrift paid 4 Ranſome to Re- 
"rem ws, "tis true,and he is therefore call'd, ,pe,.2 5," 


| 
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3 , wm a” 7 
wilfully courted his 


The Lord that bouvht ws : But it was God's 
free Goodneſle, both to provide us That 
Chrift,and to accept of That Ranſvme,nei- 
ther of which he was Oblig'd to do; and 
therefore, the Scripture aſcribes it not to 
the Juſtice, but to the Love of God to the 


world, that He ſent his only begotten Son to Joh-316. 


Redeem it: And Str. Paul 1n the fame Text 


tells us both, that We are Fuſtiff'd, legr1e) Rom. 3; 
1h avr® x pr freely by his Grace,and yet that 24- 


it is, 4:4 745 <01.v)go 052c:through the Redemp- 
tron, (purchal'd for a Ranſome; the Origi- 
nal word Engliſh'd Redemption, relating 


to the Price paid for the Redeeming of 


Captives) that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 'Tis con- 
feſt on all hands, thac Merit muſt be difſ- 


| claim'd, and thoſe that ſeem to expect 


fornething from God as a Due,acknowledge, 
thac if his Promiſe did not, their Aftions 
could nor, make it (o ; and that 'tis to his 
Mercy they owe the Right they have to 
confide in his Juſtice. St. Paul, whoghaving 


fought the good Fight, finiſh'd bis Courſe, and , Tim. 
\p. the Faith , expetted a Crown of Righ- nay 


teouſneſs from the Lord, under the Notion 
of theRighteous 7uge; yet tells us,that by 


Grace we are ſaved,throgh faith,and that not xpy,. 8, 
| of our ſelves, it is the gift of God. Whoſe 
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Promiſes now they Are made us, allow us 
indeed to expe Heaven from his Juſtice; 
but the making us thoſe great and preciou 
promiſes, ( as St. Peter juſtly ſtyles chem ) 
muſt be acknowledg'd the pure Effet of bis 
free and undeſerved Goodneſs ; which to be- 
lieve Infinite, we need but conſider the Diſ- 
proportion betwixt ſuch a Recompence 
as Eternal Glory, and the leaſt Imperfe& 
Performances of ours : Which, though they 
Needed not Pardon, could not at leaſt Chal- 
lenge any Reward from Him, who, as our 
Creator, has ſuch a Right to exaft of us 
what ſervices he Pleaſes, without propoſing 
us any Recompence, that our exaCteſt obe- 
dience to all his Commands , would yet 
leave us to confeſſe our ſelves #nprofitable 
Serpants, who: have done but what was our 
Duty to do; and what if we had not done, 
we had given God , who had the Power, 
the Right and Provocation to puniſh us. 
And indeed, fo conſcious are men Gene- 
rally (if not Naturally) to their being be- 
holding to God for: their Felicity , that 
even thoſe that miſtake or oppoſe his Way 
of doing them good , will yet be ſure to 
find out ſome Notion or other,under which 
they may conceive themſelves God's Debt- 
ors for his Bleſſings. That the more ſober 
ſore of Romiſh Catholicks themſelves, a- 
ſcribe not ſomuch to Merite, ( properly 


 ; 
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Seraphick Love. 
|focall'd ) nor fo little co God's Grace, as 
the more Quarrelſome Writers of their 
party have given the more Eager Diſpu- 
rants of ours occaſion to reproach them 3 
were perhaps no difficult task to manifeſt , 
if my haſte would give me leave. That the 
Arminians own the Freenefſe and LUnme- 
ritedneſſe of God's grace, the Remon- 
frants * Confeſſion and Apology are very 


Sxcinians, ( how profſperouſly I determine 
not ) are not a little,or un-induſtriouſly ſol- 


Juſtification from the objeRed guilt of its 
tendency to draw the Imbracers of jt to 


ſelves for their Felicity. Which brings in- 
tomy mind a paſſage that I lately read in 
one of the chief modern LUpholders of that 
Set, Schlichtingius ; who is wont in my O- 
pinion , where his Subject will bear it, to 
diſcourſe as Fairly and as Rationally as al- 
moſt any Writer that I have met with of his 
Perſuaſion 3 and who labours to reconcile 


God's Grace, by Conhderations, which, 
not to Injure him, I ſhall preſent you with 
in his own words. ——— Ad retundendam 
T (lays he, diſputing againſt the Learned 
| Meiſnerw) arrogantiam juſtificatorium, & 


ut dicant ſe Wert Ratios non eft neceſſe, 


. Ls 1 


- 


licicous to free their Erroneous DofArine of 


Socinus his DoArine with the Freeneſlſe of 


careful co fatisfie theWorld. And even the * Wo 
Chap.17. 


Numb. 5s: . 
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Sacrifice to their own Nets,and thank them pb: x. 
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Seraphick Love. 
ſervum in homine arbitrium inducere 3 non 
debet virtws tolli ut tollatur arrogantia. Suf- 
ficit, 1. Quod nec velle nec perficere poſſint, 
nifi Dew & voluntatem excitet & vires au- 


geat. _—- ea, que divinis adjuti viribu 
modo dignitate O& pretio divi- 


fucmnt, nu 
ne gratie reſpandeat , ſed infinito intervallo 
ab ea dbfint., Nay, though the Modern and 
Degenerate Jews be, upon the Score of be- 
Ing the great Patrons of Man's Free-will, 
not cauſleſly eſteem'd the great Oppugners 
of God's Free grace; yer both from cheit 
Famous Rabbi, and my Learned Acquain- 
tance, Menaſſeh Ben Iſrael, and from divers 
others of their moſt eminent Writers, has 
the truth ſometimes excorted Confeſſions, 
which , though made upon Erroneous 
orounds, Were not very far ſhort of Ortho- 
dox. To which purpoſe 1 remember, that 


a Jewiſh Profeſſor of Hebrew, (who alliſted * 
me in my ſtudies of that myſterious Tongue) 


being, as the reſt of his Nation, an eager 
and peremptory Champion of Free-will, 
conceiv'd, that even that Liberty , which 
tous ſeems leaſt to Indebt men to their 
Creator , did cranſcendently Oblige him 
unto God. For, one Day that we were pri- 
vatly and freely diſcourfing together of 
matters of Religion, he cold meghe ge 
Men ow'd more to God's Goodnefle, that 
the yery Angels do. For, faid he, where 

; a 


| 
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| God, without any good Work of theirs, 


but purely out of his Goodnefle, conferr*d 


0a them chat bleſt Condition they enjoy 3 


by giving Man a Free-will , by the good 
Uſe of which he may Glorihe his Maker 
when, by Abuſing it , *tis in his power to 
Diſhonour him, he allows Man that higheſt 
Gatisfaftion and Priviledge, of Co-operat- 
ing to his own Felicity. 


' And now, Lindamor, we are arrived at See7. 18, 
| the laſt Property, which qualifies God, the 


fitteſt ObjeC& for our Love , which is, the 
Advantagionſneſs of His to us bothin the 
Preſent and the Future Life. And firſt, even 
inthis World we owe God no leffe than All 
the Goods we poſſefſe. We owe him both 
What we have, and That weare: For we 


may truly ſay of God with the Plalmiſt, It p11; 
# be that hath made w, and not we our ſelves. vel. 3. 
| And we were not only in his hands, ſo like 
| Clay in the Potter's , that he might have I(a.64 8. 


made us Any thing 3 but we were ſopnrely 
that Negative, from whence we were ex- 
trated, that He (if he had pleaſed) for e- 
ver might have left us to our firſt Nothing. 
His Love is the Original and Fountain- 
blefling; all the reſt are but as Pipes ( and 
Iaſtruments ) co Convey it, and ſerve but 
to hand it to us. Your Wit wins you Ap- 


3 be it granted. But who gave you 


att pauſe, Your Induſtry heaps you up Trea- 
& | lures; 
| H 4 that 


| Serapbick Love. 

that Wit ? and did both Give and Profper., 
that boaſted Induſtry ? Certainly , God as. 
much Gives us all the Goods we Poſleſſe, 
as he that gives aBeggar a thouſand Pounds, 
gives him the Cloaths, and Meat, and all 
the Bravery it helps him co. But beſides 
theſe more obviousPreſents of God's Boun- 
ty, we enjoy other Effe&s of his Goodneſs, 
which , though by the Cuſtomarinefſe of 
their being poſſeſſed, they prove lefſe Con- 
ſpicuous than the other, yet grow no leſle 
Priz'd, when the Want or Lofle of them 
makes us ſenſible of the true Value of them, 
Had I the leiſure, Lindamor,: to lead your 
Thoughts with me to the Galleys, and 
ſhew you there thoſe wretched Captives, 
that are Chain'd to the Oars they tugg at, | 
and though expos'd to all the Miſeries and 
Hardſhips of a tempeſtuous Sea , have of- 
tentimes cauſe given them, by their Barba- 
rous Wage aſhore, to fear the Ocean lefle 
than any Port ſave Death. Could 1 draw for 
you the Curtains of Sick and Dying-men, 
and open to you that ſad Scene, where ſome 
pine and languiſh away by Diſtempers, 
that deprive them of all the Joys, Advan- 
tages, and ( what is more conliderable ) 
Ules of Life, before they eaſe them of Life, 
it ſelf; others breath rather than Live, 
perpetually Tormented either with their 
Diſeaſes or Phyfick to protratt a wretched 
Life , upon tearms that turn it into a 


Trouble ; 


Serdpbick' Love. 

Trouble : And Others ſtruggling with the 
rude Pangs of Death, are yet perchance 
lefle cormented by Them, than by the ſad 
Proſpe& of cheir Former Life, and the Re- 
membrance of thoſe Criminal pleaſures, 
which yet it perbaps leſſe troubles them that 
they muſt now forgo, than that they once en-= 
joy'd them. Should I, Lindamor, bring you 
into 'Hoſpitals, and ſhew you there the va=- 
rious ſhapes of Human Miſery, and how ma- 
ny-Souls,narrowly lodg'd (if I may (ofpeak) 
in Synecdochical bodies, ſee their earthen 
Cottages moulder away to Duſt; thoſe mi- 
ſerable Perſons by the lofle of one Limb af- 
ter another , ſurviving but Part of Them- 
ſelves, and living to lee themſelves Dead 


4 and Buried by piece-meal. Should 1, to 


diſpatch, Lindamor, ſhew you all the ſeveral 
Compamies of Mourners, that almoſt make 
up Mankind, and dilcloſe to you how copi- 
ous ſhowrs of Tears do almoſt every where 
Water (not to ſay Over-flow ) this Vale of 
Miſeries : You would perchance ſee cauſe to 
think, that God's Privative ( if I may fo 
ſpeak) may contend with his Poſitive Fa- 
Yours; and that you owe little leſs for 
what you are Not, than for what you Are, 
to that diſcriminating Mercy of his, to 
which alone you owe your Exemption from 


'miſeries, as great as the Bleſling it confers — 
on you : For, Who maketh thee to differ 2 2Cor.4.7 


I Pet. 1. 
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182 Queſtion that may be as well ask'd in 
reference to our External , as to our Spi- 
ritual Condition. Which invites me to 
mind you, Lindamor,that youare yet more 
engag'd to Gods Love, for Prote&ing you 
from thoſe grofle Vices that Disfigure moſt 
Men's minds , than from thoſe lefſe Dan- 
gerous , though more Relented, Diſeaſes 
that Diſtemper their Bodies. 

For, Ambition, Luſt, Avarice, Revenge, 
and even that vain Converſation which 
young Gentlemen are generally pleas'd to 
think (o Innocent , are really more Formi- 
dable and pernicious Diſeaſes and Calami- 
ties , than thoſe that reduce Men to take 
Phyfick, or thruſt them into Hoſpitals. To 
evince the truth of which Paradox, I hope 
I ſhall not need to mind you of judging of 
theDangerouſnels of Diſeaſes by the Noble- 
neſſe of the part affefted, ſince I can tell 
you , that He that cannot err, ſeems daily 
to juſtifie our Aſertion, by infliting Sick- 
nefſe and the ſharpeſt outward Calamities 
on his own Deareſt Children, to preſerve 
them from the Contagion of Sin, or Cure 
them of the unfilial Habitudes of it. And 
therefore, fince, when we ſee a tender Mo- 
ther apply a painful Cauſtick to the neck 


of her Favorite Infant,threatned by the A- 


poplexie, we (cruple not to conclude, that 
ſhe thinks the trouble of an Iſſue an Evil 
inferior 


| 


wi 
Wine, in the Seaſon thereof, and will reco- 
ver my Wool and my Flax given to cover ber 
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inferior to Convulſion-fies : So when -we 
ſee, our HeavenlyFather fend Infirmities and 
Croſſes to reſcue thoſe he Loves front the 
Contagion or the Dominion of Sin; we 


| may ſafely conclude, he thinks AﬀiQtion a 


4 leſs Evil chen Guilt, fince he is too Wile 
and Indu)genc a Phyſician to Cure with a 
Remedy worſe than the Diſeaſe. In the $ 
of Deuteronomy, there is a Caution given 
the I/raelits, leſt Proſperity (which is wone 
to be a kind of Lethe, that makes men For- 
get all, but their Enjoyments ) ſhould make 


any of them fay in his heart, My power, and peu. 8. 
the might of my hand hath gotten me this 17,18. 


Wealth. But (laith the Text) they ſhall re- 


member the Lord their God: for it is be that 


piveth them power to get Wealth. It 1s not 
che revolting Iſraelites only, of whoſe Ig- 
norance of his Bounty God may complain, 
as he did by the Prophet,by whom he ſaid, 


Itaught Ephraim to go, taking them by their ye 11. 


arms, but they knew not that Thealel them : ;. 
And there are but too many, of whom he 


| might ſay, as hedid by the ſame Prophet ; 
For fhe did not know that 1 gave her Corn, ,. c 
and Wine, and Oyl, and multipl'd her Sif- g , 


ver » and ber Gold which they prepar*'d for 
Baal : Therefore will I return an rake a= 
my Corn in the time thereof, and my 


Nakednefſe. 
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Nakedneſſe. And this will make way for the 
I had co recommend the Advan- 
tagioufneſſe of God's Love,by ſaying, That 
as for Spiritual Goods, he gives us in this 
Life fo rich an Eargeſt of expetted Joys, 
that even the Earneſt is a Stock large. e- 
nough to ſubſiſt with Comfort on,and real- 
"ly out-valuesand tranſcends all thoſe Mo» 
mentany Pleaſures, it requires us to for- 
fake, tokeep upa Title to Eternal ones. 
Bur to particularize God's mercies to usin 
this very life, would certainly take up a 
Conſiderable part of it, And yet the Love, 
God bears us, Dies not with us, nor doth 
(as Mens AﬀeCtions) either endure a Fu- 
neral in our Tombs, or ſurvive only in an 
uſeleſs Grief, ( oran Eſteem as bootlefle. ) 
No, Gods love is fo far from reſembling the 
uſual ſore of Friends, who when they have 
aceompanied us ro the Grave, do There 
| leave us; that, like the Angels, that car- 
 Loke 26. 7ted Lazarus's Soul to Abraham's boſom, its 
22 Officicuſneſſe begins then moſt to Appear, 
when our dark Eyes are Cles'd, and is then 
'Trueft to the beloved Soul, when ſhe For- 
fakes the Body ; giving each bleſſed Saint 
cauſe to lay of God what Noami did of 
Boaz, that He hath not left off his kindneſſe 
to the Living, and tn the Dead. Now, indeed 
C lays our Saviour's Favorite ) are we the 
Sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what 
we 
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the narrow Limits, which my Defign hath 


1 form'd, or by way of Merit, in the proper 
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ut we know, when be ſhall «p- 
pear, we ſhall be like him. This bleft Ex- 
peQance muſt be now my Theme, - becauſe 


plac'd to this Diſcourſe, (of the Advanta- 
ges accruing from God's Love) will leave 
no more room untaken up by Heaven. 
But, Lindamor, before I proceed to ſet Se8. 19+ 

forth to you the Greatneſſe of the Felicity 
relerv*d for us in Heaven, it will, I fear, be 
requiſite to mind you of the Lawfulneſſe of 
having an Eye co it, For many not unde- 
ſervedly applauded Preachers, have of late 
been pleaſ'd to teach the People, that to 
Hope for Heaven is a Mercenary, Legal,and 
thereſore Unfilial Aﬀe&tion. Indeed, to 
Hope for Heaven as Wages for Work per- 


and ſtrit Acception of that tearm, were a 
Preſumption, to which, none of the Divines, 
we diſſent from, can be too much an Ene- 
my,nor perhaps more ſo,than I atn. But to 
take in God's Bleſſings among the Motives 
of Loving God, is,but todo as he did, who 
laid,T love the Lord,becauſe he hath beard my pf. 116. 
voice, and my ſupplications ; and to Look 1. 

upon the Joys' of Heaven, to Comfort and 
Suppore us in the Hardſhips and Lofles to 

be undergon in our Journey thitherward, 

is, to Imitate no worlea Man than Moſes, 

of whom it is ſaid, that he efteemed the re- Heb. 11. 
proach 36. 


proach of Chriſt greater riches than the Trea- 
fares in £1ypt ; for he had refpe8,or tuin'd 
his Eye, (4<i&o:_) unto the recompence of 
the reward. It is deed, Lindamoy, a happy 
Frame of mind , to be able to love God 
purely for Himlelf, without any Glance at 
our own Advantages, Bur though | dare 
not deny, that it is Poſſible to attain to lo 
High and difinterefſ'd a kind of Love, yet 1 
chink, chat that Excellency, ſuppol'd to be 
Vouchſat'd to ſome Men,is not by the Scri- 
pture Exafted as a Duty from -All men, 
Were all the recompence of Piety of a 
Worldly Nature, and to be Here receiv'd, 
the Ations invited to, by the Intuition of | 
it, might paſſe for Mercenary. But when 
Heaven is chiefly hoped for,as it will admir 
us unto the fruition of God himſelf in 
Chrift, and that che Other Joys expetted 
there are ſo far from being of a Senſual or 
Worldly natare, that they are known not 
to be attainable, till by Death, che Senſes 
and Bodies themſelves, and all the meerly 
Animal Faculties be aboliſh'd : for a Hea- 
ven ſo confiderd,l fay,to Forgo readily all 
the Pleaſures of the Senſes, and Ulndergo 
cheerfully all che Hardſhips and Dangers 
that are wont to attend a Holy Life , 15, 
Lindamor, fach a kind of Mercinarineffe, as 
none, but a Refigned, Noble, and Believi 
. Soul, is like!y co be guilty of If! = 
Ee LOR £: Ys | 
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"Gy, chat Fear it (elf, and even the Fear. of 
"Kell,may be one Juſtifiable Motive of Mens 
AQtions , though 1 ſhould propoſe, what 
thoſe I am reaſoning with would think a 
Paradox ; yet I (hould perhaps hold forth 
+ | therein no more than the Scripture does, 

+ | Let w therefore fear (lays the Writer to Heb. 4.1, 
- | the Hebrews ) /eſt a promiſe being left w of 
; | entring into bis Reſt, any of you ſhould ſeem 
+ | to come ſhort of it. And no lefle eminent 
a Herald of the Goſpel chan Sr. Paul, who 
| fo ſucceſsfully maintain'd the Evangelical 
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p againſt the Legal Spirit, thus profefſeth of 

| | himſelf, 1keep under my body, and bring it 1 Cor. 9- 
F | into ſubjeAion, leſt by any means, when Thave *7* 

n | preach'dto others, 1my ſelf ſhould be a caft- 

£ | away. And *ewas not to Slaves or Hirelings, 

1 | that ChriſtdireQs this Admonition, I ſay | 
4 | wnto you, my Friends, Be not afraid of them Luk..12, 
- | that kill the Body, andafter that have no * 

t | more that they can do : But I will forwarn 

s | youwhom you ſhall fear, Fear bim, which af- 

y | 4er he hath kill'd, hath power to caſt into 


Hell 3 Tea, I ſay unto you, ( a geminatios, 
which the preſent Contreverhie ſhews not 
to have been Cauſeleſs ) Fear bim. Whiere 
. the Paraphraſe given of God, is not barely 
Deſcriptive but Ratiocinative, (co borrow 
thole tearms of the Schools ) informing. us, - 
wot only Whom weſhould, and ſhould nor 
feer,but Why we ſhould fear the one and noc 
1 0C the 
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Fe .As when St.Pan{fays ThildWhitve | 
Wo | | - A 1s pits ; 

I trufted, he means what nizfer* 


| 1 Per. 4. Perſon, bow Faithful, (as St. Peier elf&Whire 
19 calls God ) and how Ommipotent: wheneginm= 


mediately headds, And I am perſuaded zh 


+ 2 T1m-1. be is able to keep that which I havecommitted 
' 2s unto him avain that day.More Texts of the 


ſame [mport might be added, if the Deſign 
of thoſe already alleg'd were other, than th 
Facilitate the Admiſſion of the more Plau- 
fible cruth we have been making out, and 
which tous ſeems very clearly held forth in. 
thole and the like Scriptures , which are 
therefore cited out of the-New Teſtament, 
that they might havetheVreater Authority 


- Phil. 3- with one ſort of our Antagoniſts. T preſſe tg- 


14. wardthe mark for the prize of the high callins 


| Rev. 22. of the God in Chriſt Feſus. Bleſied are they 


14 that do his Commandements, that they may 
have right to the Tree of Life, and may en- 
1 Tim.s, ter in through the Gates into the City. Lay- 
I9. ing up in ſtore for themſelves a good founda- 
tion avainſt the time to come, that they may 
Rom, 2. lay bolikpf eternal Life. To them, who by pa- 
17.” tientcontinuing in wel-doing,fſeek for(tmin ) 
Glory,anl Honour,and Immortality, Eternal 
life. And of Chriſt himſelf, whole Love to 
God is queſtionleſs Filial 8 Unequalable , 
Heb. 12, *tis ſaid;Looking unto Feſus the Author & Fi- 
2, niſher of our Faith, who for the Foy that ws 
ſet before him, endured the Crofle, defied 
7. f 


AM things; now they do it to obtain a corrup- 


| by repreſenting our Saviour himſelf, as 


| 4rd I will give thee a Crown of Life. And in 


oh h o % © V3 4 'F.; ; | 
ble; nid is ſet down at the ripht band 
"Throne of God. Nor ſee T why ic 
Wodja 'be Uhifilial for a Child of God co 
Arther the raifing of choſe Paſſions, which 
Y 4 T : 3 . o 
ks heavenly Father intends no have rais'd 
in 


#,' upon the ſime Grounds' and Mo- 

tives that God' is plealed to imploy to 
Dxcite- chem, And fince the Scripture 

feins plainly to'invite our Hopes, by: re- 

cording St. Pan's having ſaid, Every man i Cor.g? 
that ftriveth for the maſtery is temperate in 25. 


tible'Crown, but we an incorruptible: Atid 


laying in one place, Rejoice, and be exceed- ci 
ing 214d, for great is your reward in Heaven: © 
In-another, Be thou faithful nnto Dedth, Rev.2.1a : 


divers others ſpeaking to the like purpoſe; 
Since, I fay, the Stripture ſeems thus to 
alufe our Hopes, would it not be a kind 
of accufing it of an Aptneſſe co delude and 
enſnire us, To teach, that ic propoſeth to 
us the powerfulleft Obje&s to Incite our 
Paffions, if it be finful to cheriſh and har- 
bour the Paſſions naturally belonging to 
thoſe. Obje&s? And certainly, Lindamor, 
lince God, who, as our Creator, knows the 
Frame and Conftitution of Man's Soal, ig- 


rably better than hehimſelf,is pleab'd 
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| with our Hopes and our Feats, to 
| I engage 


| Sed. 20, 


ns ta |kis Service: le ney; wi 
ba to quarrel with his Me- 
rking 0 our Spirits, or to re» 

= 66: tip wit whach he has pleas'd to 

_ a Piety, which for ought ever 1 could 
obſerve, does even in the beſt Men find re- 
ou ca keep any Help that can | 

ed to promote it from being Su- 
2x4 And truly, the Animating or 
_ Influence, that Hope, or the 

Wane of it, % wont to have upon our En- 
deavaurs, makes mevery.apprehenſive,that 
fiace the Enlivening hopes of Heaven. 'are | 
not able. to make moſt Men's Endeavours 
other chan very Languid , the forbidding 
thoſe f ting Hopes would ſoon Wea- 
ken and, Decreaſe our Endeavours into 
none ar all. 

But, Lindamor, though I may perkaps 
have taken ſome Pains in ftudying Contro- 
verlal Divinity, yet I take fo lictle plea- 
fureina Writing of it, that though nat on- 
ly. a Sealonable Duty to. truth, but a Ne- 
cellary as to the enſuing pact ofthis Dif 
courſe » have preſied meg co ſerve in this 
cauſe ; yet I ſhall perhaps obtain Your par- 
dow foongr than, my Quan, for having-thus 

ong ſuſpended the Diſeourling t9 you of 
ey Advantagiouſneſs of God's hove-to us 
25 It gives. us, Hereq Right, and will Here» 
oy give us Fs to. Heaven, Heg- | 
ven, 


4 


wana an TS: ROT 


© n 


T «an 


__- 
, 


»% 23 7w mag r= 7 3 


- . » 
-f = 
- " 
: : 

-- © / 6 

[ _ 

F / Y - 

T7. ee 
4 


| other fruicions the Emptineſſe is wont to I 
{ do. The Apoſtle tells us, that Eye hath not *COf- 4s 


. | ccranſcend Imagination. When Fancy hath 


6 'Þ Ft Love. | 
Seat of fo much Happineſſe, 
thae ve ſhall fearcely coune amongſt our 
Joys,thitHeaven'is the Seat of them, There 

llency of the poſſeſſed Goods ſhall 
# tuck difappoiat our ExpeRations, as in 


ſetn,* nor Ear beard, neither bave entered ** 
ito the heart of Man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that Iove Him. Such 
pure refin'd Delighes not onely ſtoop not 
fnto Senſe, but are ſublime enough even 


'brm'd and ſhap'd the PerfeReſt Idzas;that 
its Abftra&ions cati make, of Blefſednefſe; 
var otra more happy Experiences of great- 
er, muſt diſabuſe ts, when we cotnie to Heas 
yety, which is a Soy], whoſe fruicfulneſſe is 
ſ confin'd to Joy ,. that even our Diſap= 
pointments and Miſtakes ſhall chere con- 


ttibute to onr Happinefſe 5 which will ſo 
thich partake of his oy, whoſe Gift 
it is, chat you ſee the Apoſile gives it a 
Negative Deſcription ; And to create in us 
A tis underogatory from what we 
Poſſeſs, not onely removes our thoghts 
From all we Do Enjoy , but Exalts them 
fibove all that we Gan Fancy. At which 
y of proceeding, that you may the lefſe 


LL 


hor: Linder, be pleas'd to confider, 


exyen our Faculties ſhall not only 
I 2 be 
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be Gratih'd with ſuitable and acceptable | 
| Obje&s, but ſhall be Heightened and En- 
larg'd, and conſequent]y-our Capacities of 
Happineſſe, as well Encreas'd as Fill'd, A 
Child not yet releas'd out of the homely 
Priſon of the Womb,cannot there poſſibly 
frame Ideas of thoſe delights, which will be 
afforded him by the pleaſing Noiſes, and 
the glittering ObjeQs , that will preſent 
themſelves to him after his birth. the 
ſame Child, whilſt he continues in his No- 
nage , though he may with Delights look 
upon Emblems finely Drawn and Painted, 
and may take ſome pleaſure in beholding 
the neat and (urprizing Chara&ers & Flou- 
Triſhes of a Greek and Hebrew Bible curi- 
ouſly Printed; yet he cannot then Imagine | 
the Pleaſure the Game Objeds will afford 
him, when Age and Study ſhall have ripen'd 
and inſtruQed his Intelle&uals, and made 
him capable both of Underſtanding , and 
Relliſbing the excellentMoralities, couch'd 
in thoſe ingenious Emblems, and the pro- 
found and ſaving Myſteries, wherewith that 
Divine Book, the Scripture, (eſpecially in 
its Original Tongues ) does to an Intelli- 
gent and Religious Peruſer, appear Reple- 
niſh'd, Such'a double advantage, Lindamor, 
atuong.others, the Admiſſion into Heaven 
brings thoſe,to whom thatB] eflagin roun. 
faf'd : For, hefides that Set of Jef (4 


; T: . Ser Love. 
fitiay ſo ſpeak )ſo New, and fo Peculiar to 
{ſſeaven, that cheir Ideas could never enter 
to Mens thoughts before their Admiſſion 
there; befides this, 1 ay, our then enlarg'd 
Capacities will enable us, even in Obje&s 
much were not altogether Unknown to us 
before; to perceive things formerly Undiſ- 
cern'd , and derive thence both New and 
Greater Satisfaftions and Delights, Won- 
not, Lindamor, that in mentioning the Joys 
of Heaven, I uſe Expreſſions I find leaſt De- 
taftury from a Theme, as mich above our 
Praiſes, as the Heaven they are enjoy'd in 
s above our Heads. For, though ſuch Ex- 
preſſions may ſeem ſomewhat Tumid and 
nd Aſpiring, and fitter. much for one that 


| Celebrates, than for one that bue Aﬀerts : 


Yet cannot I ſcruple to uſe Seeming Hy- 
| perboles in the mention of Felicities, which 

make the higheſt Hyperboles but Seeming 
ones. For theſe Joys, Lindamor, of Heaven, 
ze like its Stars , which by reaſon of our 
Remotenefſe from cthem,appear extremely 
little , chough really in themſelves they 
are ſo Vaſt, that a lefſe than the largeſt is 
by Odds Greater than the biggeſt Obje& 


| on Earth, nay, then the whole Earth it 
» And therefore, as if I were to take 
Jon with me to contemplate the Planets, 


I would ſhew you them through ſuch a 
> Teleſcope, as by greatnitig thoſe bright 
” SS I3 


Objeas 


os ay 


$eF. 21. 


"apt 
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appear , kh ooewbar 
lefſen the Diedrancege of Remgoten 
and ſhews them with lefle Detraftionfrom 
their erue Magnitude; ſo mentioning to 

ou the Felicities of Heaven, I think it 
not or Uplanful or Improper to endeavour by 
Repreſentations, tranſcending what they 
Appear, to give you Notions lefſe inferi- 
our to what they Are. 

In Heaven,then, we ſhall taſte Happinefſe 
enough, to enable us co reftifie the Defini- 
tion of it. We may there be inſtru&ed how 
to Name and Rateal] Goods by thoſe that 
will Concentre into the Felicity we ſhall | 
pofſeſſe, which ſhall be there made up of | 
the Confluence, Perfe&ion, and Perpetuity | 
of allerue Joys. For, Heaven will make us | 
VapP7s we C as Philoſophy pretends to | 
do) by the Confinement, but by the Frui- 
tion of our Deſires ; which ſhall _ 
Fail in the Choice of their Obje&s , | 
Miſle of the Enjoyment of them ; but « 
both unerringly  Juſ,and infallibly Accom- 
pliſh'd: In the former ofwhich properties, 
G coke ou Ne ReQifi'd Reaſon will conſider 

we (hall think our ſelves happier 

T3 ry than in the later. We ſhall pn 
elemble the Saints we here Admire, and 
(hall not only See, bac be Like thaſe 

Worthies , whole virtues Eclipſe fo 


a | {ith among the Flathien Deit'd lellede- 
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Witig. Heroes ; thole excellent Perſons 
at did as well Ennoble as Inftrutt Man- 
ind,giving us cauſe to Glory, and to Bluſh 
that we are Men, and whoſe Stories have 
the unparalle'd Honour of being recorded 
by lalpired Pens; Thoſe Spirits, 1 lay, of, _. 
juft Men made perfedt , as the Scripture 17 *** 
tearms them, ſhall be our conſtant and fa- * 
miliaf Company,into whoſe bleſſed Society 
we ſhall not onely be Welcome , but En- 
creaſe it. In Heaven,we ſhall have a blefſ'd 
and familiar Converſation with thoſe ſame 
orious Spirits, whoſe Nature doth inveſt 
them with ſuch a Luſtre, that all the Dif- 
advantage of their Dilguiſes, when they Ap- 
pear to us , doth ſcarce ſuffice to confine 
our Raptures to Reſpeds below Idolatry, 
and darken them into Objetts for ourWon- 
der, not Adoration. There we ſhall ſee (a 
Sight worthy Dying for) that Bleſſed Sa- 
viour,of whom the Scripture does ſoMuch, 
and fo Excellently entertain us , and who 
having. Done and Suffer'd ſo much for us, 
does ſo highly deſerve of us, both upon the 
ſcore of his Infinite Perſe&tions , and upon 
the account of his Ineſtimable Benefits. 
Yes, there ſhall we ſee that Holy and Divine '£5:uv4; 
Perſon,who,when he vouchlafd (as his Fa © © - 
yourite-Diſciple ſpeaks ) to pitch bis Tent Joh, 140 
among wand dwell with Mea on Earth, — | 
I 4 e 4 


ET Tt: ou 

= &it the by his Merits and Example. to 
£ dwell wich im id Heaven,did fo ly 
mix an awfull Majeſty wich an',tylthble 
Meekneſſe, and che afſum'd Inficmities of 

 kis Human Nature, with the ſeaſonabh 
Cartifcaations of his Divine ; and expref'd 
in his whole Life, ſo Perie& and Exemplary 

a Virtue, and yet ſo much Sweetneffe and 
Gentlenefſe towards thoſe Afpirers to it, 
that were the moſt Shore of it; that the 
Jews chemſelves could ſay of him, Thar 
Mat.7-37 be had done all things well ; and his very Ene- 

| mies, that were employ'd to apprehend 
him as a Malefa&or,confefl'd even to thoſe 
| that ſent them to do ſo, That never Mar 
Joh. 7.46 Hake like bim. And his Apoſtles, who had 
z moſt Opportunity to Pry narrowly into 
his Aﬀions, and were of a Condition and 
Breeding very unlike to infuſe into them 
Heroick Reſolutions, did, in Spight of the, 
frequent Reproofs their failings extorted 
from him, and of the Hardſhips that atten- 
ded his Service, think even Death it ſelf in 
his Company, more Eligible, than Life led 
out of itz Let w alſo go that we may dye with 
bim,(fays even the diſtruſtful Thonas to his 
fellow-Diſciples. ) But, Lindamor, we ſhall 
i there (ee the Son of God,not in that Form 
+Phil2.7: of 2Servant,which he put on that he might 
B Suffer for us, and exerciſe his Prieftly and 
Prophetick Fun&ion here below Wort 
| "that 


oh. 11, 
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tete.and Condition, which be- 
co him, by Virtue of his Kingly Of- 
3 on whole ſcore he 'is ſtyled in the 
ripture,King of Kings,and Lord of Lords, Rey. 1g 
power orauthority being ( as himſelf 16. 
aks) given Him both in Heaven and in Mar. 28 
rth, And: how Nobly attended may we bo, 
ſuppoſe this Divine Monarch to be in his 
Exalted Condition in Heaven, when in his 
ſtate of Humiliation on Earth, whilſt he was 
inthe Wilderneſs among the wild Beaſts, the Mar.1.13 
Angels are recorded to have miniſtred un- 
to Fm; and, whilſt he lay (wath'd in a home- 
ly Manger, the multitude of che Caoleſttal yy, , 
Hoſt were heard to folemnize his miracu- 
lous Birth,according to that paſſage of the 
| Writer to the Hebrews, When be bringeth 
in the firſt begotten into the World, (he faith ) 
And let all the Angels of God worſhip him | 
And yet ſuch conſiderable and noble Crea- 
tures,thoſe Immaterial Intelligences call'd 
Angels,are, that One of them in Qne night 
was able to deſtroy above a hundred and 2King.19 
fourſcore thoufandMen,jn the blaſphemous 35» 
Senacberib's jmpious Camp. And ſo much 
Majeſty.,and Superjority,does their Nature 
| give them, in reference even to the Emi- 
nenteſt of Mortals, That,when the undaun- 
ted Foſhua had boldly Challeng'd one of 
«them, that appear'd co him in the likeneſſe 
' of 4 Man,and demanded, Whom he was rack 
Vorgp ; when 
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F Nal.3.1. the Covenant,as it is in the Original,atd 


Joſh. Js 


Exod. 3 


when he knew him co be an Angel, 
he ſuppoſ'd him ro be that p 
fiah , who is elſewhere call 


Cunlel) 
the A ef 
Do in 


the lame Text the Lord) he alters his Ad- 
dreſſe unto him into this Submiſlive 
What ſaith my Lord unto his Servant ? At 
even wiſe and holy Danie/ himſelf, who was 
the ſecond Perſon of the World for Power, 
and the firſt for mach nobler Attributes, 
Wiſdom, and Underftanding, who faw {o 
many Governours of vaſt Provinces . and 
Profeflors of admired Magick, inferiour to 


 lbimſelf,yet confeſſes to the Angel,that ap- 


pear'd tohim, That he was confounded and 
difanimated at his preſence,and adds, How 
can the Servant of this my Lord talk with 
this my Lord? We may ſafely therefore 
expe, that we ſhall then behold our Savi. 
our,not in thoſe Diſzuiſes which disfigur'd 
him in their Eyes, that only confider'd his 
Sufferings, but in that triumphant Condi- 
tion, wherewich they are now Rewarded. 
The Thorns of his (now no more Galling, 
but Adorning ) Crown will appear upon 
that radiant Head of His, more glorious, 
than thoſe ofthe flamingBuſh, wherein God 
edto Moſes. And we ſhall not ſee 
t Deſpitable form, which made the Pro- | 
plier fay ting the generality of 
the Jewiſh Nation contemporary with the 
| Meſſias) 


' | kim; That Glory can be but Imperfe&ly 


| Serd)birk ' Love. 22g 
Meſa ) He hath no Form, nor 
Comelineſſe,and when we ſhall fee bim, there (853-2 
ir no Beauty that we ſponld defire. But we 
ſhal ſee him encompaſi'd with ſo much Ma- 
jeſty,$8 ſhining with ſo much of his genuine 
Splendor and Beauty, that we ſhall deſer. 

vedly eſteem him Nephle, the Admirable. 1ſa.y.6 
And our raviſh'd Souls ſhall by the more 
attentive Contemplation of him, bur find 

more cauſe to imitate the Spouſe in Solp- 

mon's myſtick Epithalamium ; who having 

dwelt upon the Beauty of the ſeveral Parts 

that concurr'd to the Accompliſhing the 

Divine Bridegroom,exclaims in an'Epipho- 
nema,very contrary to the Expreflion late- 

ly mention'd in the Prophet, He is altoge- Canr. s. 
ther Defires, or In Hebraiſm, Moft de- 19: 
firable, which our Engliſh renders, He is a/- 

| together lovely. His Eyes will there appear, as 

| St. Fohn repreſents them,of ative Fire, and Rev.1. 14 
will into the willing Breaſts of the raviſh'd 

| beholders,ſhoot Flames as Pure,as Holy,and 

as Deathleſs,as thoſeFathers of theChurch, 

who believ'd not the Angels altogether In- 
corporeal , may be ſippol'd to have con- 

ceiv*d the Seraphimsto confiſt of.Certainly, 

| fince (as the Scripture informs us) 7t ne- 

' wverentred into the Heart of Man,what God 

has reſerv'd in Heaven for thoſe that love 


| etprefſ'd by the bare Epither of Incon- 
EA Eat ccivable, 
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ceivable, with which God rewards the me- 
" ritorious Sufferings and Obedience of that 

Onely begotten Son of his Love,for whioſe 
fake he is pleaſ'd to confer on ſo many 
| Thouſands of Men, unimaginable Glories, 
DN.12.3 He that vouchſafes ev'n to many of his Ser- 
; vancs a Brightnefle like that of the Stars, 
will ſure communicate a more radiant 
” Mal. 4. 2 Luſtre to the Sun of Righteouſneſs , that 
| Onely Son of His , whom (co borrow in- 
| Heb. 1. ſpir'd Expreſſions ) he hath made Heir of 
*,3- al things,by whom alſo he made the Worlds: 
F Who being the brightneſs of bis Glory , and 
the expreſs Image of his Perſon, and uphold- 
ing all things by the word of his power, when 
| be had by himſelf purg'd our Sins, ſate down 
| Eph.1.21 07 the right band of the Majeſty on high, far 
| above all Principality,and Power,and Might, 
andDominion,and everyName that # named, 
not onely in this World,but in that which is 
to come. Thereby exalting him not onely 
above all Earthly Princes and Potentates, 
but even above the Higheſt Orders of the 
: Spirits of the Caleſtial Hierarchie. 
, Se8.22 But apprehend not, Lindamor, that this 
| ſublime Exaltation of Chriſt will make him 
deſpiſe the meaneſt ofhis Saints, or diſdain 
3 Communion with him. For, St. Pax al- 
Phil.2.7. ſures us, That he was in che form of God, 
* when he vouchafd to take upon him:the 
farm of a Servant, to make us Free z\#nd, 


| 
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| ems approaching Fate; and expreſſing in 
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re, he that c: 
hep' ſo Low, to Invite and Bring us co 

eaven, Will not refuſe us a gracious Re» 
ception there. In the days of bis Fleſh he 
was pleas'd to own Lazarw, ev'n in the 
Diſhonours of the Grave , and vouchſaf'd 
him in that deſpicable Condition the glo- 
rious Title of his Friend. And when he 
deſcended the Mount of Olives, all the 


that ang Hoſannaes to him , and ftrew'd 
his way with their Palms, their Veſtments, 


{| and their Praiſes , could not divert him 


from Deploring, ev'n with Tears, Feruſa+ 
the midſt of his Triumphs a Concern, for 
the very worſt and ſtubborneſt of his Ene- 
mies. And, leſt it ſhould be thought, chat 


tals, only whilſt he Shar*d and Felt the Mi- 
ſeries of their Condition ; give me leave 
toobſerve to you, Lindamor, that jimme- 
datly afrer his Reſurre&ion , whilſt the 
Senſe of the ſuddenand unexempledChange 
f his Condition was Freſh upon him, and 
the Remembrance of the Apoſile's Ingra- 

tude in deſerting him, almoſt as Recent; 


| ticks not to give thoſe very Diſciples 
Sa forſook him, the glorious Title, (and 


. 
: -. 


Wave allon'd chem on Earth) of bis Bree 
08 threnz 
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t condeſcended ſo Far, and 


loud Acclamations of the glad Multitude, 


Luk. 19/7 
37,3841 


he was thus concern'd for worthlefſe Mor- 


re Familiar one than we find him ,,,,.1 .g 


19, 


' 

- 
4 

- 
/ 


"2"Y 


' Mar:16. 74icitous for that org hea 


Rev.3.20 o: Behold , T ſtand at the door and knock, 


y 3 .— 


fhews bimſelF ok 

ight of all 
choſe empry Boaſts, wherewith he nor only 

ſeem'd to defie Death , but Chrift's Pres. 
dition too, did not onely Forlake his Ma- 

Ker, but Deni'd him. He can in Heaven be 

ſo concern'd for his diſtreffed Members | 

here en Earth, that not only he can take 

As 5, notice of expiring Stephen , thorow that 
cloud of fatal Stones that batter'd down his 

Priſon; and can, when Sau! was perſecuting ' 

the vulgar —_ » Cry but unto him, | 

Aﬀts 9.4. _ Saul, Why per ſecnteft thou mg ? as if 
He, and Ref at Love him, were but 

Tn the ſe. One : But it the Meffages he ſends ro the 
cond and Angels of > amine, of the ſeven Chur» 
_— ches, he fufficiently manifeſts, That fingle 

_— = 9g Chriftians may be as porn. in i 

_ Thoughts, as if they had no other ObJeſt 

His Greatneffe will not make his Kind 
tefs Familrargbir only more Obliging ; He 
difdains not, ev'n afterhis Aſcenſſon , to 


thren;z and 


pocalyps: 


Mm bear my vice. n the door; 
7 come in tqhim, and 7h w_ Parbie 


= be with me. That Kit 


, by whom Himſelfis repr inde 5s pi 
himſelf to welcome each fIndividi by 

Mat.25- Servant with a peculiar, bone Seri 
+ Andin angrher Parable he fcr nadyrnd 


repreſent the great Condell 


_—_— 


4. [willaricy, wherewich the Lord ſhall remn- 
Ht ki Diſdples, Bofied eve rho 
x cellinghis Diſciples, are tboſeSer- 
84 Kats, whort the Lord,when be cometh, ſbell _ Fe 
1x. (hd /o watching. Verily,l ſay unto you, that 
\' the pal] gird bimſthh and will make them to 
ſt down to meat,and will come forth to ſerve 
them. At which Expreſon,you will the leſs 
Admire, if you Conſider,that beſides that 
«is Parabolical, and probably Hyperboli- 
, -1{, and therefore not to be taken (as the 
French ſpeak,au pied de la Zettre) in a ftrit 
= : We find in the Evangelical Story, 
t our Saviour diſdain'd not to converſe 
kmiliarly with Publicans and Sinners, nor 
(en to waſh the feet of his own Diſciples: 
fhnce he condefcended to ſuch Fami» 
ity to thoſe frail Mortals, fo many of 
Hom wereapt to turn the Favours of Ged 
mo Wantonnefſe, we may the lefle admire 
$ gracious Condeſcenfions to thoſe, the 
elnefle of whoſe Condition will keep 
tem from turning his Vouchſafements ut- 
wany thing,but Occafions of Joy and Ora» 
Wude. Marvel not, Lindamor, as at an In 
wtinency, that F appear ſo Sollicitous to 
lefle you with highApprehenfions of the 
(pereminent Dignity and Felicity of our 
» 3 [Witcd: Saviour ; and, that in the Loſtiefh 
to {@moſi magnificent Expreſſions, the Scri= 
Fs [we affords me, I have endeavour'd to 
ty. | $ make 


__" 4 ". d- + GED 00 ; | 
_ = af i 


make,out-to you , that chebright Sor 6f 
ighteouſneſfe:is now growh uncapablevf 
eringEclipſes, but ſhines With unclouded 
and unequall'd Splendor; and that we ſhalt , 
in Heaven (as the Writer to the Hebrew; 
porn} ſee Feſm,who @# made a little (or 
Heb.2,9, fOr a ſhort while, fg=x* 7) lower than the 
Angels, for the ſuffering of Death, crown'd 
with Glory ana Honour. For it will make 
Heaven more Heaven to us, to find Him 
reigning there, who hath Suffer'd ſo much 
for Us ; and for whom, if we e'r come thi« 
ther, we ſhall have ſo muci Suffer'd. For, | 
fince our Love will, as the reſt of our ſur- 
viving Graces,be Perfe&ed,and growCom- 
pleat in Heaven ; the ineffable Happineſſe 
of our Dear Redeemer , muſt needs bring 
an Encreaſe to ours, commenſurate to the 
Ardency of our Love for him, and we ſhalt 
reliſh no Happinefſe more thanThat; which | 
is therefore Qurs,becauſe He is happy,and 
Suppoſes in Him, what it Confers on Us. | 
Beſides that,fince the RegalDignity, where- 
in (as Mediacor ) he is Inſtated, may make 
2 us: owe our Salvation to his Sentence, as 
well as to his Merits ; Heaven it (elf will 
be ineftimably endear'd to us, by our In- | 
Joying it upon his Account. I need not tell | 
| you, what a value Lovers are wont toes || 
b- upori the leaſt favours that can be beftow'd 
on them by their Miſtreſſes,and that ofter+ | 
cimes | 


times a worthlefſe Ribband, a Bracelet of 
Hair, or ſome ſuch Tritle, that nothing can 
make precious but Her preſenting it, is 
highlier valued by the tranſported Lover, 
than the richeſt Preſents of Nature , or of 
Fortune. How great a bleſſing muſt it 
[then be, Lindamor, to owe Joys that need 
hot endearing Circumſtances to merit the 
name of Happinefſe,toa Perſon (o belov'd, 
[that even Heaven it ſelf will bring more 
ſelicity to the amorous Soul,as it is a proof 
of his Love, than that it is a Donative of 
(is Bounty.As paſſionate Brides do incom- 
parakly more value the Wedding-Rings 
wach their glad Lovers give them, as 
PMedges, than as Gold. *Tis faid of the 
perſecuted and diſgrac'd Apoſtles,that the 
rejoye*d to kave been counted worthy to (i 
fer ſhame for his Name. But if they deſer- 
Ivedly Rejoyc'd tobe allow'd to ſuffer for 
tim 3 of how much Joy ſhall they have juſt 
cauſe, that are admitted to Reign with 
tim ? His having ſupported the Hardſhips 
and the Toyls(for I muſt not now call them 
Evils ) to which our afflifted Condition of 
Mortality is Expoſd,does ſo much Allevi- 
Jite them, and refreſh us under them, that 
a this ſence alſo it may be truly ſaid, that 


__ 


id by bis burts we are bealed, But he that 
Rliev'd us even by his Crofle, will fure do 
| K More 


ik 
CY 
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chaftiſement of our p_y= was upon bim, Iſa.53, 5; 


© Serapbick Love. 
More for us by his Crown, when he ſhall 
Admir, and evenſavite, each faithful Ser- 
vant to no lefle a Bleſling, than to enter in« 
to bis Maſters Joy. So rich a Source of Hap» 
pineſſe did Chriſt Deſign, to Make himſelf 
to us in all his Capacities and Conditiens, 
chat in Heaven and in Earth, it Was, and 
Will be, his gracious and conſtant Imploy- 
ment, to ſhare our Griefs, or impart to us 
his Joys ; and either Leſſen our Miſeries 
by his Sufferings , or Encreaſe our Happis 
neſſe by his Feiicity. 
Expe& not, Lindamor, that I ſnould So- 
lemnly beg your Pardon for this ſeeming 
Excurſion,cill I come to think it a Digrel» 


Se, 23, 


in Heaven,treating of the Happineſſe which 
thole that Love him will enjoy there. 
Wherefore,not to ſpend time in imploring 
a needlefle Forgivenefle,1 ſhall proceed to 
tell you, Lindamor, that in Heaven we ſhall 
not only ſee our Elder Brother Chriſt, but 
probably alſo all our Kindred, Friends,and 
Relations, that Living here in his Fear, 
Died in his Favour. For,fince our Saviour 
Luk. 20 tells us,that the Children of the ReſurreAt- 


els : who yer in the Viſions of Daniel and 
| pn to be acquainted with.each 
Luke 16. other : Since in the Parable of the Miſe- 


fion, . to inſiſt on the Bleſſednefle of Chrift | 


yo. on ſhall be i074 11101, equaltogor like,the An- 


&e © 
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rable Epicure, and the Happy Beggar, the | 
Father 


[are afforded us by the Scripture; we may 


Seraphick Love. r31 
Father of the Faithful 1s repreſented , as 
knowing, not only the Perſon, and preſenc 
Condition, buec che paſt Story of Lazar : 

Since the Inſtrufor of the Gentiles, confi- 

dently expets his Converted and Pious 
Theſſalonians,to be his Crown at that preat droge: 
Pay; When the having turned many to Kizh- yh, 2. 
teouſneſs, ſhall, as the Scripture toretells, 
confer a Star-like and Immortal Brightneſs. 

Since (which is chiefly conſiderable) the 
Knowledge of particular Aftions,and, con- 
lequently, Perſons, ſeems requiſite tothe at. 
tainment of that Great End of God,in the 

Day of Judgment, the Manifeſtation of his 
Punitive and Remunerative Juſtice: Since, 
Iay,theſeArguments,befides divers others, 


fafely conclude it Probable, that we ſhall 
Know each other,ina Place, where,fince no- 
thing requiſite to Happinefſe can be want- 
Ing, we may well ſuppoſe (at leaſt, f we can 
imagine Here, what we ſhall think There ) 
that we ſhall not want ſo great a SatisfaCti- 
0n,as that of being knowingly Happy,in our 
Other-ſelves,our Friends. Nor is this only 
Probable, Lindamor, but *tis not Impro- 
table, chat thoſe Friends that Know us in 
Heaven, ſhall Welcome us thither. For, 
face Chriſt aſſures us, that the very Angels 
{though they be ſo far from being Related 
toour Perſons, that they are Foreiners to 
of K 2 OUL 
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our very Nature) receive Acceſſion of Joy 


for a relenting Sinner, that by Repentance 


Begins to turn towards God; you will not 
chink itAbſurd,that in a Place,whereChari- 
ty (hall not only continue, ( as St. Paul 
ſpeaks) but grow perfe&&,our dear Friends 
ſhould rejoyce to lee us, not only Begin to 


Turn towards God, but Come Home to 
 him.Nor 1s1t unlikely,that our tranſported 


Souls ſhall mutually Congratulate each o- 
ther, their having now fully eſcaped the nu- 


merous Rocks, and Shelves, and Quick- ; 


ſands, and threatning Storms, and no lefſe 


dangerous Calms, through which they are | 


at length arrived at that peacefull Haven, 
where [nnocence & Delight (which are here 
ſo ſeldom matcli'd ) are inſeparable Com- 
panions,both of eaci other, and each blef- 
lea Relident. With thoſe Friends we here 
Lamented, we ſhall there Rejoyce. And 
*Ewill be bur need, that the Diſcovery of 
each other's Virtues ſhould bring us to a 
mutual Knowledge of our Perſons ; for 0- 
cherwile, we ſhall be ſo Chang*d, that we 
ſhould never know ourFriends;(and ſhould 
ſcarce know our elves, were not an eminent 
Encreale of Knowledge a Part of that nappy | 
Change. ) For thole Departed Friends, 

whom, at our laſt Separation, we ſaw Dish- 
gured by all che ghaſtly Horrors of Death, 
we ſhall thenſee afliſting about the Maja 
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Throne of Chriſt, with their once vile Bo- 


riows Body, mingling their glad Acclamati- 
ons with the Hallelujahs of Thrones, Prin- 
cipalities, and Powers, and the moſt digni- 
fd Favourits of the Cale(tial Court. l need 
not tell you, Lindamor, that we ſhall be 


{more juſtly Tranſported at this Meeting, 


than was good old Facob at that of his Son 
Joſeph, whom having long mourn'd for 
Dead and Lofſt,he found not only Alive, bur 
1 great Favourite, ready to welcome him 
toan unknown Court, For, whereas the Pa- 


triarch ſaid to his Son, Now /et me Dye, Gen. 46. 
[fnce Thave ſeen thy face 3 the leeing of our 30. 


Friends in Heaven will affure us, that we 
ſhall for ever Live with them there. The 
Re-unicn of Friends being there as privi- 
leg'd from divorce, as that of Soul and Bo- 
dy, (which ſcarce will be more tri and (a- 
tfaGory.) For,here indeed, if our Friends 
do not allay our Love or Aﬀe@ion by un- 
nelcome ACtions, or their contagiousSuffe- 


[ings, we commonly dote on them toa De- 


pree, that, as 1t were, Reduces God to de- 


| woe usEarly of them,8 Snatch our Idols,& 


Rivals,from us. But there, our, on both 
lides, compleated Graces, will not only De- 
ſerve, but Allow a higher Strain of Friend- 
ſbip. The near Contemplation and Fruiti- 
on of the infinitely tranſcendent Perfe&i- 


K 3 ons 


dies transfigured into the likeneſſe of bis glo- n _ 3. 
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ons of the Creator, keeping all our Kinds 
nels to the Creatures,not only Subordinate 
To the Love we owe to God, but Groun- 
ded On it 3 as excited Needles, when they 
ſtick faſteſt to each other, ow their Union 
to their having both been touched by the 
Load-ftone;z to which,they have therefore 
Both of them ſtronger Inclinations , than 
Either to the Other. 

There, probably, we ſhall ſatisfaRorily 
underſtand thoſe Deep and Obſcure Myſte- 
ries of Religion, which, the profoundeſ 
Clerks that love not to Flatter themſelves, 
acknowledg, they are unable fully to Com» 
prehend; being, afterall the Toyl and In- 
duſtry of their anxious Enquiries, reduc'd 
to fit down with the Apoſtle's © Bz5:cin Ad- 
miration of that Depth, whoſeBottom they 
cannot Fathom, There we ſhall Underſtand 
thoſe obſcure paſſages of ( That Divine 
Book,and uncapable of Flattery )the Scrip- 
cure, which, notwithſtanding all that Bold 
Criticks,and Learn'd Expolitors, have At- 
tempted to illuſtrate it,does ſtil] continue, 
1n many Places, Obſcure. There, diſcerning 
how exquilitely the ſeveral Parts of Scrip- 
ture are fitted to the ſeveral Times, Per- 
ſons, and Occurrences, wherein their all- 
foreleeing Author intended moſt to ule 
them; we ſhall diſcern not only a Reconci- 
Jableneſs, but a Friendſhip,and perfect Har- 
mony, 


mony,betwixt thoſe Texts, that here ſeem 
moſt at Variance,and ſhall diſcover not only 
the Senſe of the Obſcurer paſſages, but the 
Requiſitenels of their having been written 
ſo Obſcurely. That ſtrange and peculiar,as 
well as otherwiſe Cryptical Method & Style 
of Scripture, which often coſts us ſo much 


[Study to find it Rational, we ſhall there dif 
| cover tobe Admirable, and worthy of its 


Omniſcient Author. There,l hope,we ſhall 
have clearly expounded to us thoſe Ridles 


| of Providence, which have, but too often, 


Tempted ev'n Good-men, to Queltion 
Gods Condutt in the Government of the 


| World; whilſt the Calamyties and Perfecu- 

| tions of Virtue, and Innocence, ſeem Ap« 
| prov'd by him, who Accumulates Proſperi« 
| ties on their Criminal Oppoſers. There, we 


ſhall be convinc'd, that all theſe Seeming 


| Irregularities, which the Heathen thoughr 
| fit to impute to the giddy Whimſies of a 
| Blind ſemale Deity,are not only Conliſtene 


with God's Juſtice and Goodnefle, but are 
Produf&ions of it. And though ſuch a Belief 
do here, to Intelligent Perſons, ſeem per- 
haps a greater piece of Self-demal,than'to 
refrain from Wine, or Gold, or Miſtrefles ; 
yet in Heaven it will appear as Reaſonable, 
a5 here we find it Difficult. For, as Bildad 


ſpeaks in Fob, We are but of yeſterday, and Job 8. 9 
our dayes upon Earth 


know nothing, becauſe 
K are 


+ 
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are but a-Shadow. And the ſhortnefſe of our 
Tranfitory lives,not permitting us to Con- 
tinue long enough SpeQators here, to ſee 
above a Scene or two at moſt of that great 
Play, Aﬀted by Mankind upon the Stage of 
the World; *cis no wonder, we are apt to 
harbour ſiniſter Thoughts of the Contriver 
of a Plot,whoſe neither Beginning nor End 
we.are acquainted with. Which yer is little 
lefſe Injurious,than *cwere to Cenſure the 
lofty Tragadian Seneca, or ſome other 
matcchlefſeArtiſt,having peruſed but a Piece 
of ſome Tragedy, whereof the Later part 
never arrived at our view. But,when once 
God's whole Plot (if I may (o ſpeak) and 
condudt in theAdminiſtration of theW orld, 
ſhall come to be Diſcloſd; all thoſe Revo- 
lutions andOccurrences of Empires,States, 
Families, and Particular Perſons, which Men 
are here ſo prone to Quarrel with, will 
there appear ſo Juſt, ſo Requilite, and fo 
Seaſonable, that thoſe very things, which 
Here tempted us to Neny God, ſhall There 
engage us to Praiſe him; and we ſhall not (o 
properly be Satisfy*d with his Providence, 
as Raviſh'd. But eſpecially,we ſhall beTranſ- 
ported with Wonder and Gratitude, when 
God ſhall vouchlafe to diſcover to his par- 
ticular Servants, the Reaſons of his Diſpen- 
ations towards them, and make out to 
them not only cheNeceflity and Juſtice,but 
ev'n 
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| evin Mercifulneſſe of thole very-Aflitions, 


that were moſt imputed to his Severity, 
Fno Stroke from God's Paternal Hand, ei- 
ther lightning Sooner,or falling Heavier,or 
ſtaying Longer, than the Occat1on,that Ex- 
torted it,exaCted ) and convince them, that 
their Hopes were never Dilappointed, but 
to Secure their Ticle to Better things than 


| thoſe they hoped for ; nor their Interiour 


Intereſts prejudic'd,but for the Advantage 
of their Supreme ones. Yes,all that unwel- 


| come Darknefle, that here (urrounded our 


purblind Underftandings, will vaniſh at the 
dawning of that Bright,and (as St. Peter 


{ Expreſſion may be interpreted ) Eternal + 
day ; wherein, the Reſolution ot all thoſe a5. 


Difficulties, which here Exerci('d Cand per- 
haps Diſtreſſ'd ) our Faith,ſhall be granted 
us to Reward it. And I muſt profefſe to you, 
Lindamor., (as Unſaſhionable as ſuch a Pro- 
feſion may ſeem in a Gentleman not yet 
Two and Twenty ) that ! find the ſtudy of 
thoſe excellent Themes, God's Word,and 
his Providence,lo Difhcult,and yet fo Plea» 
fing and Inviting, that could Heaven afford 
me no greaterBleſling thana clear Accompt 
of the abſtrale Myſteries of Divinity and 
Providence, I ſhould value the having my 
Underſtanding Gratifi'd and Enrich'd with 
Truths of fo Noble and precious a Nature, 
enough to Court Heaven at the rate of re- 

| nouncing 
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nouncing for it all thoſe unmanly Senfuli- 
ties, and trifling Vanities,for which,inconſf- 
derateMortals are wont to forfeit thelnte- 
reſt their Saviour (o dearly bought them 
in it. 
Se. 25, Norſhall we onely Converſe with Saints 
and Angels, but with that infinitely more 
glorious Deity,that made them, what they | 
are,withour at all impoveriſhing himſelf. In 
Heaven,we ſhall enjoy(its Maker )God,and 
x Joh.3-2 ſee Him as be #,who (as the Scripture tel. | 
1Cor-15: leth us ) ſhall then be all in al; Compriſing 
wo, all the Goods, we value in the Creatures, 
as Eminently and Fully, as the Sun doth -: 
the Light that Twinkleth in the Stars, 
Anaxagi® If one, that was none of the leaſt of the 
Faos Philoſophers, ſcrupÞd not to tell the Man 
that ask'd him, What he was born for,that, 
Je was to contemplate the Sun ; If our beſt | 
Naturaliſts themſelves, though the Dark- 
neſs that is here caſt upon Things, and the 
Dimnels of our Intelle&ual Eyes, (which 1 * 
remember Ariſtotle fitly compares to thoſe 
of gn Qwl at Nonon-day ) permit us to dif- : 
cern but very littl= of that Wiſdom, Power, 
and Goodneſs, which he has expreſs'd 1n 
the Creation ; are yet often tranſported 
and raviſh'd with a juſt Admiration of the | 
PerfeQions He has diſplayed in his Work- 
manſhip. If the wiſe Queen that came ſofar 
to viſit Solomon, was put almoſt into an 
Extaſie, 


| conſiſt in that Beatick Viſion, ( as the 


? 


| 


| our himſelf paraphraſes our Coleſtial felici- 


, 
; 


| 


| writes, to follow peace and holineſs; he adds, Heb, 12. 
| as the formidableſt Menace which he could 14: 


' the Hebrews employs the being Deni'd the 
' fight of that divine Objet,as a Deſcripti- 
on of extream Wretchednels, in that Tex, 


| ſeems to deſcribe the happinefs even- of 
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Extafie, by the ſight of his (though Wiſe, 
yet Humane) Ordering of things ; - And if 
the Angels themſelves (as St. Peter informs 1 Pet. Is 
us ) deſire to look, into the myſterious contri» "** 
pances of God, in order to Man's Redem- 

ption: How great a SatisfaQtion, Lindamor, 

may we juſtly conceive it mult needs be, to 

be admicted to See ſo much of God, as 
Heaven will- Diſcover to us ? Elpecially, 

fince ſo much ot our future Happineſs will 


School-men juſtly call it ) chat St. Foby 
concluded, that we ſhall be like God, becaule 
we ſhall ſee Him as He is. And our Savi- 


1 Joh. 3- 
2, 


ty by this bleſſedViſion, where he ſays, Bleſ- 
ſed are the pure in heart. for they ſpall ſee 
God: As on the other {ide, the Writer to 


Mat.s.2, 


where,having exhorted thoſe to whom he 


makeuſe of,;to Deter them from lighting 
his Exhortation,}/ithout which,no Man ſpa! 
ſee the Lord. And by this Viſion onr Saviour 


Angels ; where,forbidding the Scandalizing 
ofany of thoſe little ones that believe in 
hiw, he adds to enforce what he had po 
tnat 


4 ) "= 
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that their Angels do always ſee the face of his 
Father in — uk We {hall be od _ up 
with the Contemplation and Fruition of 
that Glorious ObjeR, (in whoſe Infinity all 
goods are [ncluded and Dilated) that Apes, 
numberleſs as the Joys That Beatifick Vi- 
fion abounds with, will (carce afford us lei- 
ſure for a Diverſton to any other Pleaſures, 
than thoſe it (elf creates. Which are (6 
Numerous, and ſo Entire, that we ſhall 
there Deſire nothing that we Have not, ex- 
cept more Tongues to ſing more Praiſes to 
him, or at leaſt a Capacity to pay him 
greater Thanks for what we Have. And 
even thoſe Deſires, God's gracious Accep- 
tation will make, in being Conceiv'd, Ac- 
compliſh'd : for, otherwiſe Heaven's Reſt- 
dents ſcarce know any other Want, than 
that of Need co Wiſh; The Compleat 
Blefſednefſe of their Condition, reducing 
them toa happy Ulſeleſnefſe of Wiſhes, by 
affording them a full Prz-poſſeſſion of all 
the Objes of Deſire. There Time, like 
Fire, having deſtroy'd What ever it could 
prey on, ſhall at laſt Dye it (elf, and ſball 
GoQuer into Eternity. Whoſe Nature is 
ſuch, that though our Joys,after ſome Cen- 
tunies of Yeares, may ſeem to have grown 
Elder, by having been enjoyed ſo many 
Ages,yet will they really ſtill continue New, 


not onely upon the (cores of their Welcom- 
neſs 
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neſs and Freſhneſs, but by their perpetual- 
ly Equal (becauſe Infinite) Diſtance from a 
Period. There, our Felicity ſhall always be 
the Same, yet ever New. Wearineſs argu- 
ing Imperfe&ion, either in the ObjeR, or 
the Appetite; the Former of which is Im- 
poſſible in God, and the Later ſhall ceaſe in 
Heaven. Where our Felicity {hal be ſo great, 
that Variety, (it ſelf) ſhall not be needed 
as a Part of it. And, it Heaven do admit Va- 
riety, it may be ſuppoſed ſuch a one,as ſhall 
conſiſt in a Further Knowledg of the Firſt 
OQbje& (God,) not a Forſaking of it ; and 
ſuch as ariſes from the fix*d Beholding of 
the changing-necks of Doves, or ſuch as we 


| mayſee in the diverſified Refraftions of the 


— --- 


ame ſparkling Diamond. In God, there is 
(ifI may ſo ſpeak ) ſucha various Identity, 
that the Fruition of him both Satisfies and 
Creates Defires : though That without Sa- 


 tiety 3 and This, without Diſquiet. Other 


Delights,like the uſual Cloaths we wear, 
quickly grow Stale,and are ſoon worn out ; 
whereas Ccoleſtial Pleaſures participate the 


Prerogative of the Jews Garments in the Dear.29, 


Wilderneſs,” of not Impairing by being uſed 5- 
Long. Bur as the amorous Needle, once 
Jjoyn'd unto the Load-ſtone, would never, 
uncompelPd, forſake the inchanting Mine- 
ral ; but,after Ages,cling no leſs cloſely to 
it than at the firſt Moment of their Union : 
So 


Sed.26 


tical than Chorographical ) of what the 
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Sodo the Saints in Heaven, with the fame 
Undiminiſh'd freſhnefſe, ever poſlſefſe their 

oys, as if each moment were the ' Firſt 
rhat they poſſeſs'd them in. And,if their 
Happinefſe do not improve by laſtinger 
Enjoyment, *cis perhaps, but becaule it 
was at firſt uncapable of Increale. Or, if 
our Pleaſures do admit Acceffion, they 
fhall receive it from our Aſſurance, that 
we ſhall caſte them for Ever, and perpe- 
tually repeat ( or rather continue ) the 
fame ren:w'd Fruitions To an Eternity, | 
endear*d by nothing more, than by the | 
quiet Leiſure it will afford us, undiftraQt- 
edly to Employ it, in Celebrating of the 
Author's Praiſes ; and in a Condition, 
happier in that by it we grow paſt Doing, | 
than paſt Suffering, Ill. In Heaven, (ina | 
word ) our inexhauſted Joys will be fo 
Numberleſle, and ſo Immenſe, that we ſhall 
Need (as well as Have) Ecernity it (elfto 
taſte them filly. 

But, Lindamor, it was not my Deſign | 
to give you a particular Topography of | 
this Coleſtial Canaan ; but only in a few 
words to let you fee,that *ris a Land flow- 
ins with Milk ani Honey. And though | 
acknowledge, I have given you but dark 
Defcriptions (and ſometimes rather Poe- 


Apoſtle 
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#n = ; yet fince,to whet our Longings, 
for Fruitive ( or Experimental ) Know- 
ledge, it is reſerv'd among the Preroga- 
tives of being in Heaven, to know how 
happy we ſhall be,when There : And fince, 
| what the Scripture hath reveal'd of Para- 
| diſe, ſeems meant rather to Quicken our 
Obedience, than Satisfie our Curiofity ; I 
| may for thoſe purpoſes, have perhaps to- 
{lerably peform'd that task ( of Heavenly 
| Topography ) by the Acknowledgments 
| of my Diſability to do it Worthily. 1 
{ ſhall now onely add this Property of our 
expected Bliſs, that the vaſt Multitude of 
| Partners does detratt nothing from each 
| private Share, nor does the Publickneſſe 
Of it leſſen Propriety In ict. This Ocean 
| of Felicity being ſo Shoarleſfſe, and ſo Bot- 
| tomlefſe, that all the Saints and Angels 
' cannot exhauſt it, it being as impoſlible 
| for any Aggregate of Finites, to compre- 
| hend or exhauſt one Infinite, as *cis for the 
| greateſt number of Mathematick Points to 
amount to, or conſtitute, a Body, Our 
| Neighbour-Regions do all Enjoy the be- 
| tefic of Light as well as We; yet we en- 
{Joy not Leſſe, than if they enjoy'd None. 
Indeed, there is this difference between 
the Sun of Righteouſneſſe, and that of 


Heaven 3 


Apoſtle ſtyles, The Inheritance of the Saints Col.1.12 


C91.3. 4. 
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Heaven; that, whereas the Later, by his 


Preſence, Eclipſes all the Planets, Chis At- 


rendants; ) the Former, though radiant 
with a much mightier Splendor, will, by 
his Preſence, Impart it to his Saints : ac- 
cording to that of theApolſile; When Chriſt, 
who is our Life, ſhall appear, then ſhall we 
alſo appear with him in Glory. So that the 
Ele&, in relation to this Sun, ſhall not be 
like Stars, which his ſhining Obſcures and 
makes to diſappear ; but like polifh'd Sil- 
ver, or well-glaz'd Arms, or thoſe vaſter 
Balls of burniſh'd Braſſe, the tops of Chur- 
ches are ſometimes adorn'd with, which 
ſhine not till they be ſhin'd upon, and de- 
rive their glittering Brightneſle, and all 
the dazling Fire that environs and illuſt- 
rates them, from their being expol'd (un- 
Skreen'd ) to the Sun's refulgent Beams, 7 


Cant,6.3 am my beloved”s, and my belyved is mine, 


fays every Saint ( with the Spoule in the 
Canticles ) to his Redeemer. David lays 
of them that put their truſt in God, That 


P(a.38. 6 be ſhall abundantly ſatisfie them with the 
fatneſſe of his Houſe, and make them drink 


of the River of his Pleaſures: As if he 
meznt to inſinuate, that, As when a mul- 
titude of Perſons drink of the ſame River, 
none of them is able to Exhauſt it, and 
yet each of them may have the full liber- 
ry 
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ty of Drinking as much as he Can, or as 


mach .as he Could, though none but Him- 
ſelf ſhould be Allow'd co Drink ofit : So, 
whoſoever enjoys God, enjoys him Whol- 
ly, or at leaſt doth enjoy him ſo Entirely, 
in Relation to that Man's Capacity, that 
the Fruition of whatſoever relts unenjoy'd 
of God, is forbidden by the Immenfity of 
the Obje&, and not the Pre-poſleſſion of 


his Rivals, The Angels, though of a Na- 


ture Differing from ours, and thereby 
plac'd above the perſonal Experience of 
our ſufferings, and Infirmities, do yet fo 


ſympathize with us, that Cas our Saviour Luk.15.7 . 


informs us ) they rejoyce at the repen- 
tance of a linner. And, though the Mem- 
bers of the Church-Militant, and thoſe 
of the Triumphant, live as far aſander, as 
Heaven 1s from Earth, and are not more 
Diſtant as to Place, than Differing as to 
Condition ; yet St, Pax] reckons all the 


Saints to be but one Family in Heaven and Eph.3-15 


Earth. If then the diſparity of Refiden- 
ces, of Qualities, and of Conditions, can- 
not Now hinder the Lovers of God from 
being ſo concern'd in one another; how 
/nuch of endearing Kindnefſe may we ſup- 
poſe, that chey will Enterchange, When 
both cheir Love ſhall be Perfe&ed, and 
il thoſe other Graces too that are pro- 

L per 
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A per to Cheriſh and Encreaſe it. For, the 
ſame Apoſtle, who, to aflift us, to con- 
ceive the Strifnefſe of the Union both 
betwixe Chriſt and his Saines, and the | 
i Saints among themſelves, tells us, that 
1Cor.12, He is the Head, and they are his Body, and 
Members in particular ; teaches us to | 
make this Inference, That (to expreſle his 
verſ. 27, DoArine in his own Words ) If one Mem- | 
28, ber. ſuffer, all the Members ſuffer with it ; 
and if one Member be honour'd, all the - 
Members rejoyce with it. Yes, Lindamor, 
in that blefſ'd Condition, our Wills being 
perfe&ly conform'd unto our Maker's, no | 
Saint nor Angel can enjoy his Love withs | 
out poſleſſing a proportionate Degree of ? 
Ours. And then, fince perfe& Friendſhip ; 
appropriates to each Friend the Crofles | 
and Profperities of the other, ( as good *? 
2Sa-19: Barzillai could not be highlier obliged by ! 
37- David, than by the King's kindnefſe to his : 
Son ) each ſeveral Beatitude in Heaven { 
ſhall (in ſome ſort concern the whole So- | 
ciety, and ) be Ours. As Aſtronomers | 
teach us,that the Earth receives Addition | 
of Light by the Sun's Beams beſtow'd 
upon the Stars,and from the Moon refle&t- 
ing upon Her. And becauſe our Perſonal | 
Capacities are too too Narrow, to contain 
All that Joy , we are ( by the ſtrange 
Ariths | 


; 
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Arithtnetick of Frindſhip ) in a manner 


multipli'd into as many Happy Perſons, as 
there are Saints and Angels bleſs'd in Hea- 


| ven, Qur perfe&t Union to our Common 


Head, and mutual Communion with Each 


; other, applying and bringing home every 


Felicity of Theirs to Us. This Friendly and 
Reciprocal Sympathy , reaching us each 
Glorifi'd Saints Blefſednels, and Him ours, 
by a blels'd Circulation, which makes us 
Encreaſe, by our Reſenting them , thoſe 
Joys (of others) whoſe Encreaſe we Re- 
tenr. But by Thoughts are engaged in ſo 


| good Company, Lindamor , that they 


keep nie from conlidering, how faſt the 
Hours paſs, and have almoſt made me for- 
get, that the Time which my Occaſions 
allow'd me for Scribling to you, is ſo far 
ſpent,that not now at laſt to Reprieve you 
from the Preſecution of my blunt Pen, 
were to be almoſt as Injurious to my own 
Affairs, as to your Patience. Hereafter yet, 
I may poſſibly make you ſome amends for 
this, with Riper Diſcourſes of the Nature 
and Duties, or ( if you will ) the Proper- 


| ties and Returns of this Love, to which I 


have hitherto preſented you Some Mo- 
tives, To ( the laſt of ) which I mighe 
add; That, our Love to the Creature ts 
an Farneſt, but to God*tisa Title ; the 
| L 2 One 


s 
0 1 . 
_ 


One-makes Us che Objets, bue the Other 
makes the Obje& Ours : That, fince there 
is inLove (o ſtrange a-Magick, as to Tranſ- 


form the Lover into the Obje& Lov'd; {| 


we ought to be extremely careful of theDe- 
dication of a Paſſion, which, as it is plac'd, 
muſt excher Dignifie our Nature, or De- 
grade it: And not to Addrefſe to any 
Lower (or, which is all one,to any Other ) 
Obje&t, the Highelt Intenſity of a Love, 
which cannot Stoop without our Degrada- 
tion. And theſe I might expatiate on, and 
Recruit them with many other Motives, 
additional to thoſe ] have already infiſted 
on ; but that T may more properly reſerve 
them co the Treatiſe of the Properties of 
that Love, whoſe Nature ſo partakes Thar 
of its Object,that there can hardly be pro- 
duc'd more powerful Motives to it than 
the Conditions of ic. Since then ( as 1 
freſhly antimiated ) I cannot but fear that 
your £17*d Patience, as well as my urgent 
Occaſions (though thefe will recall me to 
morrow Morning to my own Weftern Her- 
mitage ) doth at preſent ſummon me to 
leave you; and fince | cannot do {o in 2 


happier place than Heaven, I ſhall ſuſpend * 


my Farewel{s,onely to beg you to believe, 
that fo Noble 8 Motive of Exalting Friend- 
ſhip, as the Ambition of rendripg Mine a 
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: ft Return for Yours, hath ſo improv'd my 
" {Kindnefſe, that my Aﬀe&ion, without 
. {wronging its Greatnefſe, could not Ex- 
o* prefle it ſelf by any Lefſe Attempt, than 
, |this of gaining you the Greateſt, and the 
- moſt Deſirable of all Goods, by elevating 
/ (that Noble Harbinger of your Soul )your 
) Love, to Heaven : Whoſe Joys alone are 
, hot [nferiour to thoſe which the Being 
- made Inſtrumental to procure them you, 
1 would really Create in, 

- My deareft Lindamor, 

f 


Tour moſt Faithful, moſt 
Aﬀe Konate, and moſt 
Humble Servant , 
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ROBERT BO1TLE. 


From Leeſe this 6th 
of Aug. 1648. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


Hillt this fourth Edition of the © 
/ fore- going Treatiſe was upon fi- 
| niſhing, it hapned, that a De- 


vout and very Ingeniows Friend of the Au- 
thors, having preſs d to have the Peruſal of | 
ſome Occaſional Meditations that lay by | 
bim,on ſeveral Subjefs, met, among heb 54 
with that which follows ; And finding the 
Subjed to be of Affinity with what is rather | 
Touch'd than Infifted on, in the 61. page of | 
the paſt Treatiſe, Touching Men's Inability * 
to Praiſe God Worthily,and having a great | 
deal of. Partiality for the RefleGion, would | 
needs bave it annex'd as it was, to the newly 
finiſh'd Edition : Notwithſtanding the Au- 
thor's baving too Juſt cauſe to urge, That,be- 
fides the Imperfefions that are made neceſ- 
fary by the Sublimity of the Theme,ſuch Oc- 
cafional Papers, eſpecially His, are wont to ; 
bave peculiar Unaccurateneſies, as being de- 
frgrn'd rather to entertajn the Writer . him- 
ſelf, than any other Reader, 


An 


eta: peat apt; 


An Occafjional Refle&ion upona * 


1LETTE R: 


(Receiv'd in April, 166 2.) 


+ 


, Containing an Account of what paſſed on the 
o KING'S Coronation-day , in a little 


4 _ Country Town. 

Ke Need not , Pyrocles, after 
of |} what we have been reading, 
by | tell you,that the Writer of 
Sz |} this Letter thinks, that 
he | both igywhat he has ſaid of 


er "=. theKifg,and in what he has 
of | done to Solemnize His Coronation, he has 
 ; behav'd himſelf rarely well, For 1 doubt 
at | not, but you eafily diſcern by his way of 
id * Writing,that he is highly ſatisfied with his 
ly | Performances, and expe&s that he ſhall, if 
{= { not be Thanked by the King, at leaſt be 
e- ' Mention'd in the News-book. But *ewill,l 
; fear,be requiſite to tell you, that this ho- 
C= { neſt Man is not alone of his mind ; for bes 
'9 } -ing-his Landlord's Bailiff,he is eſteem'd at 
** that rate by his Neighbours, and look'd 
upon as a Man very confiderable in his 
Pariſh 3 and is perhaps thought to have a 
in rightto Pity moſt of thoſe that donot Ad- 
L 4 mire 


as , 


- is h nx ry2 \ s 
mice what he has now been doing. And yet, 
You and I, who pretend not to be Cour- 
tiers,can,in his Rural Encominms,and in his 
ill-conerived way of Honouring his Prince, 
eafily diſcover ſo much that wighthave been 
Mended,and fo much that way be Laugh'd 
at,that,if the King, according to His won- 
ted Graciouſneſs, vouchlafe this AGion his 
Smiles, it muſt not be in conſideration. of 
the ſiicableneſs of the Performances to the 
Occaſion,bur, partly as they proceed from a 
Hearty, though ill-exprefi\d, Loyalty and 
Love,and partly,as they afford Rim: a: Sul» 
zet of Merriment. And not onely the. nice 
Criticks, who have ſeen thoſe Magnikcene 
Solemnities, and heaes the Eloquent Pane- 
gyricks, wherewith tÞ principal Citiesand 
Aﬀemblies in theNation have thought they 
did but Part of what they ſhould; and not 
onely thoſe Aſſiduaus Courtiers, whe, by 
the Honour of a nearer Acce(s have Qppor- 
tunities (deni'd to others.) of diſcovering 
thoſe Particularities that may beſt give 2. 
high Veneration for a Great Perſon and a 
Great Prince,to thoſe that are qualifi'd to 
diſcern and reliſhſach things;nat onlytheſe, 
1 fay,will bave a quite ather Opigian of the 
Rural Praiſes,andAntique Ceremoniesthat 
| were fo well lik'd a hundred Miles from 
London;bur tliis Country-wan hiwſelfgif he 
yere admitted to the Court , gs 
| while 
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lintend not here to ſpeak of thoſe the Scri- 


-\ Sins to keep them from deſcrying: theJuſt- 


| [\153-T ; 
\nhile chece, would in time (te o-great a di=/ 
fiance hetwixt what be Has dave, 20d what 

a- Perſon better bred Might have done,that 
[he cauld not remember without Bluſbes, 
what he now loaks upon with Triumph. 
' And now | muſt on this. occafion confels 
{toyawpPyrocles,that thaveCon other Riſes) 
'ſevera) times been revalving in'mythoghts, 
what the Angels chink of thoſe Praiſes and 
| Deſcriptions-of God that Mendeviſe, (For 


| ptaire fuggeſts Jand wherein we are moſtAp= 
| Plauded by others, and da oftentimes per- 
| hence Applaud our ſelves. Far thoſe Cco- 
 Ieſtial Courtiers ( if I may fo call them ) 
| have ſeveral Advantages to affiſ them in: 
| the Celebration of our cemman Maſter, 
| which we poor Mortals want, For, Firſt, 
| They are free from thoſe Selfiſh1and Inor- 
dinate AﬀeQions, that roo often hinder us, 
either from Diſcerning the Excellency of 
divers of God's Attributes and Ways, or 
from. duly. Acknowleding it. They. have no 


t 


neſs of what he does; They have no Ingratr-= 
tude to oppoſe the fuller Reſentomenes: of 
| His. Goodnefle 3 and they are got tempted; 
not to difcern and Adore His. Wakdom;for 
; ſear they ſhould _ Culpable for rept» 
. ling at His Diſpenſations. Andi 
; Longzvity allowing them the full Proſpeft 
; from 
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from:end to end, of thoſe intricate tranſ- 
ations of Providence,of which, ſhort-liy'd 
Mortals do commonly ſee but a part ; they 
are queſtionle(s far more fatisfi'd with the 
incomparably better Contrivances they 
diſcern in theManagement of humanAfeairs, 


than we are with the Condu@ or Plow of - 


the moſt skilfully written Plays and Ro- 
mances.Befides,thoſe happySpirits,ofwhom 


Lok. 1. the Scripture tells us, that They ſtand before 
 Matth.18 Gyd,and that they continually ſee His face, 


have by that Privilege, the blefſ'd Oppor- 
tunities of diſcovering in the Deity they 
Contemplate and ſerve,many Excellencies, 
which even They could never but by Expe- 
rience have form'd any thoughts of ; and 
they ſee in one anothers SolemnAdorations 
and Praiſes, a way of Honouring the Obje& 
ofthem, ſo much tranſcending the utmoſt 
of whatWehere aim at, that their Homages 
to their Creator may well be ſuppoſ'd of a 
far Nobler Kind than ours.And laſtly, When 
Iconſider,how much leſs unworthy thoughts 
and expreſſions touching things Divine the 
fame Perſon may have, when come to his 
full Macurity of Age and Parts,and whilſt he 
was but a Child in both ; and when] con- 
ſider, how-much more Advantagious Con- 
ceptions of the Wiſdom diſplayed in the 
Univerſe, & particularlyin the Contrivance 
of a Human Body,one that is a true Philo- 
HE ſopher, 
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A \ſopher,and a Skilful Anatomiſt, may have,ir 
"d [omocity of a Man illiterate, and unac- 
ey quainted with Diſſeftions ;: When, I (ay, I 
he | confider theſe things,and compare the dim 


e&e ' Twi-light of Human IntelleCts 1n this Life, 

Ss ; with that Clearand Radiant Light, which 

of -! the Scripture aſcribes to Angels, 1 cannot 

O- but think,that, having tothe Privilege ofa 

M | much nearer Accels than is allow'd Us to 

'e _ contemplate God's PeMeftions,the Advan- 

*, tage ofhaving incomparably more [llumi- 

[= * nated Intelle&ts to apprehend them with, 

YJ they muſt frame otherguels Conceptions of 

S  theDivine Actributes,and glorihe the Pol- 

”  ſeſſoratan otherguels Rate,than is allowed 

d tg Thoſe,whole Lnderſtandings areſo dim, 

S and whole Reſidence is (o remote from that 

x bleſs'd Place, where the PerfeCtions they 

ſt would Extol are moſt moſt Diſplay'd. 

S _Afliſted by theſe and the like Advantages, 

a Pyrocles, thoſe happy Spirits may well frame 

N Notions,and employ Expreſtions in honour 

5 of their Maker, ſo far tranſcending Ours, 

& that though the Angel's Goodnels keeps 

p them,doubtleſs,from beholding them with 

| | Contempt;yer, we way wel think,they look 
upon them with ſuch a kind of Pity, as thar, 
wherewith great Wits and Courtiers look 
upon the Miftakes and ImperfeCtions ofwhat 
they Did and Writ , when they were but 
School-boys ; and as that, wherewith,when 
| | we 
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we ſhalt look back u 


which thongh we ſhould ever be Paying, 
we mult always Owe, not otily becauſe the 
renewed Obligations will laſt as long as wez 
bue becauſe, though the entire Sum were 
fible to be paid, we have no Coyn of the 
alue that would be requiſite to make a 
Payment of that ture. 'Tis true indeed, 
that ſome Men ſay much more than others 
upon a Subjet , on which none can (ay E- 
| Heb,10 nough, and which, even the Spirits of juſt 
| Men made perfed can but imperfeCly cele- 
brate. Jt may be too, that the Praiſes we 
pay to God procure Us ſome from Men, 
and perhaps even from Orators and Enco- 
miaſts z and though I hope no Man can ſo 
far flatter bimſelf,as to think he canFlatter 
wharc he can never do Righe to; yet, theZea- 
tonineſs of our Endeavours, and the Ap- 

pPhule that others entertain them wit 
may perhaps tempt us to think, that, be- 
cauſe in our Expreſſions we have Surpaſs'd 
our Sefves, we have almoſt Equall'd our 
Theme: as if to make our Praiſes too great 
for my other Subje& , were ſifficient to 
make them great enoughfor God. Bur alas, 
how widely muſt we be miffaken ! fince our 
flions, if we ſpeak ſence; can at beſt 
butfully repreſent our Conceptions , _ 
| c 


th 


we ſhall be admitted to the Society ofthe: 


| our former- 
ſelves. No,Pyrocles,to Praiſe God isaDebt, 
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thoſe being but the Notions of a Finite 
Creature, muſt needs fall extremely ſhort 
of Perfeftions , which were not what they 
are,if they were not Infinite. No,when we 


! have employ'd the loftieſt Hyperboles, and 
exhauſted all the celebrating Topicks and 


Figures of Rhetorick; when we have dreſs'd 
Metaphyſical AbftraRtions in Poetick Rap- 
tures; when we have ranlack'd what ever 
things are moſt Excellent among the Crea- 
tnres,and having Deſecated them,and Pil'd 
them up together, have made that Heap 
but a Riſe to take our ſoaring flight from; 
when we have ſumm'd up,and leſt Beneath 
our Expreſſions, all that we are here wont 
to acknowledge Above them; nay ,vwben 1n- 
ſtrudted,as well as Inflam*d,andTranſported 
by that Inacceſſible Light,that is Inhabited 
by what we Adore,we leem Raisd and Ele- 
vated above all that is Mortal, and above 
our (elves,and ſay things, that nothing ele 
could cither Inſpire or Merit ; even then, 
I ay,thoſe Expreſſions, which any otherwiſe 
appli'd would be but Hyperboles, do but 
expreſs our Devotion,not the Divine Oþ- 
ject of it, and declare How much we honour 


(Him, rather than what He is. And indeed, 
' none but the Pofleſſor of an Infinite Intel- 


le& can be able to ſay,what the Poſſefſor of 
other Infinite Perfetions deſerves to baye 
ſaid of Him. And what ever zealous skjlb 
we 


we Praife God with, we do far leſs Honour Þ 
'Him than Injure'Him,if we think our a(pi- 
ringeſt Praiſes caftarrive ſo-far,as, | ſay not 
to Reach,but ſo much as to Approach their Þ « 
Subje&. ' 

Buc let not = — Impotence | t 

| Pyrocles) Trouble , or Nifſcourage Us. ! 1 
Cee. Tok ed Sou!s , that follow ws Lamb | 
{ 

| 


whither ſoever he goes,do (as we are taught 
in the” Apocalypſe) make it their Bulineſſe 
and find-it cheir Happinels,to ſpend a great 
part of their Eternity in Extolling Him, by 
whom theyare plac*d in a Condition, where | 
they can have no Employment, but what is | | 
Holy and Noble. And even here below,the | 
Praifing of God is a work, wherein we Imi- | | 
tate,though we do not Equal, the Angels, | 
and are buſied in the ſame Employment, | 
though not with the (ame Skill. Nay, Hea- |} | 
venir ſelf exempts not its Reſidents from |! 
an Impotence which belongs to Creatures, ! 
not as they are Imperte@ ones, but as they | 
are Creatures. Even the Members of the | 
ChurchTrinmphant do not Triumph over | 
This neceſſary Impotence 3 their Praiſes | 

- may need Pardon, even in a place where | 
they can Sin no more: And they can expett 
but from God's Goodneſs, the Acceptance 
of thoſe Praiſes, that are Improv'd, as well }. 

- as Occafion'd , even by their being made 
* Partakers of his Glory.Nay;even in _—_— 
= 8 pact F 


. 
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;\phet Tſaiab's Exftatick Viſion , *the Sera- Eſa.5.2 * 
phims themſelves, that are introduced,. as 

nſwering one another*s glad Acclamati- 
ons to God,are likewiſe repreſented,as co- 
yering ( out of reſpe&) their Faces with 
their Wings. But, Pyroc/es, as I was ſaying, 
this unavoidable Diſability, to ſay things 
Worthy of God,need.not at.all trouble us; 
fince we pay our Homages to one , whoſe 
Goodnefſe our Expretſions can as little 
equal;as they can his other Attributes. He 
that Created us, will not Impute it to us, 
that we aCt but as Creatures; And fince 


Mind, a Man is accepted according to what _ 
he has,and not according to what he has not; 
The Impotence I have been ſpeaking of, 


S, | 
y | 
de | 
” 
'; 


ought to bring us rather Joy thanTrouble, 


| fince the infinite Diſtance betwixt us, 
| without lefſening his favourable Accep. 


tance of our Praiſes, ſuppoſes the botindleſs 
Perfetions of Him , whom thoſe Praiſes 
(through his Goodneſs )help to give us an 
Intereſt inz And no Son would repine at 
His Royal Father's Greatneſs , how Im- 
| menſe ſoever, being ſure, that Greatneſs 
would not lefſen bis Kindnefs. For 'tis leſs 
| Deſirable to be able to deſcribe the Power 
| and Excellencies of him we have an: Inte-. 


YI OQ —&> OA 


reſt in , than to have an Intereſt in one, 
whoſe Power and Goodneſs exceeds what _ *-: 
ever we can Say or Fancy of them. To ' * 


he has declar'd,that where there is a willing 2 Cor. 8. 
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iTrawd: (oo ule St, Pan's 
Fo the. Tongues lupels, | 
frm the higheſt chings 1 cowld/ Gy: of the 
ivine Perſe&icns,muſt needs be therefore | 

3 ar Below: them, becault a Creature were :. 
A #bl# to. ſay: chem. And, fince on the othei (1 
| _— rpg — ns chat > ey" lf {1 

Pc $0.23 00 lay, ereth Pratje, plorifieth Me; 
F and his cranſcendeurt ns ok fo far 
5,  : Fram being invoaliſtent with a reſembling | 
is Grecioulne&, that ſuch a Benignity is one 
I : ofthe moſt ovaſpicuous parts of it ; 1 will 
.not forbear:to pay my Praiſes unto one, 
,whoſe Deſerving infinicely more than | can 
offer, s him not from Accepting as 
mock leG: than. be deſerves. But then I 
-miiſt'nod! Prefiune co fil wy mouth with bis 
+ Praiſts;, withoue Senfibly acknowledging, 
'ahgt there 8 mor ariy Subje&, whereog ay 
can more want Eloquence,than 
- or this Subjeft ; even Eloquence ; it ſelf | 
_—- - 1 rphgrſs Inn | 
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